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The object of this volume is to present in as compact 
and comprehensive form as possible the history of the 
Catholic Sisterhoods in the late Civil War. Many books 
have been written on the work of other women in this war, 
but, aside from fugitive newspaper paragraphs, nothing has 
ever been published concerning the self-sacrificing labors 
of these Sisterhoods. Whatever may have been the cause 
of this neglect or indifference, it is evident that the time has 
arrived to fill this important gap in the literature of the war. 

" The Sisters," to quote an army chaplain, ** do not 
have reunions or camp-fires to keep alive the memories of 
the most bloody lustrum in our history, but their war stories 
are as heroic, and far more edifying, than many the veterans 
tell.** 

That genuine humility so characteristic of the Sisters 

has made the collection of the necessary data for this work 

very difficult. Most of the stories embodied in the pages 

that follow have been gathered by personal interviews, 

through examinations of various archives and records, and 

by an extensive correspondence with Government officials, 

(ill) 
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veterans of the war and the superiors of convents and com- 
munities. It is impossible to enumerate all those who have 
aided in the work, but the writer desires to thank especially 
the Sisters to whom he is indebted for the chapters relating 
to the Sisters of Mercy who were with the Irish Brigade in 

the West, and to the Sisters of St. Joseph who were at 
Camp Curtin, in Harrisburg, Pa. 

Of course, there has been no intention of presenting a 
history, or even a sketch, of the war itself and the merest 
thread of its events has been introduced solely for the pur* 
pose of making the narrative of the Sisters as consecutive 
as the scattered data permitted. The aim has been con- 
stantly to present facts in an impartial manner. How far 
the writer has succeeded remains for the reader to judge. 

The chivalrous men wearing both the Blue and the 
Gray, who caused American manhood and valor to be 
known and respected the world over, have on many occa* 
sions, and in various ways, given expression to the esteem 
and affection in which they hold the women who devoted 
their lives to the care of the sick and wounded. The ranks 
of the war Sisters have been grndually thinned out by death 
until but a handful of them remain. These survivors rest 
in their convent homes, tranquilly awaiting the final 
summons to a land where conflict is unknown. They may 
die, but the story of their patriotic and humane work will 
live as long as love for loyalty, regard for duty and ad* 
miration for self-sacHfice exist in the hearts of the American 
people. G. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE ORDERS THAT PARTICIPATED. 



One ol the effects ol the war. The productive force of Iho nation deprived 
by death, di&eo&e and diubility of one mlllJon men. The Xtsk of carinf 
lor the sick anJ wounded. Four notable otderi— The SIsten ol Charity, 
Sisters o( «erty. Sisters of St. Joseph and Sisters of the Holy Crost. 
Their history and the discliiline. experience and seU-»ujlfice brouKht M 
beu upon their «oik duiine the war. 



On tbe twcOflb day of April, 18C1, the first sbot flred 

upon Fort Sumter, fonnalljr iDnugurated tbe civil war Id 

the United StaH-f. On tbe ninth of April, ISGa, Grant 

jind Ix?e were the principals in the historic 

iiicftiog nt Appomattox Court House, bj 

K^^^jrtj wbich hostilities were virtuaDj terrain* 

\ , "^ iitcd. The interval betweeo those two 

V-'fefl iiii-morable dates presents the greatest or 

dfal in the history of tbe Republic. 

As a result of these four momentooi 
,vcars of conflict tbe uallon ^'ns deprived 
by death and disease of one million men. 
Tbe total number of enlisted soldiers in the 
Union Army during the whole of the war 
amounted to 2,ft8S,52;l. As many of these men were mus- 
tered In twice, and as a certain percentage deserted, it !■ 
0) 



t ANGELS OF THE BATTLEFIELD. 

reasonable to estimate that 1,500,000 men were activel/ 
engrged in the Northern armiesi 

Of this number 56,000 died on the field of battle, 35,- 
000 expired in the hospitals from the effects of wounds re> 
ceiTcd in action, and '184,000 perished by disease. It i» 
probable that those who died of disease after their dis- 
charge from the army would swell the total to 300,000. If 
inferior hospital service and poor sanitaiy arrangements 
are added to the other i^esults of war, it is safe to assume 
that the loss of the South was greater than that of the 
North. But, considering the Southern loss equal to that 
of the North, the aggregate is 600,000. Add to this 400,- 
000 men crippled or permanently disabled by disease, and 
the total subtraction from the productive force of the na- 
tion reaches the stupendous total of 1,000,000 men. These 
figures seem almost incredible, but they come from what^ 
in this particular at least, must be regarded as a trust- 
worthy sou rce (1). 

The task of caring for such an army of dead and 
wounded was no light one. In the beginning of the war 
this feature of military life was conducted in an uncertain 
and spasmodic manner. As time wore on, it became evi- 
dent that the war was not to consist of a few skirmishes^ 
but was likely to be a protracted struggle between two 
bodies of determined men (2).Then the necessity of a syste- 
matic sanitary and hospital service made itself apparent 
As a result of the pressing needs of the hour the Sanitary 
Commission and the Christian Commission were organ- 
ised. The meritorious nature of the work of these great 

(1). Greele/a ''AmerietB Conflict 

(2). Tbere were 22G1 known Uttlet* engagementt and aklmilibea. 
durins tlie war. 
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charities has been made knowD b; reports and books 
piibliabed sinte the war. The details of the good deeda of 
both orgtmixutioDa la supplying nurses and in caring for 
invalids generally are too well known to need repetition. 

But the story of the labors of the Cnthulic Sisters is not 
so well known. To begin with, tbe Sislcrs brought to their 
aid in caring for the »ck and wounded goldiei-s the experi- 
fuce, training and discipline of the religions bodies with 
which they were identified. 8elf-denial was a feature of 
tbeir daily life, and tbe fact that thty had taken vows of 
poverty, cbaslity and obedience peculiarly fitted them for«. 
duly (hat demanded persona] sacrifices almost every hotir 
of tbe day and night 

Fmni ttie data obtainable it appears that tbe members 
of four Catholic Sisterhoods participated in tbe nicrcitol 
work incident to the war. Those included the Sifttcrs of 
Charity, the twisters of Mercy, the Sisters of St. Joseph and 
the Sisters of the Holy Cross (3). TUe sohliere, like manj* 
peojile in civil life, made no distinction between the orders, 
and to them llie dark-robed angels of the battlefields were 
all "Sisters of Charity." 

There ai-e now threcordersof the Sisters of Charity in 
the United Stales. Tbe "black caps," or Mother Sctoo Sis- 
ters, who have establisluncDts in Sew York, Cincinnati 
and other places; the "white caps," or Coruette Sisters^ 
of Emmiltsburg, Md., and the Sisters of Charity, of Naza- 
reth, Ky. There art- probably 5000 members of these three 
orders of Sistirs of Charity in this country taday. The 
Xazjireth conimnuity was founded in 1S12 by a few pIoa» 

(3). It ii pruliulilc tbal svatUTinic n>cmbcr« trow oat or two otbcv 
onlem ilid i>rnlM'n'ortbf Work Jurliij; llio nor, but diliceot laqulrr ^■* 
failrd lu liring furtU nnr <<|>>viSc fncta cuacvrning thrlr labon. 
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4 ANGELS OF THE BATTLEFIELD. 

American ladies near Nazaretli, Kj., under Bishops 
Haget and David. Mother Catherine Spalding, a relative 
of ih^ late Archbishop of Baltimore, and of the present 
Bishop of Peoria, HI., was the first Superioress. The mem- 
bers of all these three branches of the Sisters of Charity 
did good work during the war. 

The Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy was 
founded by Miss Catherine McAuley, in Dublin, Ireland, 
September 24, 1827. Seven Sisters, w*ho came from Car- 
low, Ireland, established the order in the United State% 
locating in Pittsburg, Pa. The Sisters of the Holy Cross 
have a Mother House at Notre Dame, Ind., and conduct 
establishments in a large number of dioceses. 

The Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph was 
founded in France, in 1G50. In the general ruin incident 
to the French Revolution, near the close of the last cen- 
tury, the convents of the order were destroyed. The body 
was subsequently reorganized, and six Sisters from the 
Mother House at Lyon came to St. Louis in 183G, at the 
request of Bishop Rosati, and founded a house at Caron- 
delet. Mo. This became the Mother House in this countiy. 
A numlier of independent liouses of the order liave since 
been established, notably the one at Chestnut Hill, 
Philadelphia. 
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CHAPTER I). 

ARCHBISHOP HUGHES AND THE SISTERS. 



Tire proUtn of how to provMe the ncwsury nurses (or both ttia Union and 
Contcderkte AiBka. Sbtcn not able to voluntMr without th« s[>proval 
ol tb^ Miperion. An IntcrcsUnc eputia from ArchUshop Hufbes to 
Archbbhop Kcnrtdt, Tb« Kew York prcUU appointed by Pteildent Lla> 
coin as ■ peau connlstlixier to France A characteristic letter from tb« 
nuityred President to the treat Archbtshop. Quellios tbo draft rioU la 
New Yotk dtx. 



Very early io tbe wur the question of providiag nurses 
for tbe sick nud wounded soldiers of both armies became 
a Btfi'ious problem, no only to the civil nuthoritles, hut also 
to the Church olllcinls. In every great 
emei^ency questions of tJiis kind gen- 
erally solve themselves. It proved so in 
this instance. The first shot bad hard- 
ly been Ared, the flrst buttle fought and 
the first improvised hospital put into 
service, before volunteers from all sec- 
tions of the country imd placed them- 
selves at the disposal of generals of the 
LiKcoLN. contending armies. These orTeis came 

both from lay women and from mem- 
bers of the various Sisterhoods connected with the Cath- 
olic Church iu the United States. The Sisters, of course, 
(« 
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6 ANGELS OF THE BATTLEFIELD. 

being under certain rules and discipline, were not able to 
volunteer until they had obtained the consent and appro- 
val of their Superiors. 

In the beginning the nurses for the armies were tal^en 
from all wallcs of life. While they were zealous and en- 
tered upon their work with the desire of alleviating suf- 
fering, they did not have the disposition or training nec- 
essary to carry on the work with the ease and thorough- 
ness essential to complete success. As the war progressed 
and battles occurred riore frequently, and the number of 
sick and wounded became alarmingly large, the medical 
directors in both the Union and Confederate armies began 
to recognize and appreciate the real value of the Sisters. 

The following letter (1), w ri tten by Archbishop Ilughes, 
of New York, to Most Kev. Francis Patrick Kenrick, 
D. D., Archbi2»hop of the See of Baltimore, shows that the 
subject was a live one in Church circles at that time: 

To the Archbishop of Baltimore. May 9, 18G1. 

Host Reverend and Dear Sir: — 

The Sui>erior of the Jesuits here called upon me 
more than a week ago to state that their society would 
be prepared to furnish for spiritual necessities of the 
army, Korth and South, as many as ten chaplains, speak- 
ing all the civilized languages of Euroiie or America. 
I heard him, but did not make any reply. For myself 
I have sent but one chaplain with the Sixty-ninth llegi- 
ment, and to him I have already given the facilities 
which you had the kindness to confer upon me for such 
an occasion. 

There is also another question growing up, and it is 
about nurses for the sick and wounded. Our Sisters of 
Mercy have volunteered after the example of their Sisters 
toiling in the Crimean war. I have signified to them, 

<1). life of Arcbblthup llugbes, bj Jobn U. G. HattiinL 
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not liarshly, tliat they had better mlad their own nffain 
until their senicoa :irc needed. I nm now inrormed ta- 
dircctlj that the fSistei-s of Charity in the diocese would 
he willing to volunteer a force of from fifty to one 
hundred nurses. To this last propoaition 1 have very 
strong olijeclions. Ihtiides, it would seem to rae natural 
and proper that the Siatcrs of Charity in EmmittBburg 
Bhould occupy the very honorable |)08t of nursing the 
sicV and wounded. Itut, on the other hand, >faryland is 
a divided community at this moment, whereas New York 
is understood to be all on one side. In fact, as (be quea- 
tion now stands, Maryland is in America, for the mo- 
ment, ns Itelgium has been the batttelield of Europe. 
As I mentioned several days ago, Baltimore must be de- 
stroyed or it must sueciimb to Northern determination. 

On these several {mints I would like much to know 
what your Graec thinks and would advise. 

Sincerely your devoted brother and servant in CbrlKt 
JOHN, Archbishop of New Vorb. 

While, as the Ari.'hbisbop stated in bis letter, Muryland 
might have been a divided community, the same could not 
be said of Uie Sisters of Charity of Emmittsburg. They 
wore united in occupying ''the very honorable post of nurs- 
ing the sick and wounded'' on both sides of the great con. 
Ilicl. It is iuteivsting to note that as time went on the 
Itishop eJiiuiged some of his views ivgai-diug the Sisters, as 
expressed in the ubuve letter, lluth the Sillers of Charity 
and the Sisters of >Ieny in the Diocese of New York served 
in the cnuijis and the hospitals. To begin with, the Arcb- 
bishop withdrew his "strong objection" totbe one hundred 
Sisters of Charily who desired to volunteer in the early 
stages of the war. After that all those who were willing 
to undertake the humane work went into it with his bless- 
ing and best wisbe*. 
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There are conflicting opinions regarding the propriety 
of the "war stand" taken by the Archbishop, but it is gen- 
erally agreed that he was one of the heroic figures of war 
times. He had the absolute confidence of President Lin- 
coln, and on the 21st of October, 1861, was sent abroad 
with Thurlow Weed on a "peace commission." The Arch- 
bishop went to France, while Mr. Weed confined his work 
to England. At the same time Messrs. Mason and Slidell 
were in Europe on a mission in the interests of the Con- 
federacy. The late Bishop McNierny, of Albany, then a 
young priest in New York City, accompanied the Arch- 
bishop to France, acting in the capacity of private secre- 
tary. 

These two rival "missions" to Euroi)e were covered 
with all sorts of honeyed diplomatic terms, but their real 
purpose was well known. Messrs. Mason and Slidell went 
to induce one or more of the powerful nations of the old 
world to throw the weight of their influence with the 
Southern Confederacy. The mission of the Archbishop 
and Mr. Weed was to prevent that result 

The following letter from President Lincoln to Arch- 
bishop nughes is of interest. It was the beginning of a 
warm personal friendship between two strong men — a 
friendship ended only by death. 

Washington, D. C, October 21, 1861. 

Archbishop Hughes. 

Rt. Rev. Sir: — I nm sure you will pardon me if, in 
my Ignorance, I do not address you with technical cor- 
rectness. 

1 find no law authorizing the appointment of chap- 
lains for our hospitals, and yet the services of chaplains 
are more needed, perhaps, in hospitals than with the 
healthy soldiers in the field. With this view I have 
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given a sort of qnari appointment (a copy of whleh I 
enclose) to each of three Protestant mlnlstersp who hato 
accepted and entered npon the duties. 

If Jon percdve no objection I will thank yon to gfto 
me the name or names of one or more soltable persons of 
the Catholic Church to whom I may with propriety ten- 
der the same service. 

Many thanks for your kind and Judicious letters to 
Governor Beward, and which he regularly allows me the 
pleasure and profit of perusing. 

With the highest respect. Your obedient servant, 

A.LINOOLK. 

A letter written by Archbishop Hughes to Oardlnsl 
Barnabo^ at the time of his appointment by President Iin> 
coin, goes to show that the Archbishop accepted the mls> 
sion with the very highest motives. After explaining that 
he had refused It once and only reconsidered his refusal at 
the earnest request of the President, he adds: ^My mission 
was and is a mission of peace. between France and Eng- 
hind on the one side, and the United States on the other. 
The time was so brief between my visit to Washington 
and my departure from Xew York that I had no oppor^ 
tunity of writini; to your Eminence upon the subject, or 
of consulting any of the other IMshops in regard to it I 
made it known to the President that if I should come to 
Europe it would not be as a partisan of the North more 
than of the South; that I should represent the interests 
of the South as w*ell as of the North; In short, the interests 
of all the United States just the same as if they had not 
been distractcnl by the present civil war. The people of 
the South know that I am not opposed to their interests. 
They have even published that in their papers, and some 
say that my coming to Europe is with a view to bringing 
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about a reconciliation between the two sections of the 
conntry. But in fact no one but myself, either North or 
South, knows the entire object of niv visit to Europe.'' 

Archbishop Ilughes was one of the great men of his 
day. ne w*as on tenns of friendsliip with several of the 
Presidents who preceded Mr. Lincoln, and also enjoyed 
the confidence and respect of the leading statesmen of the 
nation. As early as 1847 he preached before Congress 
upon the in>itation of such men as John Quincy Adams, 
John C. Calhoun and Thomas H. Benton. His subject was: 
''Christianity, the Only Source of Moral, Social and Polit- 
ical Regeneration." 

In July, 1S03, Archbishop Ilughes was instrumental 
in quelling the draft riots in Xew York City. The mob 
was beyond the control of the local authorities, and the 
Archbishop finally consented to say a few words in the 
intertist of law and order. The venerable pit^late was fast 
approaching his end. He was so weak at this time that 
he had to be conveycnl to the balcony of his residence in an 
arm chair. He 8]K)ke briefly, and succeeded in Inducing 
the rioters to return to their homes for the time being. It 
was his last public appearance, and soon after this he 
peacefully passed away, surroimded by friends and rela- 
tives and the ever faithful Sisters of Charity. 

In the chapters that follow it If proposed to deal with 
the labors of the Sisters of Charity, taking up first the 
Cornette or Emniittsburg Sisters^ then the ^'Sistera of 
Charity of Naauirelh," and finally the ^lack caps** or 
Mother Seton Sisters. The concluding chapters deal with 
the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of St. Joseph and the Sis- 
ters of the Uoly Cross in the order named. 



< 



CHAPTER III. 



IN AND AROUND RICHMOND. 



Sislers ol Chirity inaugurate their labors in the CanleJertte Capital 
St. Anne's Military Hospital bes'ns ""ith itiice hundred patients. A 
xoalous Sister mahes het colleasue pri^ner in the pantt)'. An odor ol 
death, and how it was uumJ. The Union soldier who was " shot at 
Manassas." Nuriies who first tot "■ puff and then a buS." 



In lilt' tally jiait of June, ISOl, Dr. Gibson, nlio was 
in fliarye of Ibe Military noH|)itul at the Confederate 
cujiitiil, Kicliiiitiiid, VBt cM-^a ujwq the Sisters of Charity 
of Eiiniiittsbui'g to come to the relief 
of tlie Bifk and wounded soldiei's in 
that neighborliood. The late Itt. 
Iter. John ^IcGill, the Risbop of the 
IHoeese of Itivhiiioud, did uot object 
to luiving Ibe Sistera eii^ge in a 
Morl; of uieicy, but be was opposed 
to nuy bospitiil or infirmary which 
iiii(;ht prove to be an obtitaele to or 
impair the pi-osix-rity of the cbui-ch 
hospital of St. Fi-iintis dc Sjiles. The civil authorities did 
not make any impression u])oq the prolate, but when the 
Sisters ihcmsc'lvea called at the episcopal palace and 
begged to be assigned to the work, the Dishop could not 
rcBist, and the coveted consent was obtained. 
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It was announced tliat the Sisters wonld begin their 
work on the following Saturday. T^'o physicians called 
at the convent, and conducted them to the institutit>n, 
which afterwards became known as St. Anne*s Military 
Hospital. The structure was in an unfinished state, and 
the walls were not plastered. But it was thorougldy ven- 
tilated and free from dampness, and that meant much in 
a building designed for the care of the sick. 

The house contained altogether about three hundred 
patients. Each ward held from twelve to fourteen men, 
and the rooms opened into one another. It was noon when 
the Sisters arrived, and they were shocked to find that 
many of the wounded men had not yet broken their fast. 
The first care of the newcomers was to relieve the hunger 
of the patients. To effect this they went to the kitchen, 
making the acquaintance of '^Nicholas,'' the cook; ^Black 
George,^ his assistant, and other occupants of this section 
of the house. While these employes were good men and 
were doing their verj* best, they succeeded but iKwrly in 
having an orderly kitchen, or in providing the soldiers with 
the sort of food adapted to their weakened condition. 

One Sister among those who had volunteered to work 
in the hospital was detained a little later than the others. 
She felt remorseful at the unavoidable delay, but deter- 
mined to compensate for it by unusual activity. The first 
thing that caught her alert eye on her arrival was a pantry 
with the door wide open. Burning with zeal to be useful 
she closed and locked the door. Suddenly there was a 
rapping from the inside. The zealous Sister was not super- 
stitious, nor could she be called nervous, but these strong 
noises frightened her, and she became pale as the rappings 
continued to grow in volume and number. 
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^Opcn the door and let me out,** came la sepulchral 
tones from the pantry. 

The key was applied and the door hastily opened, and 
out walked another frightened Sister, who had been 
imprisoned while searching for suppliea. 

After many little incidents of a trivial character order 
was restored from chaos. Some of the soldiers declared 
that the first meal they received from the Sisters was bet- 
ter than anything they had eaten since entering the army. 
The Sisters, that first night, got no sleep, for the wants of 
the sufferers were pressing. 

One of the patients called a Sister to his bedside and 
in a low voice said: ^You know the doctors think I may 
not live over night, therefore I have a great favor to ask 
that I hope you will not refuse. I have a mother.** Here 
tears checked his utterance. The Sister said: ^I under- 
stand; you want me to write to her." "^Yes," he said; *^j 
that her child is dead, but do not tell her how I have suf- 
fered; that would break her heart." 

This delicate mission, like many similar ones en- 
trusted to the Sisters, was faithfully fulfilled. 

The wounded men came fi*om the battles and skir- 
mishes that had taken place in the vicinity of Richmond, 
notably l^hillippi, liig Bethel, Uomuey, Rich Mountain, 
Carrick's Ford and Manassas, Va. The last engagement, 
which is alsH> known as the first battle of Bull Run, ended 
disastrously for the Union forces. It occurred on the 21st 
of July, ISiil, and the Sisters silently going the rounds 
in their infirmaiy could almost hear the reverberating 
sound of the shot and shelL 

Toward night about fifty wounded soldiers, prisoners 
from Manassas, were brought into the hospital, some 
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djing and oUiere wounded, and until better accommoda- 
tions could be provided they bad to be laid on tbe floor. 

One of the Sisters was called by tbe doctor, who said: 
^Sister, get something for this poor man-s head; he has 
just asked for a log of wood." 

The Sister went out, but where to get a pillow was 
a mystery; everyone was engaged. At last a pillow case 
was found, and the bright idea came to the Sister: ^I wUl 
stuff it with paper.''. She brought it to the man, who was 
a down-East Yankee, thinking the invention suited the 
individual for whom it was destined. The poor fellow, 
despite his suffering, smiled as it was given him. 

It was very late when the Sisters finally prepared to 
retire from a hard day's work. They were not settled in 
their room before Sister Blanche remarked: 

^I cannot sleep; there is such an odor of death about 
this apartment" 

Nevertheless they composed themselves as best as they 
could. In the morning the secret of the strong odor was 
revealed. A pair of human limbs amputated the week 
before had been carelessly thrown in the adjoining room. 
It was a great trial for the Sister to visit that room. She 
covered her nose and mouth with her handkerchief and 
threw open the windows. Under her directions the limbs 
were at once interred. One of the Sisters writing in her 
diary at his time says: '^Yesterday a man was buried with 
three legs.'' 

On Sunday morning an addition of eleven Union offl* 
cere was received to the number of wounded. They were 
given accommodations in the garret. In the officers' quar- 
ters were found captains, majors, lieutenants and ser- 
geants, all wounded. One fellow blessed with a fine voice 
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had a guitar kaned Urn, and he could always be Men In 
a corner whiUnff awaj the dull hours. Smietimes these 
invalid officers were annoyed by visitors who were untir- 
ing In their questlonSi 

''Where were you shot atf asked one inquisitive 
individual, meaning in what part of the body. 

''Shot at Manassas^*' was the laconic reply. 

As one of the Sisters was crossing the porch a tall» 
brawiqr aoldier cried out: ''You ladies have a sight of work 
to do, but I tell you wliat, you get high pay.^ 

"None at all,^ was the quiet answer. 

"Whatr said he, starting back with surprise; '^ou 
don*t tell me you do all this work for nothing?^ 

"Precisely,'' w-as the quiet response. 

One of the nurtes or hands about the place being 
sadly put out about something that went wrong exclaimed 
that he w*as "neitlier an angel nor a Sister of Charity/* 
and that ho would not put up with it at ail. Sister Mary 
Ann, in sjicaking of the variiHl dispositions of the men, said 
that the Sisters ''first got a puff and then a buff." 

Five of the Union officers who were in the garret 
clubbed together after their departure and sent the Sis- 
tors a check for fifty dollars for the benefit of the orphan- 
age in Richmond. 

The Infinnaiy of St Francis de Sales had been in 
operation by the Sisters for the sick in general when the 
war commenced, but after tliat it was utiliied for the 
wounded soldiers. On May IG, ISGl, the Sisters in this 
institution were apiK*aled to by the medical authorities. 
Vei^ soon the bnildiog was too much crowded for the 
patients. The Government then took a large house, which 
was transformed into a hospital. It was thought that 
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male nurses would answer the purpose. In a few days, 
however, the surgeon and officers In charge went to the 
Sisters at the Infirmary, begging them to come to their 
assistance at the new hospital, as the sick were very 
much in need of their services. The Sisters went to this 
hospitalon June 26, 186L 

Other hospitals In and around Richmond were built, 
and as rapidly as they were made ready for use the sur- 
geons applied for Sisters to take charge of them. All of 
the Sisters outside of the blockade which existed at that 
time were at military i)osts, except those engaged In caring 
for the orphans. The schools and academies controlled by 
the Sisters had been closed for some time. As the Sisters 
were sent to many different hospitals the number that 
could be assigned for each one was small. The hospitals 
were often without the necessaries of life. For the Sisters* 
table rough corn bread and strong fat bacon were lux- 
uries; as for beverages, they could rarely tell what was 
given to them for tea or coffee, for at one time it was sage 
and at another herbs. 

Soon after going to one of the new hospitals in Rich- 
mond the surgeon in charge said to one of the Sisters: ^I 
am obliged to make known our difficulties to you that you 
may enable me to surmount them, for you ladies accom- 
plish all you undertake. Until now we have been supplied 
with the delicacies necessary for our patients from Louis- 
iana, but the blockade prevents this at present and I fear 
to enter the wards, as the ixx>r men are still asking for 
former refreshments, and they cannot be quieted. We 
dislike to inform them of the strait we are in, though 
this state of affairs may be of short duration.** 

The Sister hardly knew what to do, but proposed that 
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TV'iigoiis be sent nitiou;; tlic familiouaoa for the piirpo«!« 
of gathering ia Tuwl, milk, butter »nd fruit Tbis was 
doiip, but in tbc- ii)i-:iut)iuc c(iiu|»laiuts bud been made to 
licadquarters tluit siucc tiie Sisters bad come to tlie boa- 
l)itjil all (Jt'licaeius luid bcon witliUeld from the |>oor sick. 
Tlio mir;{eou and ^istorti knew nntliiug of tliis coiDplalot 
until a deputy Coveriiment ofUcial arrived to leam the 
truth of the iluiigcs. He visited the wards during mea! 
time, after which be entered the i-oom where the Sisters 
diued. Then be mlJ the surgeon the motive of his ri»it 
The surgeon was glad to explain to the deputy the cause 
of the coniplainis. The deputy informed the soldiers that 
the nurses wert- not in any way responsible for their suf- 
ferings, and that the fure of the Sisters was always worse 
than that furuish<.-d to the soldier*. 

The lueu soiiii lnM:anie convinced that they bad boon 
too hasty in their judgment of the Sisters, and that the 
slopiKige of the iklivaeieH wat< for unavoidable caaseti. 
They found bef.iie lung ihai ihc "Angels of the Uattle- 
field," as they c.-nie to call the Slaters, bad but one de- 
sire, and that was to add to their eouifort, as much as the 
limited supplies would permit. 



CHAPTER IV. 



HARPER'S FERRY. 



Hw ■dvcntnics of three Sfstera who were detailed from the mother hoiiK it 
EninlttsbuTS. Tlieir o&er to retire in the Interest ol the ladies of Win- 
chester. A night's "repose" with foreheads rcstinB upon gniirena 
handler A Jouiney honewvd by ut and stase, and then across the 
Potonsc Hver In a flat canoe. Received at the convent as one frmn Um 



Nearly all the Sisters that couM be spared bad been 
Bent from the motber bouse nt Emmittsburg, and were 
engaged in performing works of rbniit^ on the battle- 
fields and in the variotis camps and hospitals; On June 7, 
1861, a telegram was rcceh'ed from 
the nulboritics asking that a num- 
ber of Bisters be detailed to serve 
the sick and wounded soldiers at 
Harper's Ferry. 

In spite of the severe strain that 
it entailed upon their nrailablc aa- 
signments, the Superiors made the 
sacrifice of sending three Sisters. 
These brave women left Emmitts- 
burg 00 June 9 for Frederick City. Mother Ann Simeon 
cautioned tbem to act with prudence, lest they meet with 
trouble, as they had the Northern Army and its sentinels 
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to pass in order to reach their destination. An orderly 
iad boon sent to cseort them, but the Sisters passed their 
intended guide ^vitliout liooning it, by going bjr tlicm on 
tbe road to Emmitlsburp. 

An espected engagement kept villngers and farmers 
quietly at home. >l«'n rantiously whi8iH.'red their fears or 
opinions, .ind the fight of people Itnld enough to tra^-el just 
then wns a matter that oeeimloned mild Burprise. For 
tbJH rrasoD the HUters tried to huddle in Uie renr of the 
stage coarh, hoping to {uifs unnhserved. During a brief 
hnit for the mail in one lilile town tin- driver opened the 
stage door and hitnding in a letter Kaid In a loud voice: 

''Sifters, a gcntk'niau iu Eiiiinltt&burg def^ires you to 
put ihts letter hi a Pouiliem jwRt offlee after yon have 
cniwied the line." 

Tlie eyt'R of ibe enrious and a»toni!>bed people wore 
on llii-m in a moment The Sisters were not aware that 
the driver kuvw of their destiuation, but Ihey rem.iiued 
quiet and made the bent of the ineidetit. The heat was 
excessive. One of the hoi-ses gave out on the way, aud 
another bad to Ik* hasiily subslitut<>d. After some delay 
(be jiarly arrivi-d iu Fn-deriek City. A few sentinels stood 
here and there, but m> one- [xiid much attention to the 
new arrivali^ Before they start^-d again, however, a 
number of men gatherod aivund tlieir carriages, saying: 
"^\1iy, ladies, where are yon going?" Several of the men 
atikeil qmiitionH at the nuime time, but the Sisters stared 
at (hem blankly, and civilly answered anything except 
what the got«ij>s uioxt desired to know, 

Aa hostilities hjid stojiped the railway cars the pQ- 
grims had to continue their journey In a stage-coach. Al- 
most sick with heat they journeyed on anttl another borae- 
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fiuccumbcd. This meant more trouble nud suspense, but 
it was borne witli heroic patience. 

The most exciting adventure was yet to come. The 
roclkS of the Maryland lleights on one side, and the Poto- 
mac River on the left, came in view. Just as the carriage 
was, seemingly, proceeding smoothly on its way there came 
a sudden grating sound and tlien an abrupt stop. ^Vre 
stuck r ejaculated the driver, with more force than ele- 
gance. The carriage was so tightly fastened that it was 
feared the vehicle would have to be abandoned and the 
remainder of the journey made upon foot. The driver 
swore and stormed about, while the Sisters meekly looked 
on in silence, fearing to further irritate him with sugges- 
tions. Finally tlie carriage was extricated and the pil- 
grimage proceeded ui)on its way. 

About twilight the Southein pickets were seen, for the 
South stUl held a portion of Maryland. The first soldier 
inquired where the Bisters were going, and with what 
intent Ue then passed them on to the next gimrd, and 
so on until they came to the last, who said: '^^e have just 
received such strict orders regarding persons crossing 
in or out that it is not in my power to imss you on.'' The 
captain of the guards was sent for, however, and the Sis- 
ters were transferred over the Potomac IJridge. Great 
cargoes of powder had already been placed on this bridgCi 
so tlmt, in the event of the enemy's approach it might be 
destroyed. 

ITarper's Ferry is at the junction of the Potomac and 
Shenandoah Rivers, the Potomac separating Maryland 
and Virginia. A summit above the tov;n, standing be- 
tween the two rivers, is called Bolivar Heights. On this 
elevation was located the military hospital where the 
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Sisters wcic to liilwir. A neat little Catholic tliurch wa« 
located iilKiut iiiidhny bctwot'n tbe valley anil t3ie toK'n. 

Tlic liospitiil \vlis filk-d with tlie ^ick, and around the 
town liiy tliiiiis,iii(1ii of ineu jiixt arrired tmm the 
most remote Soiithiin Slatos. A cold wet si>eH had pre- 
ceded the |ircseiit he:it, atid many of the men were ill and 
lay in their tents until racanci<'s opener] for them in the 
badly »liellefed hoiiMes in the town. The men In one reg- 
iment had colli ranted measles OD their march; this 
Kpreadin^ aiaon;: ntherti with the c-xiio;j»rc incideotnl to 
army life tliiitiied thtir oumbers tH>foro the bull and the 
Kwoid had Ite^ian lln-ir ijuicker worfe. 

On reiicliinn their lodKings the Blatcra found ttupper 
prepared, and afhr diKimninfr of tJiis they soon retired 
to rest Tlic stilliief^fl and darkness of the town wa« 
fri):hlful. Xo sound but the Sister*' voices or footsteps 
was to Ih' heard. Not a light s'oamcd from the fastened 
windows f(»r fear "f liiscowry hy the hidden enemy. The 
whole army liad Invn (■leeping or resliug on their amis 
sicee their ariival, exix-cting an eaily nttac-k. 

Tlie medical dinitor, who liad sent for the Sisters, 
came early in the moniinj: and took them lo Ihe boRpital. 
Willi his assistant he escorted Oiem from i-oom to room, in; 
Inidm-in;; them and s;iyin}r to the patients: "Xow yon will 
have no cause to eoin|iluiu of not gi-ttiut; notiriHhment, 
Diedic-ine and attealiou at tbe rii:Ut lime, for the Sisters 
of Charily will «ee to all thew thigs. 

Tlie town hail 1hi>u hy tiinia In the possessiou of tbe 
North and South, and was Ihcivfoi'e completely drained of 
pi'onsions and nocesKiry conveniences fop the sick. Not- 
withstaudini: these difliculllcs things were beginning to 
look more comfortable, when a teU-gram was received from 
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Winchester ordering the whole (Jonfederate Army to re- 
pair to that town immediately. The Northern Anny, it 
was announced, would attempt to cross the Potomac 
above and below Harper^s Ferry, thus surrounding the 
Southern Army and cutting off all supi^Iies. 

Tlie soldiers moved at once, with the exception of 
those who sensed the sick, and those who were to collect 
the tents and Dually destroy bridges and trucks. Vnh 
visions were cast into the river by the wholesale, in order 
to deprive the enemy of benefit. Then came new orders 
to wait a while, but the invalids had already been removed 
to the deiwt, to await the return of the cai-s from Winches- 
ter. Arrangements weit? now being made for the destruc- 
tion of the bridges and tracks, and the twisters were sent 
to n*main with a worthy Oithulic family far away from 
thc^se structui'es. During the night one explosion after 
another shook the grand bridge and siH'UHHl to shake the 
mountains. The little Catholic church, the only one that 
had not been ajiplied to military purjioses, was filled and 
surrounded by the frightencnl iK*op]e. The worn-out ims- 
tor was their only consoler. 

The Sisters looked at the awful destruction around 
them, and felt encomiKissed with de:>olation. All the next 
day they hourly expecti-d to K* called to the cars, but no 
word came. They now learned that the ladies of Win- 
chester had written to the medical director re4iU4»stiug him 
not to let the Sistei*s of Charity sen'e the sick, as they 
themselves would wait on them. The Sisters knew that 
the ladies had bi*en enthusiastic in caring for the Con* 
federate sick and, thinking the delay was owing to the 
embarnissment the d<H*tors might ex]H'rience in regard to 
this, one Sister, acting as siM)ki*swoman, ssiid to them: 
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"fipntlcmon, we are aware of the ardor with wbicb 
the Winchfak-r ladies have lalwred for jour poor men, 
an also of their drsire to serve them alone — that la, with- 
out any aid of ours; therefore he caodid enough to allow 
us to return to uiir home. In om^ you feel anr difficulty 
resitecting the ladies of Winchester the Slaters consider 
it ri'asonahle lliat they should wi?h to serre their own 
pi-ople, aud will not he otTeuded, but rather feel grttetul 
for your friendly candor." 

The physiciaus replied that they did not care for 
the objec'tionn that had bt-cn made to the Sisters; that 
the ladies of Winchester could never do for the fick 
what the Sisirrs of Charity would do, and there- 
fore unless the Sislers insisted on returning houie the doc- 
tors would hold them to their undertaking. 

The i>hysiii;ins then begged the Sisters not to leave 
the town, but to await the signal for departure. Expecting 
nit day and eveu until 11 1*. M. to he sent for, and feeling 
thut rest wan absolutely neeewwiry, the Sisters were pre- 
piirlng for bed when the kind hidy of the house came into 
their room, saying: "My dear, \tonv Slaters, a wagon and 
your baggage are at the doop for yoti." They soon left their 
bvuevolent hostess, who wept to seo them pursuing such 
hardships. It was a genuine farm wagon, with two negroes 
aa drivers. The worthy pastor of Harjier's Ferry, who 
Was deteimiued not to leave ihe Sinters entirely to strang- 
ers, attended to (heir trunks and found seats for them. 
Tlie heavy spray fn>ni iwlh rivers waa thick iu the air. 
Ilere and there a star ap[H'ared betwei'n broken clouds, 
giving barely light enough to set> the sentinels at their 
posts. One of these, ndvaming, aski-d the coHnternign. 
which the pastor gave him. The wagon, running on the 
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high terrace edge of the Potomac River, made, vdih the 
darkness, a gloomy pi-ospect for the Sisters. 

On reaching the depot an officer met them and of- 
fered to find them a shelter until the cars would arrive. 
He took them across two hoards that formed a temporary 
bridge. By the aid of his lantern they could see w*ater 
on either side of them, so that they had to watch care- 
fully and pick their steps lest they slip off the boards. 
At last he opened the door of a little hut, which wns al- 
most washed by the river. Here they entered and sat 
down, resting their foreheads on their umbrellas until 
between 3 and 4 o*clock, when a rumbling outside an- 
nounced the arrival of the cars. The train reached 
Winchester five hours later. Almost the entire town was 
occupied by soldiers^ so that accommodations at hotels 
w*ere not to be had for any consideration. The zealous 
priest, who was still with the 818101*8, took them to the 
church, and afterwards went in search of lodgings for 
them. 

The church, which was of stone, and was one of the 
poorest old buildings in the place, was located in the 
suburbs. A crowd of ignorant and curious men and 
children followed tlie Sisters as they walked to the edifice. 
As they entered the church the bystanders crowded in 
and about the door. When the Sisters went by turns to the 
confessional the village men and boys hurried outside and 
pc'cped through the cracks at the iienitents, peering into 
their very faces. Soon the priest went out and as he did 
so he shut and locked the door after him. After some 
time he returned, although the Sisters feared that it w*as 
just possible he had lost his mind and would not come 
back. They knew his hardships had been excessive, be- 
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cause, Iicsidcs Ix-iiij,' sick and witbout food or sleep, be 
had many otlu-r incnuvfnk'noea to contend with. But 
be rctiii'uod and took tJicm to a jilain, worthy Catboltc 
family. 

Tlie following; morning being Sunday they waltied to 
the church, and just ns the gate bad to halt to let a com- 
pany of soldier)), on their way to M:iss, enter the cbnrcb. 
Atwiit twenty or thirty Catholics conBtituted tlie congre- 
gation usually, hnt on this day the soldiers and Sister* 
made quite a ciondt-d assembly. After that the Sisters 
waited iwticntly for the doctors to take them to the scene 
of their laboi-a. The Reverend Dr. Co«tello had called on 
them from time to time, informing the authorities that 
the Sisters were ready to go to work among the sick. The 
medical director finally nsked them if they must remain 
in one hosjtital. nr whelhereiu-h Sister could take charge 
of a seiKinite i>ne. He wa» informed that their nmnber 
was too small to divide and they would remain at one 
of the hospitals. 

The heads of fiimlli«-8 in the city of Winchester 
remained iu town, while grown-up daughters and children 
wei-e sent to coiuitry seats, the mothers of these sta,^-ing 
at their houst-s, rLteiving and i^crving as many sick sol- 
diers as they could. The Sisters reoeived much kindnesa 
from tliese ladies, for they knew that the common ration* 
of the l^l>ldiel-8 were very rough. Indeed, one of the great- 
est distn-sses of the Sisters at this time was that they 
had not more for the poor sick. 

The Sislii's iR'gan their labors In one of the largest 
hospitalM in 'Wiiichfiitep. Tliey worked iiiccss;mtly day 
and nigbt, frojuently not {tausing long enough to take 
necessary food and nourishment for thenisehx-s. Such 
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labor began to sliow on them, especially as tbey were 
only tbree in number. The doctors said that while more 
nnrses were needed there would be no way of sending 
for more Bisters except by one of them going home and 
returning with the others. Affairs had reached such a 
crisis that only the Sisters of Chant}* could travel now. 
One of them finally started off for the mother house, going 
by car, then by stage, and then crossing the Potomac in a 
flat canoe. Then she went on as fast as possible, and 
after running for a mile reached the railroad car before 
it left the station. 

The evening of next day she n>ached Bt Josoph*s, at 
Emmitsburg, where she was received as if from the giuve. 
The anxious Superiors had heard nothing from or of the 
Sisters except what meagre news was published of the 
movements of the two annies. Sister Euphemia, after- 
wards Mother Suiierior, then left St. Joseph's with thn?e 
companions for Winchester, to relieve the Sisters there. 
At the ssime time a telegram was sent to Sister Valentine 
at St. Louis instructing her to go immediately and rei^ace 
Sister Euphemia in Winchester, wlio was to ]>tx>ceed 
farther southward, for in Richmond, Va^ the Sisters were 
almost overcome with continuous duty. The Sisters, now 
idx in number, continued their labors in Winchester until 
very few I'cmained in the liosjiitals. Tlie convalescent 
members of the army had bei*n lesiving Winchester for 
some days, going towards Kichinoud. The Sisters them- 
selves finally proceeded towards Uichmond. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ST- LOUIS MILITARY HOSPITAL. 



Tbe borJer Stale of Missouri the sc<n« of ^omt of the niMt dramatic •vcRla 
of [he wji. SolJicrs «sk the Durses if they ut fret Muont. Tb» 
Chipiain obtains a parilon tor a [insoner of war. Aichbi^hop Ryan and 
his tt-ork amoni; the sick anJ wounded. The young ConfeJerile who 
declined to express swiow for hit wnne in the war. Anusine aoJ 
p3lhetk ln.:iJEn». 



Ill rile iiii-;iuliii)c o|>eratiouii In the grtsit ciril conflict 
w<-rc bi-;;iiiiiiDK iu tlic t^uthwt'St. The fuct that Miflsouri 
wjiH a bordiT State uinde it lUe sicne of wmic of the most 
ilniiiiatk- events of the «ar. Thou- 
Kinds of tile sifli and wounded of 
both ai'iiiii-» were cared for in St. 
lioiiia. It was on the 12th of An- 
cnst, ISdl, that Major-General Fre- 
mont, Louimaudiiig the IX'pnrtmeut 
of the A>'est, established a uiilitiiry 
hospital in the suburbs of St. Louia. 

r.oueial Fii-iuont desired that everj" attention should 
be luiid to llie wouiidi-d soldiers. He visited them frc- 
queull.v, and i>eiveivliig tliat there was mueh neglect on 
the ]Kirt of llie attendants. ni>liUed to the Sifters of St. 
Philoiueuii's St'bool for a suflkicnt number of them to 
take <-har;;e of the hospitaL He promised the SiMtera, If 
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they would accept, to leave everything to their manage- 
ment. There was no delay in acceding to this request 
Rev. James Francis Burlando, the Superior of the Bisters 
of Charity, during a \isit made to St Fhiloraena^s School 
a few months previous* had forseen the probability of such 
an occurrence and given the Sisters directions to guide 
them in such a case. 

The Sisters had the superintendence of everything 
relating to the sick in the hospital. Some of the soldier 
attendants at first looked with wonder on the strange 
dress and appearance of the new nurses, asking them if 
they were Free Jfasons. The Sisters were, however, 
treated with the greatest respect, so much so that not an 
oath or disrespectful word was heard in the hospital 
during the three years that they were there. 

The hospital was visited every other day by the ladies 
of the Union Aid Society, who could not help admiring 
the almost profound silence observed in the wards. They 
could not understand the influence the Sisters exercised 
over the patients, both sick and convalescent, who were 
as submissive as children. The Archbishop of St Louis, 
the late Most Rev. P. R. Kenrick, D. D., was pleased when 
he learned that the Sisters had been asked for at the 
hospital. The prelate provided a chaplain, who ssiid Mass 
every morning in the oratory arranged in their apart- 
ment After the Mass the chaplain \isited every ward 
instructing, baptizing and reconciling sinners to God. 
There were hundreds of baptisms during the time the 
Sisters were in the hospital, the greatest number of the 
persons thus baptized dying in the hospital. The institu- 
tion was closed at the end of the war, and the Sisters 
returned to their former hornet. 
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Father Burke was one of tbe priests who did a great 
di'al of work in the hospital, and he bears testluMnqr to 
the fact that the potlents thought there were no persons 
like the Sisters. Tbej would often say: indeed, It was 
not the doctor that cured us; It was the Sisters," When 
retut-ning to their regiment they would say: ''Sisters^ we 
may never see you again, but be assured you will be Teiy 
gratefully remembered. Others would say: ^Sisters^ I 
>vi^ we could .do something for you, but you do not seem 
to want anything; besides^ it is not in the power of any 
I)oor soldier to make you anything like recompense. AH 
that we can do for you is to fight for you, and that we wOl 
do until our last breath." 

Tliey would rather apply to the Sisters in case where 
they could do so than to the doctiMrs, and as a result the 
Sisters had a diflleult task in encouraging them to have 
confldcDcc in the doctors. Every evening the Sisters were 
accustomed to visit a tent a few yards distant from the 
lios]>itaI, where the badly wounded eases were detained. 
One night a Sister found a poor man whose hand bad been 
amputated from the wrist, suffering very much, the arm 
being terribly inflamed. lie complained that the doctor 
had that morning ordered a hot poultice and that he had 
not received it. The Sister called tbe nurse and wound* 
dresser and inquired why tbe doctor*s orders had not been 
at tended to. They told her that there were no hops in the 
hospital; that the steward had gone to town that morning 
before they knew it, and they had no other opi)ortunity 
of Si^nding to obtain any that day. The Sisters imme- 
diately sent across the yard to a bakery and got some hops 
and had the iMuItice put on. The jxior man was gratified 
and surprised. '*The Sisters,'' he s;iid, "^flnd ways and 
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means to relieve everyoney but others who make a profes- 
sion of the work do not even know how to begin it^ 

When a new doctor came to the hospital it was from 
the patients that he would learn to appreciate the value 
of the Sisters. When the patients returned to their regi- 
ments they would say to their sick companions: ^If you go 
to St Louis try to get to the House of Refuge Hospital; 
the Sisters are there and they will soon make you welf 
Late one evening a Sister went to see that nothing was 
wanting for the sick. She found one poor man suitering 
intense pain in his forehead and temples. lie had taken 
cold in camp and the inflammation went to his eyes, so 
that he became entirely blind. The i>ain in his forehead 
was so intense that he thought he could not live until 
morning. The Sister asked liim to let her bind up his 
forehead with a wide bandage. 

Oh, Sister/' he said, 'it is no use. The doctor has 
been bathing my forehead with spirits of ether and other 
liquids, and nothing will do me any good. I cannot live 
until morning; my head is splitting open. But you may 
do w*hat you like.** 

She took a wide bandage which, unknown to him, was 
saturated in chloroform, bound up his head and left him. 
Early in the morning she went to ask him how he q>ent 
the night He said: **Oh, Sister, I have rested well; from 
the moment you put your hands on my forehead I exper- 
ienced no pain.'' lie never thought of attributing the relief 
to the chloroform, because he did not know of it, and the 
Sister, feeling that in this case ignorance was bliss, did 
not enlighten him. 

The patients had tlie best of feeling toward the Si»> 
ters, and when the medical doctor visited the hospital be 
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would Stand in the middle of tlie ward and tell the patients 
to whom they owed their comfort, the good order, deanli* 
ness and regularity that reigned there. He told them 
that all these things came through the Sisters. It is a 
notable fact that the respect with which they were treated 
in the beginning never diminished, but went on increasing 
while the hospital lasted. 

Two of the prisoners of war, as the result of a court- 
martial, were to be executed, but the worthy chaplaia 
wlio daily attended the prison obtained the pardon of one,, 
while the Sisters obtained that of the other. On one 
occasion a soldier who was accused of desertion was sen* 
tenced to lie hanged, and the ^^isters attended him until 
all was over. 

There was an elderly man confined in the prison hos- 
]>ital who always found grc*at pleasure in seeing to the 
wants of his cuniiuiuions. He told the Sisters it made 
him happy to see them get what they most desired. To- 
ward the close of the war he obtained his release, and 
afterwards sent fifty dollars to the Sisters to supply the 
wants of the sulTering sick. His son, some time later, was 
charged with some militar}* offense, tried by court-martial 
and afterwards executed. The young man became a 
Catholic, and in his last moments received the consolar 
tions of the Church. His remains w*ere given up to his 
family, and his father requestcnl the clergyman w*ho at- 
tended him before his execution to preach the funeral 
sermon, which the pri<»st did in a Baptist church, where 
his hearers were all Baptists. 

One of the jiriests who was untiring in his work 
among the soldiers in St. Louis during those heartbreak- 
ing days was Father Patrick John Ryan, now the Arch- 
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bisbop of tbe great Arcbdiocese of Pbiladelpbia. Em 
in tbe war be was appointed a cbaplain of tbe Govei 
ment, but resigned bis position, feeling tbat be could 
better work among tbe Soutbem prisoners of war if 
appeared among tbem simply as a priest. Tbe rector 
one of tbe Protestant Episcopal cburcbes in St Louis si 
ceeded bim as cbaplain. Fatlier Kyan is autboritj for t 
statement tbat tbere were probably more baptisms 
this military bospital than on any of the battlefields 
in any other bospital of tbe Civil War. 

He w*as a witness to many pathetic and humoro 
incidents in the daily routine of bospital service. On o 
occasion be was attending a iK)or drummer boy who w 
only too surely approaching the end of his life of warfa 
He spoke to bim gently of tbe things uecess;iry to do \mi 
such circumstances, instructed him to glance over 1 
past life and try and feel a genuine sorrow for all of 1 
sins and for anything he had done against bis fellow-mi 

The boy listencnl nu^ekly for a while, but when be w 
told to be sorry for all bis wi-ongdoiug a new light flash 
upon bim. He half I'ose in b(.*d and defiantly declared th 
if this contemplated tbe severing of bis allegiance to t 
Southern Confederacy and an admission tbat tbe ^Yt 
kees** were right be would have none of it Half-amus 
at this outburst, and not entirely unmoved at this lla 
of spirit in what tbe lad no doubt decerned a rightco 
cause, tbe good priest soon assured him tbat his missi 
was not of tbe North or the South, but of God. Tbe you 
sufferer died soon after this with most edifying sentimei 
upon his lips. 

Sister Juliana, a sister of IHsbop Chatard, of VI 
cennes, who did good senice in this and other hospita 
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was the witness of many affecting deatli-bed scenes and 
many wonderful death-bed conversions. Fervent aqiira^ 
tious to heaven went up from the lips of men who bad 
never prayed before. Soldiers from the backwoods who 
had known no I'eligion and no God were in a few hours 
almost transfonned. It is estimated that priests and 
Sisters baptized between five and six hundred persons at 
this one hospitaL 

Archbishop Ryan tells tho folio win|; imtident that 
came under his i>ersonal observation, and which John 
I Francis Ma;;uire, Member of Parliament from Cork, has 

incori>orated in one of his works: (1) 

"^A Sister was i)sist«ing through the streets of Boston 
with downcast eyes and noi:M.*less steps when she was 
suddenly addressed in a language that made her pale 
cheeks llunh. The insult came from a young man standing 
on a street corner. Tlie Sister uttert»d no word of protest, 



k 1 but raising her eyes gave one swift, iH»netrating look at 

^ the brutal offender. 

j Time passed on; the war intervenc*d. The scene 

! \ changi*d to a ward in a military liospital in MissourL A 

woundiHl soldier, once ]K)werful but now as helpless as 
ai: infant, was brought in and ]»lacc*d under the care of 
the Sisters of Charity. It was soon evident that the 

man*s hour had arrivi^d; that he vas not long for this 

i 

^orld. Tlie Sister urgi»d the man to die in the friendship 
of God, to ank jiardon for his sins, and to be sorry for what- 
ever evil he might have done. 

''I liave (committed many sins m my life,*' he ssiid to 
s| the Sister, ^'and 1 am sorry for them all .md hope to b€ 
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forgiven ; but there is one thing that weighs heavy on my 
mind at this moment I once insulted a Sister of Charity 
in the streets of Boston. Her ghince of reproach has 
hannted me ever since. I Icnew nothing of the 8isters 
then. But now I l^now how good and disinterested you 
are and how mean I was. Oh! it that Sister were only 
here, weak and dying as I am, I would go down upon my 
knees and ask her pardon." 

The Sister turned to him with a look of tenderness 
and compassion, saying: '*If that is all you desire to set 
your mind at ease, you can have it I am the Sister you 
insulted and I grant you pardon freely and from my 
heart** 

**What! Are you the Sister I met in Boston? Oh, yes! 
you are — I know you now. And how could you have at- 
tended on me with greater care than on any of the other 
patients? — me who insulted you so.** 

"It is our Lord*s way,'' replied the Sister gently. *1 
did it for Ilis sake, because He lovc^ His enemies and 
blessed those who persecuted Ilim. I knew you from the 
moment you entered the hospital. I recognized you from 
the scar over your forehead, and I have prayed for you 
unceasingly.'' 

''Send for the priest!^ exclaimed the d^ing soldier, 
''the religion that teaches such charity must be from God." 

And he died in the Sister*s faith, holding in his 
failing grasp the emblem of man*s redemption, and mur- 
muring prayers taught him by her whose glance of mild 
rebuke had long filled him with remorse through every 
scene of revelry or of perlL" 
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CHAPTER VI. 

IN AND AROUND WASHINGTON. 



DiUridatcd (rame huiUinss serve u hospiUb at the National CapttaL t 
convalescent r*ticnt who was "tired and vexed." A wbde day (pen) 
in eolng Iron Mora to store In a vain attempt to purchase "oaMof thoM 
white bcnneta" lor a Sister. The soldier whose liie was uvtd bybdoi 
■■shot in the U. S. A." 




\Vb«D the f nil rk-iiliil conflict bttwvcu the tec 

lloDH Ix-cao vt-rjr few jti-rfiiiuK i>;iU)K-d to consfdcr Hi 

4>x(tnt iiiitl t-<insc(|u<'nt-f. But as cjich ww-k pasm-d it 

;;i't-n* iu iati-utiily jiDil volume In 

ibf lit-innuing of the jt-ar 18C2 a) 

Ivat't 4."ill,000 I'liioD ti-ooira were in 

the lU-ld, anil lialf of tlint numbei 

wvrc unilcr tlie ooniiuand of Qen- 

cr.il Mi-Ocllao In and ai-iuind Wasb 

ington, I'pon iIk- lin-aking ont ol 

hostilitU'B old VirpnLi liad at once boi-nnio the piincipAl 

Hreoa of the eontemling armies of the Eaet. The Ooafed 

enite ('ii|tiia1 bfin): at Ri(-liiiiond aud tbe Union sent ol 

(•ovcrniiieul at Wiichington. I>, C*„ only a sliort streteh oi 

coiinti^' Koulli of iIk- I'litoinac Rivt-r Reparaled the amitefi 

A diBaKtroiiir di-feal at Itull Ron on the 2lRt of July 

ISTil, cauwd the I'nion Amiy to retreat to Waaliinglon 

There were varioKH minor engagements both before ani 
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after this date, but nothing of unusual consc'quence oc- 
curred until F€*brusiry, 18(52, when General U. 8. Grant, 
commanding tlie land forces, and Commodore Foote the 
gunboats^ captured Fort Henry on the Tennessee, and 
Fort Donelson on the Cumberland IMver in Kentucky. 
It in'as on this occasion, when the commander of Fort 
Donelson asked for terms, tliat Gnint gave the now his- 
toric reply: **Xo teiins except immediate and uncon- 
ditional surrender can be accepted. I propose to move 
immcHliately upon your works^** 

Some time before this the Confederate and Union 
forces realized that they were insufliciently provided with 
trainiHl nurses. In the early ikiiI of 1802 the Government 
made a formal iviiuest u]k)U tlie Sisterhoods for nurses. 
The Sisters of Charity wei-e rcMpiested to send a deputa- 
tion to attend the sick and wounded in the temiK>rary 
hospitals at Washington. T1ies4* liosiiitals consisted of 
a number of nitlier dilapidatcnl fnime buildings and var- 
ious tents which had been improvisi*d into structures for 
hospital purjMMses. 

The Sisters were promptly assigned from the mother 
house at Emmitlsburg, Md. ^^^len they arrived at the 
National Cajutal they found the buildings and tents 
crawded with iiatients. Tlie majority of these had lKH.*n 
brought in f i-om batth^lields in the vicinity of Washington. 
The Sisters endeavorcnl to look after the temi)oral needs 
of the men, in many instances acting in the dual capacity 
of d<R*tor and nurse. Tliere were many incidents, some 
of them of a humorous, most of them of a decidedly ser- 
ious character. 

While tlie nurses w*ere rushing from one cot to an- 
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otber a i)oor niau who was in a dying state cried out at 
the top of his voice, **I want a clergyman.^ 

One of the Sisters hastened to him and asked: ''What 
cler;:>'nian do yon want?^ 

lie replied: ''A wliitc bonnet clerg;}'nian; the one yoa 
ladies have." 

**nut you ai'e not a Catliolic?** said the Sister. 

^1 know that, but I want to see a Catholic priesf 

After a mli^ht delay a tlerj:yman reached his bed- 
side. Tile iKior i^itient reached Jiis skeleton like hand to 
the priest and be|;an as follows: '*ln the Bible we read 'as 
the Father hath sent Me, 1 also s<»ud yon, and wliose sins 
you shall for;;ive are forj^ivrn.* Now tell uie has that order 
ever bi»en coiiutenuandiHl in any p^irt of the Bible?" 

Tile priest replied with a smile: *'Xo, my son; it is the 
siime now as it ever was and ever sliall be." 

•'Well,'* said the sick man, *'l have? never disolx'yed an 
order when one who pive that order had authority to com- 
mand. Therefore* In^in^ a phhI soldier 1 wish to fultill that 
order in every irsjiect.** 

As he was not in immediate dan<;er and a man of 
considerable intclli|:euce the piit^t told him he would 
come and S4h* him apiin. The S4>ldi(*r aski^d for a cate- 
chism or any lKM>k that, would instruct him in the white 
iMmnet religion. loiter he niiule a confcssiim of his whole 
life and was l);ii»n/.4Hl «ui the followiui: Sunday mominj^ 
in the rliap«*l in the pivsi*nre of the entire con;;re|;ation. 
lie s;iid lu? did not wish to Ik' baptized 1»ehiud closed 
dcHirs, but wishiHl all to know that he was a Catholic. 
While he it*main<*d in the hospital he would <xo from one 
piitient to another readin;; and exphiinin;; what had Irh^ 
explained to him. Sevenil of the soldiers arguc*d with 
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him upon the subject of religion, but with the Bible in 
one Imnd and the little catechis<m in the other he would 
put them all to silence. 

One di-enrv night a 8coi*e of ambulances drove up to 
the hospital grounds with sixtv-four woundi'd men. Of 
this number fifty-six had been shot in such a manner as 
to necessitate amputation of either a leg or an arm. In- 
deed, a few of the unfortunates were deprived of both legs. 

Some died in the short while it took to remove them 
from the ambulance to the ward. The Sibters went from 
bed to bed doing all they could to minimize the sufferings 
of the soldiers. Two of the ]Kitients were very disres|>ect- 
ful to one of the Sisters, showing anger and telling them 
to begone. Tlie nurse in charge quietly walked away. 
After a little while another Sister went to them and 
asked if they wished her to write to anyone for them. 
They did, and she wrote as they dictated, then ivad it to 
them and left By this time they began to reflect on the 
kindness that had been show them and soon apprinriated 
the fact that the Sisters were indeed their friends. 

Of the sixty-four wounded men eight died the next 
day. Tliere were thirty bodices in the dead house, although 
it was the custom to bury two a day. For a while the pa- 
tients suffered fnuu smallix>x, which added very much to 
the labors of the Sisters, since such [Kitients had to be 
BC'iKirated and quarantined from the others. Several died 
from the disesise. One of the Sisters who waitcnl upon 
them took it, but recovered. Many of the patients who 
set^med to dislike and fear the Sistera found they had 
been mistaken in the opinions they had fornunl of them. 
They often showed their confidence by wanting to place 
their money in the custody of the Sisters. 
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One day a poor fellow obtained a pass and fspent th< 
entire day in the city and returned at twilight lookinf 
sad and fatigued. A Sister of his ward asked him if h< 
was suffering, and he replied: ^No, Sister; but I am tire^ 
and vexed. I received my pass early to-day and walked 
through every street in Washington tr>*ing to buy oni 
of those white bonnets for you and did not find a ftingli 
one for sale.** 

There are amusing stories of life in the hospitalsy an< 
on the field, and the following one is vouched for bj 
Mather M. Alphonse Butler: 

''Every Union soldiiT wore a belt with the initialt 
*U. S, .v.* — United States .Vnny. WTien a wounded mai 
was brought to tiie hospit;il notice was given to the Sistei 
and she would at once prejKire to dress the wound. On< 
day a man was brought in on a litter, pnle and unconscioufl 
and the Sister rushed to give him attention. By degreei 

F' f 

[} he l)ecame conscious, and the Sister asked him where b 

r I was wounded. He seemed lM.*wildoi*ed at first, but grad 

^ 1 ually his mind returned. Again the Sister asked hin 

^ where he was wounded. A smile spix^ad over his face 

**It is all right, Sister," ho s;ud; '•don't disturb your 
self." 

**Oh, no,'' she said, "they tell me you were shot." 
"Yes," he answen»d, "I was shot, but shot in the U 
S. A.'' 

The Sister understood at once the bullet had struci 
the initials on his belt, and they had saved his life. 
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SISTER ANTHONY AT SHILOIL 



Terrible loss of Ufe at the battle of Pittsburg Undine or Shfloh. Sister 
Anthony wins enduring laurels. Seven hundred wounded solJiers 
crowded on one boat The deck of the vessel resembles a slaughter 
house. A Sister of Charity acts as assistant surgeon. Sisters refuso 
to ah&nJon their patients. Sketch of the life of Sister Anthony. 



The battle of ^hiloli, Tenn., sometimes kuowu as 
the battle of Pittsburg Landing, was one of the great com- 
bats of the war. Bhiloh cost the Union anny in killed^ 

wounded and pHsoners 14,000 
men, while the Confedeniles lost 
10,700 men, including Genei'al Al- 
bert Sidney- Johnston, wlio fell in 
the first dayV light Tlie batiks 
were fotight on the Cth and 7th of 
April, 1802. Tlie morning of the 
6th was clear and beautiful, with 
no indications of a storm; but the 
day*s terrific battle was followed 
by a night of drenching rain. Tlie battle of the next day 
was also succi'eded by a fearful stonn, which in this case 
consisted of lain, hail and deet. An eye-witness writing 
of this says: ''And to add to the horrors of the scene, the 
elements of lleaven marshaled tlieir forces — a fitting ac- 

(40) 
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coDipaniiiu-nt to thi- UiDjieHt of liumnn tlcY.iKtation and 
passion lliat m.is rnglng. A cold, Orizxiiiig niin com- 
menced about niijlitfull und eoou came hiinler and faster, 
liic-n turned to {lililcsK, blinding bail. This storni raged 
with unrclentin;; violence for tbree boiire. I passed long 
wagon trains Eilli-d nitb wounded and dying soldiera with- 
out even a blauket to shield tbeni fi-oni llie driving sleet 
and hail which fell in stones sk large as paii ridge eggs ua- 
til it lay on the grtmnd two inches deep.*' (1). 

It was by the wort that she did al and after this Iwt- 
tle that Sister Anthony, a notable uieniber of the Sister* 
of Charity, won enduring lauivls. She left <^iucinnati for 
Shiloh, accomjiniiied by two other Sinters of riiarity. Dr. 
Itlackmnn, of Ciiniiiiiati; Mrf. Hatch aiid daughter, M(m 
Melingh, Mm. O'Slirmghnes^y and some charitable lfldle» 
of the Queen City. Thitt irip was made ou Captain Ross* 
boat, under t1i<> inre of Dr. Itlaekman. Sister Anthoof, 
whose mind is iiniuipaii-ttl and wl»»s<.' UK'Wory is excellent, 
lliiis tells of h. t- exiH-rieuee at Shilnh: 

"Al Shiloli we miuistere'd to the men itii lioard what 
Were iHiiinlaily l.iiiiwn as the lloatiug hospitals. We were 
ofleu obliged to uiiive farther up the river, iK'ing unalilo 
lo bear the lerril'u' stench from the Inidiea of the dead on 
the batlk-rield. Tliis was bad enoiigti, but what wc en- 
dured on the fletd of battle while gathering up the wound- 
ed is simply beyond descri|Hion. At one time there were 
700 of the poor soldiers crowded in one ImiiU. Many were 
M^'nt to our biispLtiil in Cincinnati. Others were so far 
restored to lie:illb as to return lo the wene of war. Many 
died giHMl, holy deaths. Although everything seemed dark 
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and gloomy, some amusing incidents occurred. Some days 
after tbe battle of Shiloli the young surgeons went oft on 
a kind of lark, and Dr. Blackman took me as assistant in 
surgical operations, and I must acknowledge I was much 
pleased to be able to assist in alleviating tbe sufferings of 
these noble men. 

'*The soldiers were remarkably kind to one another. 
Tliey went around the battlefield giving what assistance 
they could, placing the wounded in comfortable places^ 
administering cordials, etc., until such time as the nurses 
could attend to the wounded and sick. I remember one 
poor soldier whose nose had been shot olT, who had almost 
bled to death and would have been missed had w*e not 
discovered him in a pen, where some kind comrade had 
placed him before he left the field, every other place of 
refuge being occupied. His removal from tbe pen caused 
great pain, loss of blood, etc. Tlie blood ran down his 
shirt and coat sleeves, down his pantaloons and into his 
very boots. lie was very patient in the boat up the river. 
On arriving in Cincinnati he was placed in a ward in our 
hospital. Shortly after his arrival in the city a gentleman 
came to Cincinnati and called at the Burnett ITouse, which 
was then used as a military hospital, inquiring for his son. 
After searching everywhere else he called at St John^s 
Hospital. I met this sorrowing father just as I was leav- 
ing tbe hospital to attend to some business. From the de- 
scription he gave I concluded that the boy without the 
nose must be his non. I took him to the ward. Wlien w*e 
reached tbe bed where the man lay the father did not 
know hinL 

** 'Well,' said he, 'if he is my child I shall know him 
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by lii.s lii-ai].' lEiiiining his flngern thmiigh the bof's bair 
lio cxcluiiiuHl : 'M.v son! luy dear boyT 

"Tlu-re was one vounj; iiiua imder the care of SUter 
De ^iik-s. Tltis SistiT spoke to him of hcarcn, of God and 
of IiiN Fiuitl or Cifld he ktieu- nothiii;^, of hi-area he ocrer 
ht-ni'd, :iiiil he was absolutt-ly ignorant of a SiiprODie Be- 
ing, lie became luurh int<?t-«Ktcd iu what the lister said 
anil nils iinxioiiit to know tutnii-lliing luore of this good 
Cod of whom Ihe Sinter spoke. Thin good Sister of Char 
ily iuslnicU-d him. nml, no |triesl being near, she baptlud 
him aud suon his soul took its tliglit to that God whom he 
so late learned (o know and love. 

"Were I to i-niinieiate all the fji»>d done, conversions 
made, wmls savwl, i-oltinmH would not Mifllce. Often have 
I gazed at Sister De Saleit, as xhe iM-nt over (he cuts of 
those ix>or Ikur, miniKti'riut; lo their ^very want, Iu the 
Kliitness of (lie night. .\h! here tsoue to whom shegives 
a cool drink, here another whuxe ain|iiitiited and aching 
liinbM iiivd attention, thore an old man dying. Into 
wbosi' cju?! she wliisjtcrs the retim'st to r(']>eat those 
iH'antiriil wonln: 'I.iird. have nien-y on my monir I 
iihki-d myself: 'I>i> angels marvel at this workT 

"Day often dawiiiil on us only to r»*new the work of the 
]nvi-<-ding day. without a moment's rest. Often the decks 
of the vessels resembbHl a staugliter house, tilled as they 
were with the dead and dying." 

Tlie following is what an eye-witness says of Sister 
Aiillioiiy: ".Vnild thisst^'aof blot>d she jHn-fonued the most 
revnliiiig duties fur (Iiosl> iH>ur soldiers. Ix't us follow her 
(IS she grojies her way anioug the wounded, dead and dy- 
ing. She Keeiued to me like ii ministering angel, and ninny 
a young xoldier owes his lite to her cure and charity. Let 
us guze at her again as she stands alleutivo kindness and 
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assists Dr. Blackman while the surgeon is aniputating: 
limbs and consigning them to a watery grave, or as she 
picks her steps in the blood of these brave boys, admin- 
istering cordial or dressing wonnds.'' 

A Sister relates a sad story of a young man who wa» 
shot in the neck. Tlie wound was very deep From the 
effect of this and the scorching niys of the sun he suffered 
a burning thirst. lie was too weak to move, when sudden- 
ly the rain fell down in torrents. Holding out his weak 
hands, he caught a few drops, which sustainc*d life until 
he was found among the dead and dying on the battle- 
field. Cordials weiv given which relieved him. His looks 
of gratitude were reward enough. Many other soldiers 
who were thought to be dying eventually recovered. 

After the Sisters had finiKlu^ tlu-ir work at Shiloh 
they followed the anny to Corinth, wht*re the Confederates 
had retreated. The river wan blocked by obstacles in the 
sti'eam and progress by boat was necessarily slow. 
Finally the imiK^dinieuts lM»came so thick that the 
boat was sto]»]KHl altogether. The vessel was crowd- 
ed and the situation was a critical one. 
The ca])tain finally said that it was a matter of life and 
death and that the Sintei-s would have to flei* for their 
lives. To do this it would have In-en necessary to aban- 
don their jniticnts, who were enduring the greatt^st misi^ry 
on the l)oat. This the Sisters heroically refused to da All 
expi-essed their willingness to remain wilh the '^wounded 
boys'* until the end and to rfiare their fate, whatever it 
might be. Such hewism melted the he:irts of hardened 
men. Tlie Sistei*s fell on their knees and calked on the 
••Star of the Sea^'to intercede for I hem, that the bark might 
be guarded fi-om all hann. And their pitiyer was an- 
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swered. Two brave pilotn caino, who steered the boat to 
their destiuation and to a place of safety. 

After the war Dr. lilacknian became an active mem- 
ber of the luedical 8taff of the Good Samaritan Hospital 
in Cincinnati and ever proved a sincere friend of Sister 
Anthony. Tlie Sisters unite in praising the services of 
Mrs. Ilatdi and her daughter. Miss Hatch was a most 
estimable lady, who lK«i<towed ujion tlie soldiers the great- 
est of charity and kindness. Many of them called her 
''Sister Jennie,*^ a rare i*unipliment for one who was not 
a religious. 

The groans of the soldiers on the battlefit^d of Shiloh 
still linger in the memories of m;uiy of the Sisters, lister 
Anthony and her colU^jigues frequently picked their way 
through the lilc*s of the dead and wounded, and on many 
occasions assist<'d in carrying the sulterers to the boat% 
Tliese floating lios])itals Wi-re unique in many w*ays, but 
they will ever remain memorable as the scenes of the Sia 
ters* greatest triumphs, wlieiv they did so much for the 
causi* of humanity and where so many uuwarniuted preju- 
dices were removed from the minds of brave men. 

Among the surviviug Sisters ucme is n^garded with 
more affection and reverence than this s;ime Sister An- 
thony, who is now living in quiet iviii-emeut in Cincinnati, 
surrounded with all the loving attentions and comforts 
that sliould go with honorable old age. (1). Her work for 
hunuinity has bi*i*n spn*ad over a long series of years, and 
the heroic labors she iK*rfonued during the war form but 
an epi^Mle in a busy and useful caii*er. Hut it was a bril- 
liant e]>i8ode, one that dc*servi»s to be handed down to 
histor}' and that bnuight fadeless laurt*ls to a modest and 
unpretending woman. Sister Anthony was born near Tip- 

(1.) Si-iii*'uibcr, HW7. 
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perary, Ireland, of pious Catholic parents. She came with 
them to this country at an early age, and, in pursuance of 
a long-cherished idea, reuounccnl the world and was vested 
with the familiar habit of the Sisters of Charity. Her 
novitiate and earlier years in the order were spent at Em- 
mittsburg, Md. Finally she was placed in charge of a 
community at Cincinnati. According to good pcH>ple in 
that city who have carefully watched her career, she dis- 
played unusual devotion, business talent and self-sacriflce. 
Through her exertions an orphan asylum was foundc*d at 
Cumminsville, where large numbers of friendless and 
homeless children wei-e called for and i*eared to a sense of 
their responsibility to God and man. 

When the civil war Vroke out Governor David Tod 
issued a call for volunteer nurses. Alive to the necessities 
of the occasion, Sister Anthony relinquished the care of 
her asylum to other hands and, taking a band of Sisters 
with her, offered their ser>-ices. Tlieir work was in the 
South, most of it being in and around Nashville, Sliiloh, 
Richmond, Ky.; New Creek and Cumberland. Colonel 
John S. Hillings, M. D., now of the Surgeon GeneraFs of- 
fice at Washington, is one of the physicians having per- 
sonal knowledge of Sister Anthony, and he speaks of her 
in the \Qvy highest tei-ms. "I first knew Sister Anthony,** 
he said to the writer, 'in 1859, when she was in charge of 
the old St. John*s Hospital, on Fourth street, Cincinnati, 
in which I was i*esident physician, and I have known her 
ever since. I can say very cordially that she was a com- 
petent hospital manager and that I have always had the 
greatest respect and affection for her." (1). 

(1). Dr. Jobu Shaw BilUnct wa« liorn in Switzerland Countj, 
Ind., April 12, 1830. He received bis d<*gree in medicine In \WK 
and tbe following x<^r was ajipolnted demonstrator of anatomj la 
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Sister Anthony and her brave assistants spent many 
months in Nashville. The care and attention that was be* 
stowed u[>on the sick and wounded soldiers of both the 
Union and Confederate armies did much to dispel the 
tlioi]{;ht1es8 prejudices that had pre\ious1y existed against 
the Sisters. They went about like good angels, easing 
many a troubled spirit and showering love upon all with 
N\l)om they came in c*ontact. Sister Anthony stood out 
in bold relief fi-om all the others, and one who has knowl- 
ed^'e of those times wiys: **Happy was the soldier who^ 
Nvoiinded and Meedinj^, had her near him to whisper words 
of consolation and courage. Her person was reverenced by 
lUvic and (Iray, Pmteijstant and Catholic alike, and the 
love for her became s«o strong that the title of the *Flor- 
(nee Nij:htinj,'ale' of America was conferi-ed upon her, and 
soon her name became a houf^ehold word in every section 
(»f the North and South." Many of the Sisters with whom 
she worketl fell upon the field of honor, but Sister An- 
thony lived and sunived to enjoy a peaceful old age and 
the sweet thonjxht and consolation of work well done. 

The ending of the war, however, did not end her 
woik. After the white wings of jKnice had been spread 
over the battlefields she retuiiied to Cincinnati and made 
an eiloil to found an asylum that should be larger and 
greater than old St. John's, whei-e she had labored be- 
fore the war. For a time it lookiMl as if this noble inten- 

thi> Mrtlicul (\>nc;:i.* of Ohio. Tbe miidc your he wai aiipointed an 
ni^.vihtant s^urKiHin in the Uiiitix] State* aniiy. in which iKmitioQ he con- 
tiiMHil until i>larc«] in charge of the hortpitul ut Wn<thiD);tou, in 1SU3. 
He was hiXvT ariKunted DieOiial iDc>'iK.'ctor of the Anuy of the Poto- 
mac. In IS'.U be wu** nppointod Aursi^in general, and plaeed lo 
charge i>f the iliriHion of Titiil utatiKticn. In addition to thia he haa 
hwn uioJical advii^or to trut-ti^eii of the Johns Hopkina UnlTcraity. 
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lion was to be frustrated. Funds were not available and 
the usually charitable i)eople of the city seemed to be in- 
different. They onl}' seemed, however, for just when the 
effort was about to be given up in despair, John C. But- 
ler and Lewis Worthington, two of the wealthy men of 
the cily, came for>vard with sufllcient money to build and 
equip a magnificent institution. The result of this was 
the establishment of the Good Samaritan Hospital. Bis- 
ter Anthony was placed in charge and the work she did 
there equaled, if it did not excec*d, her war exiieriences. 
Already a model nurse, she In^came a model hos]iitaI man- 
ager. In the hos]>ital she increased her great knowledge 
and made a science of nursing the sick. 8he remained in 
executive coutml of the institution until 1882, when de- 
voted friends finally piwailed uiK>n her to relinquish her 
task and live in jH^ace and quiet the ivmainder of her life. 
Bhe has had several successors, the one now in charge be- 
ing Sister Sebastian. 

As a direct ri*sult of .the good done in the Good Sa- 
maritan Ilos]>ital came the establishment of an ori)lian 
asylum at Norwood thitmgh the munificence of Joseph 
Butler, Sr. It is at this institution that Sister Anthony is 
siK'uding the last yeai-s of her life. Iler time is spent be- 
tween the asylum at Norwood and the Good Samaritan 
Ilosiiital, in Cincinnati. Although verj* venerable, indeed, 
she retains all her faculties to a suri>rising degree. She 
walks about unaided and takes gi*cnit delight in doing lit- 
tle tasks alK)ut the hospitaL On the last feast of the As- 
sumption she celebrated her seventy-ninth birthday. On 
that occasion the event was noted in many of the churches 
in Cincinnati and a prayer for her went up in many parts 
of the countij. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PORTSMOUTH AND NORFOLK. 



The OHrtest bet«-ecn th* Mwiitor and the Meirlmac. and CMwn) openttom 
ol the war during the seven diys' battle near Rtchnoni. The tatdng 
ol the cities ol Nurlolk anJ Portsmouth by the Unioa lorces. SistMS 
narrowly esupe drownlnt whik crossins the river In a row boaL Oot 
ln^tan;e wtivre h9tr<fJ was turned to love. 



In the 1-^ij't the I*iiion caiiA- liad not Ixi-n so sacce««- 
fiil. WlK-n llio Tuion fort-iis at the lH-j,'iiiiiiiia of the war 
iilianduufd Xorfulk, with its imvy yai-d, tlicv Lk-w \i\t all 
I he GcivfiuiiH-iit vessels to pre- 
vent thi'iu fixnii fiitliuj; iulo the 
liaiitls of the rmifedenites; One 
fri^iile, chilli )i.id bii-n tmuV, 
wa» I'iiiM'il hy the ConfeOeratoa 
and t niusfDi'iiK-d into nn iron- 
<-l;id nun, inakin;; her one of 
the most fomiidiilile veeselg 
then atloiit, tlioii';h now «he 
would iHf i'otis)<k-re(I fidieiilonii. This veswl. ret-J) listened 
the Merrhiiav, aided h.v three ^iiii ImkUs, dvsli-oyed llie 
I'liited iSlates friuMte Cwuihi-rlaud, f<irti-d the »iiriviidt r of 
tlieCMiiciTss and Keatteri'd the reiiiatiider of the L'nfon 
lli'i-t in Hamilton Hoads. Tli;it tiijiht, amid the cousternn- 
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tion which prevailed, the new Union gun boat, called the 
Monitor, designed by John Ericsson, arrived in Hampton 
Roads and prepared to resist the Merrimac the next dav. 
The Monitor was a turreted ironclad. The following 
morning, after a severe battle, the Monitor drove the 
Merrimac back to Gosport Navy Yard, where she was 
later blown up. This was one of the turning points of 
the war. 

In the meantime General McCIellan made his advance 
on Richmond, going by sea to Yorktown and advancing 
thence on Richmond. For seven days there was tremen- 
dous fighting near Richmond, the Confetlerates usually get- 
ting the best of it Finally McCIellan retwatc^d to Ilarri- 
son*8 landing to make a new effort. He was greatly dis- 
ai»pointed in not getting reinforcements, and finally was 
ordered back with his army to Washington* 

During the contest known as the "seven days' bat- 
tles^ the fighting commenced about 2 oVlock A. M., and 
continued until 10 P. ^f. esich day. Tlie bombs were burst- 
ing and reddening the heavens, while General McClellan^s 
Reserve Corps ranged about tbrc*e hundred yards from 
the door of the Sisters* house. Wliile the battle lasted the 
Sisters in the city hospitals were shaken by the cannonad- 
ing and the heav}- rolling of the ambulances in the streets 
as they brought in the wounded and dying men. Tlie sol- 
diers informed the Sisters that they had received orders 
from their general "to capture Sisters of Charity, if they 
could,^ as the hospitals were in great need of them. 

One night the doctors callcnl on the Sisters to see a 
man whose limb must be amputated, but who would not 
consent to take the lulling dose without having the Slft> 
ters of Cliarity say he could do so. The Sisters s:^^ it was 
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dark jind ilio crowd was too great to tbiuk of going. The 
doctors left, Init soon returned, declaring tliat the man's 
life d( jK ndcd on their coming. Two ^^i»te^s tben, escorted 
\*\ \\\i' (loct<»rs, went to see the iwtient, who said to them: 
"Sisurs, tlicy wish me to take a dose tliat will deprive me 
of my s( uses, and I wish to make my confession first, and 
a priest is not here.** Tliey put his fears at rest, and he 
w( nt tlironj:h the operation succeKsfnlly. ^metimes the 
jK'.or iiMii weix* broii;:ht to them fit»m en«*ampments where 
rr.tions were very scarce or from hospitals frcmi which 
the able iKidied men bad retreated and left perhaps thou- 
sands (jf wounded pnsouers of war, who, in their distresi% 
had fed on mule llesb and rats. These poor men, on arrlv- 
iii;: at the liosjiiials, IcK^ked more dead than alive. 

Norfolk, beinjr left uiidefruded about this time, was 
t?r<.n occupied by <ie!ieral Wool, who swtHii>ed down upon 
ii with ii force from Fortress Monroe. The bombardment 
ctf theeitiesof rortsmouili and Norfolk i:ave notice to the 
fc^isters of Charity that ih<*ir services would soon be needed 
in that hM-ality. Tliey liad a hosj^itjjl, an asylum and a 
day s( lioi.l iu Norfolk. The toUiniC of the bells on that May 
m(»rnin«; first announced the destruction of the cit}*. Soon 
roitsniouib was in llames. I^irjre ma^a7Jm*s and powder 
e.\j»lodin^ shiK»k the two cities in a terrible manner. The 
hospital where the Sisters were iu cliarj^e was ci*owded 
Willi the sick and wounded. Thev were caivd for as well 
as ]K>ssible with the limited means at band. In a short 
lime, however, Norfolk was evacuated, and Iwth that city 
and Toitsmouth taken by the Vnicm tixx»i>i*. All of the 
Southern soldiei*8 that eould leave Wfoiv the coming of 
the NoiilK'rnei's left, and the hospital was onnpanttively 
einjity. Tlie l'nli)U soldiers crowdtnl into the city and 
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gresit confusion ensued. The 3rarinc IIoHpital in Ports- 
mouth was pirparcd for the sick and wotinded, and the 
Union authorities asked the Kistei*8 to wait u]N)n their 
men. These troops were in a deplorable condition. Tliere 
was no time to be lost and the Sisters lost none. They 
were constantly administering by turns to soul and body. 
Indc*edy as far as iK)ssible, the K4*lf-sacrificing Sisters sub- 
tracted fi*oui their own f<M)d and i*est in order that the suf- 
fering men might have more of both. 

In a few dsiys si*vcral more Sisters came to aid those 
who were in charge. The newcomei-s met wilh manv vex- 
at ions trials on the way. First they were denied trans- 
jKirtation, and next barely c»scaiK»d being lost in ci-ossing 
a river in a small rowboat, the f mil cnift, through the cait^- 
lessuess of some one in charge, being heavily overloaded. 
They eventually reachcnl their destinaticm, however, and 
were enabled to eJTect much good among the men. Many 
alTecting scenes took jilace in the wai-ds. Tlie Sisters were 
ap]>lying cold aiiplications to the feveixnl men. One sol- 
dier, bursting out in tears, exclaimed: 

"Oh, if my jKior mother could only six? you taking care 
of me slie would take you to her hcnirf 

A man of alniut 2.** years saw a Sister in the distance 
and raised his voice and cried: 

"Sister, come over to my bed for awhile.** 

lie wais in a dying state, and the Sister knelt by his 
biilside making suitable preparations for him in a low 
voice. lie reiR*aited the jiniyers she ririted in u very loud 
tone. The Sister said : 

**I will go away if you i»ray so loud.* 

"Ah, Sister,'' he s;nd, *'I want (lod to know that I am 
in earnest.** 
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The Sister sliowed luni her cnicifix, saying: *T>o you 
know what this means?^ 

lie tuok it and kis.sc*d it, reverently bowing his head. 
While another man was rcH.M*inni: instructions he sudden- 
ly cried out at the top of his voice: "^omc over and hear 
what Sister is telling nie.^ She looked up and saw a wall 
of human Innings surrounding her, attracted by the loud 
prayers of the i^oor man. In this crowd and on his knees 
was one of the doctors, who, lK*ing on his rounds among 
the patients and seeing the Sister on her knees, involun- 
tarily knelt, and remaiucd so until the Sister arose. The 
patient soon after diet! a most etlifying death, receiving 
the last rites of the Church. 

Another jK^ir felUiw s<H-nHtl to hav** a deep-seated 
prejudice ag:iinst the Sisters. lie constantly refused to 
take his nuHlicinr, and wcMild t^vfu go so far as to strike 
at the Sisters whi*n they otT«T<d it to him. After keeping 
this up for some time and findiug the Sisters undisturbed 
and gentle as evi*r, he said, '*What are you?** 

The Sister replied: •"! nm a Sistt*i of Charity." 

'•Where is your husband?'' 

'*! havi» none,** rejilied the Sifter, ••and I am glad I 
have nuU^ 

"Why are you glad?*' he asked, getting very angry. 

"Kfcause,*' she replied, '"if I had I would have been 
employed in his affairs, coaseipieutly could not l)e here 
waiting on you.** 

Asif by umgii' he said in a sulMluetl tone: **That will 
do," and turniMl his face from her. The Sister left him, 
but presently returned and offered him his medicine, 
which he took without a murmur. When he recovered 
from his long illness he became one of the warmest 
friends of the Sisters. 
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As the Tvar continued the Government also made use 
' of the Sistei* Ho8]>ital of St. Francis de Sales, Here all 
things were under the direct charge of the Sisters, the 
Government, in this particular instance, ]Ki.viug them a 
stated sura for their senices. During the time their house 
was thus occupied about twenty-flve hundred wounded 
soldiers were admitted, of whom but one hundred died. 

The Sisters had been at Portsmouth about six months 
when the hospital was closed. Several of the Sisters were 
sent to other jKiiuts, while the remainder started for Em- 
mittsburg. The cars took them to Manassas, in the midst 
of an extensive encamjanent, where they weix* told they 
could not jiass the Potomac, as the enemy was firing on 
all who appeared* 

Tlie army chaplain celebrated Mass at this ])oint, an 
old trunk in a little hut serving as an altar. The Sisters 
were obliged to go to Richmond, and it was two weeks 
before a flag of truce could take them into Maryland. They 
m(*t the Judge Advocate of the army on the Innit and he 
showed them every attention, saying: **Your society has 
done the country' gn^at service, and the authorities in 
Washington hold your community in great esteem.'' 



i 



mmmmm 



CHAPTER IX. 

LABORS IN FREDERICK CITY. 



The Sisters qturtered in a stone btrruks ttut had been occnptcJ by General 
WashlnEtm durinc the Revoluliunary war. Patienu see no necesdtj 
for " tincture ol iron " from the diKtors. SotJien without food for tliir> 
teen days. Yount wholastka from the Jesuit Novitlata in the capadtjr 
of nurses. Not enemies " except upon the battlefieU." 



On tlif 4tU of June, lSi>2, a tclc;;rum was rt-ct'iv»-d at 

tlK- Cc'tilrii) II«itiM\ in Eiuiiiilt^lmi-};. asking tlint ten 8iB- 

tcrs Id- (Iclinlcd for lingpitrtl scrvii-i' in Fn-derlck City, Md. 

TIiL' rt'tjufst tanit' from tlie medical 

^■^' _ iiutliorilics ill fliargv of llie liospi- 

tai. anil ir cxplaim-d tlio iiiiim>diate 

aud imiK-nitivo lu-od of tbe &i»- 

tera. Tlu-rt* were only three St»- 

( at lilwrty in tbc niiila lionae 



'iYj\-^p^;v^. it-iT* at iioeriy in luc niiuu noaw; 

-T'**^ '/V^i(^r' "t ">« ""'<■•■ •»»' '1"^ ''^'"l "' *^* 

— — ' "" SniK-riora inanap'd tosifure w.'ven 

otJitTA fmiii tlif various Cutliolic 

fxhooix and a('!idi-niii>« in ilie i-ily of Ualliniore. 

Tile ti-n tiur>o>)i RiartiHl niHin ilit'tr joniiiey witliont 
any nnnciossii ry dt-lay and wmiu rciubt'd FixHioricl; City. 
\\nicn tlii-y ari-ivfd at tlii' lu)«|>itiil tlicy wen? recplved bj 
an oi-dcrly, wlio x1iow4-d llit'ni to llieir ixmni. It was in an 
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As tbe var cMitiaiied tbe GoTemmcnt aim nude aw 
of tbe Bislent* Horpilal of fk. Fnnris de Haln. Here all 
things were under tbe dinrt diarsc of tbe Rsten, tbe 
GoTenunent, in tbit particular instance, {njiBs tbvra a 
stated sum tor tbeir serrireft. Darin* tbe time ibeir hoaie 
was thus occnpied about tweDtT-iT« bondred woasdMl 
soldiers vere admitlrd. of wbom bnt one bondred died. 

Tbe Sisters bad liec« at rortanontb aboat rix months 
vbfni the bo^tal was rlosrd. Peroral of tbe (fasten vcre 
sent to oibtT i>oiutf>, while tbe remainder nartt-d for Em- 
nilttsboT^ Tbe rars tuuk them to 31aBaMia>>, in tbe nidst 
of an exlmFiTe <iKam|imeat, wbriv iber wt-re told tb*^ 
could not poits tbe IVittMKir, as ibe eneniT wa« flrfng tin 
uH who a|i{M-ared. 

Tbe aniir chaplain ttlrbrated Mafw at ihiM |iofnt, uo 
old inink in a Utile bnt serrtn;; as an altar. Tbe Killers 
Wen.- oblip:^ to go to BicbuMHid, and It was two wm4u 
before a flag of tmre could take them into Marnland. Tbry 
mi-t the Judge Adrocate of the annr on Ibe iMKit and be 
showed tbeni eTet7 attentinn, saTing: "Vuar xoHety has 
doae tbe country- gnat rerrk-e, and tbe antborilles la 
Washington bold roar commiinit t in grrat esteem.* 
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inj; drink. This drew from the lips of tbe poor sufferers 
numy a blesjfinj;; ami prayer for the Sisters of Charity. 

Tbei'<' W4ie continual skimiislies in the Shenandoah 
Valh y, from wlionoe large numbers of wounded were fre* 
qiK-ntly brought to the hospital, so that in a short time it 
Mas overcrowded and the chief surgeon was obliged to 
c)((\il»y two or three public buildings in the city as hos^ 
pitaLs. At tbe request of the doctors eight additional Sis- 
tii-8 were sent from the Mother Ilouse at 
Kininittsburg, and thi-y were divided among the vari- 
ous hospitals that were occupied as temporary wards until 
nicoinmodations could be made at the general hospital to 
receive the worst cases. The sick and slightly wounded 
men were transferred to Italtimore. 

A yonn^r man, a Phihidelphian, was brought in one 
day fearfully crushed, one hand and arm mangled to a 
jelly. OjK'ning his eyes he lH*held a Sister of Charity 
stan<linj: near him; a h)ok of liglit succeeded tlie lieavy 
expression of weary |.ain and he exchiimed: "Oh, I wish 
I were as };ood as tin- Sisters of Charity, then I would 
be ready to die/' lie begged for baptism. There was no 
time to lose. The Sisters hastened to iustruct him in 
what was necessary for him to iK'Heve and then bap- 
tized liim, after whirh he calmly expired. 

One of the difllculties with which the Sisters had to 
contend was the improper manner iu which the food was 
jirepartd. One day the chief surgtH)u asked for a Sister 
to snpi rintend the kitchen, and one who was qualified for 
the clnuj^e was sent for that i)uriK)se. Iler silence and 
gentlenc ss sinai ipielh*d the turbulent spirits of the sol- 
diers employed iu her oHUe, so that in a short time they 
bt came as doeile as children. On the first day an improve- 
m«nt was noticed iu the hos]»ital. The steward said that 
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for the short time the Sisters had been there their pres- 
ence in the barracks had made a wonderful change. Ue 
said that the men were more resiKHrtful and were seldom 
heard to swear or use profane language. A Sister was 
unexi)ectedly accosted one day by a convalescent patient, 
whom, she often noticed, viewed her with a surly counte- 
nance and would reluctantly take from her whatever she 
offered him. He said : 

"Sister, you must have noticed how ugly I have acted 
towards you and how unwillingly I have taken anything 
from you, but I could not help it, as my feelings were so 
embittered against you that your presence always made 
me worse. I have watched you closely at all times since 
you came to the barracks, but when you came in at mid- 
night last night to see the p«atient who lay dangerously ill 
I could not but notice your self-sacrillcing devotion. It 
was then that my feelings became changed towards yon. 
I reflected uinm the motives which seemed to actuate the 
Sisters of Charity and I could not help aidmiring them. I 
thank you. Sister, for all the kindness you have shown me. 
I am happy to say that the Sisters of Charity have left 
imjiressious on my mind that will not be easily effacinL'* 

On the 19th of July, 1802, the feast of St Vincent de 
Paul, the Sisters i*eceived quite a tre;it in the shape of an 
excellent dinner, sent by the director of the Jesuit Noviti- 
ate and the Su]K»rioress of the Visitation Convent, in 
Washington. Si*veral ladies also visited them and sent 
refreshments for the day. 

There were many Germans in the barracks, and the 
band of Sisters who were theiv only s|)oke the English 
lar.gnage. Tlie Superior, however, sent a Gennan Sister 
who could s]>eak to these men and interpret for the other 
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8istei-8. At tlieir request one of the clergymeo *f rom tbe 
Xovitiate, who siK>ke the Oeriiian laniniage, heard the con- 
fessions of the German Catholics 

On the evening of September 5, lSG2y the Sisters were 
suddenly alaiined by an unusual beating of the dmma. 
They had all retirt*d to bed except the Sister servant, who 
railed to them to vlife quickly and go to the bsirracks; that 
the ConftMlerate army was in Maniand and would reach 
the eanip in the morning. They were informed that all 
the patients who were able to walk, including the male at- 
tendants and men employed about the hospital, would 
have to leave the place in about an hour, and that all the 
United >^tates army stores in the city must be consigned 
to the lianies. Imagine their feelings at such news. The 
hour jKissi'd like a Hash. Tlie si^ldiers all disapi^eared ex- 
lept a few of the badly Wi»undi*'J, who could not be re 
niov(>d. The si;rnal was given and in a few moments the 
entire city was enveloiH»d in smoke and tlame& The con- 
flagration was so givat that it illuminated all the sur- 
roundini; towns. Tlie Sistei-s sjient the ivmaining jwrt 
of the nij;ht with the sick who weix* left alone in the 
wards. The doetoi*s who remained at their iN>sts carried 
their inslnunents and other aitirles to the Sister 
servant foi safe-keeping, knowing that whatever the Sis- 
t( i-s had in their jjossession was secure. 

The n« \i day dawned bright and beautiful, but what 
a SCI iM' of disolatiou and ruin was presentcnl to the view! 
There was no one on the hos]UtaI grounds but the steward 
and doctors, alK>ut four in numlK^r, and the Sisters, who 
were gi>in;: to and from the barracks attending the help- 
less sc»ldiei-s. It was then that these iK)or, helj^less men 
exclaimed in astonishment and gratitude: 
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"Ob, Sisters, did you stay to care care of us? We 
thought you also would have gone, aud then what would 
have become of us?-' 

About 9 oVloc-k in the morning the Confederates were 
discovered on the top of a hill advancing i*apidly towards 
the hospital. Suddenly the advance guards api)eared in 
front of the Sisters' windows, which wore under the doc- 
tor's office. One of the Confederates demanded without 
delay the surrender of the place to the Confederate anny, 
in command of Generals Jackson and Jjoe. The officer of 
the day I'eplied, '*I surrender.'' Tlie guards i-ode off and in 
about fifteen minutes afterwards the whole Confederate 
army entered the hospital grounds. It was then that the 
Bistei*s witnessed a mass of human misery — ^\'oungand old 
men, with boys who seemed like more childivn, emaciat<»d 
with hunger and covered with tattei*ed rags that gave 
them more the appearance of dead men than of living ones. 
After these skeleton-like forms had been i»laced in their 
respective barracks and tents the sick wers? bi-ought in, 
numbering over 400. Tlie majority of these were, however, 
half-dead from want of food and drink. Tliey infovuHHl 
the Sisters that they had bc^en without anything to eat for 
thirteen days, with the exception of some gi-eeu eorn, 
which they were allowed to pluck on their mareh into 
Maryland. The Sisters were delighted to find a field in 
which to exercise their charity and zeal on In^half of the 
sufTering men. But, alas! a new trial awaited them. The 
United States surgeon called ujwn the Sister ser^'ant and 
told her that the Sisters could not at that time give any 
assistance to the Confederates, as they, the Sisters, were 
employed by the Union Govei-nment to take care of their 
sick and wounded, but he added that the Union armv wa» 
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d:iiiv e.\)H:'cted, and as soon as it would reach the citj the 
ConfcdtTate sick would receive the same care and atten- 
tiuD as the Unioa soldiers^ 

The t iiizeus were now at liberty to do as they pleased. 
TIrv lloi'krd in crowds to the hostpital, distributing food 
and i'lothiiig at their own discretion. This proved fatal 
ill many cases. aE the diet furnished the sick men was con* 
t raiy to wliat their condition required. The young scholas- 
tics of the Jesuit Novitiate ni'ar-by volunteered to nurse 
till* s*n k S4»ldirrs, and tbt*ir siTvicex were accepted by the 
r nit id Stairs sur^^i'on, who arranged accommod«itions for 
thcni at the barracks. The Sisters were also allowed to 
*/i\v the sihohistics meals in tlieir refectory. It was truly 
* tlifvin;; to si^e tlie zeal of those school boys. Father 
S«»ui in, the c(»nfessor of the Sisters, was likewise indefati- 
^raMe in his ialntrsw He dei'ply regrettcnl the restrictions 
the Si>tei^ were under, at the s;inie time admiring the 
\\oiideifiil wavs of Ood in iM*rniitiin«; the voung M^holas- 
ti(s to ;:ain adniillami* into the liospitnl, to till the mis- 
sion of I harity of which the Sisters were so naexjiectedly 
deprived. 

On tlh' lifth day of the invasion the Sister siTvant ob- 
tain! d a jiassjNUt from (Seneral Ia-x* for two Sisters to Em- 
initlsliui;:. They weie tlius enaMi*d to api^rise the Su- 
IK riius of their situation. Thesis* s;tnie Sister* returned to 
FretK rii k on Si'jitenilK*r 12, acroniik;ini(H] hy the Sister as- 
sistant fn»ni Knunittslmrg. On re-entering the city their 
a>ioiiishnient was grejit wlien they found tliat the whole 
Sin I hi in army liad dis;ii»iK*aretl. When tliey nniched the 
haiinuks the i>tlier Sisters informed thi*m that the Cim- 
fe<leiates ha<l h*ft the rity the pivvions night, le:ivingonlj 
tiuir >i« k wlio were unable to l»e reiuoved. 

J'rrdriiik City was a^am in iK>sS4*ssion of the Tnion 
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forces and the good nursofi were now at liberty to exercise 
their duties in liebalf of tbe sick Confederates who were 
prisoners at tbe bosjiital. The doctors made no distinction 
between them and the Union soldiers. They lay side by 
side, so that the Sistere bad it in their jwwer to give them 
equal attention. It was truly edifying to see tbe patience 
and harmony that prevailed among them. They would 
say: "Sisters, we are not enemies except on the battle- 
field." 

General Mi-Clellan was at this time in command of 
tbe Union army. On one occasion ho visited the barracks 
and was delighted with the order that reigned throughout 
Before leaving he expi-essed a desire to have fifty addition- 
al Sisters sent to nurse the sick and wounded, but tbe 
s(*arcity of Sisters made it imix>ssible to comply with his 
request 

A reinforcement of Sisters was now required to go to 
the various places occupied by the wounded. Tlie Su- 
periors could only send a few on account of the creat de- 
mand for them throughout the diiTerent parts of tiie State. 
In Frederick City tbe Sinters had to divide their ser>'ices 
between the barracks and the tents, and even tlien it was 
impossible to do justice to all. They were thus occupied 
for nearly six weeks without intermission except a few 
hours, which they would occasionally take for i^jwse, and 
even that was frequently Interrupted. They thought litr 
tie of fatigue or bodily privation, being happy in the be- 
lief that they were not better sen-ed than the sick and 
wounded. 

During the month of Si*i»teniber the Sisters were re- 
called by their Sujieriors to the Central House at Emmitts- 
burg, and this for the time being ended their labors ut 
Frederick Citj. 
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CHAPTER X. 

WHITE HOUSE. 



Shty Si^trn depart from BaHlnoce for the lUUoa bi Vlrclnla. Wotrnde* 
and dying men upon transport boats. Nurses ttrho shared tvtrj bomr 
with their p.ilients. Two Sisters who wett nuityrs to dntr and ba* 
inanity. The worn-out Sister o( Charity butted. MUitaiy booan «p«» 
the banks of the Potomac. Death of a deserter. 



The tiiiiii.v iijiixals for J'isU'rs to r«'i»air to the war 

stvii-kc-ii Ffilionw of tlie rminlrj-, botli Xortli and Soatb, 

Iiail widely soimratt'il tin' iiu-iiilH-ra of the Eaiuittsburg 

couiiiiiiuity. T1i« voncmble Moth- 

/^r'- S-^ IT Anil SiiiiPon remained in ex- 



A ''i/'^' ~'^'?''-"'I;". <'<^"''Ve chai-ire iit iKtiiie. Father 
■5- (^(iVj^'^' ."',■. : ""'li""'" viwiti-d jis wfH as he 
VV.'',^-.Xiy/^'^'','^; could the var '■"* *• ' 



various nulttnry bospi- 
.■ the J'istera were »ta- 
tioiK'd. His i-ai-i- would not extend 
■yond tbL-line of hostilitioR, but,. 
foil unatdy, the i^uter assistant 
had been sent to supcrintvud the millions lu the South 
boforo the blookade. 

On .Inly 14, ISil'*, ihc surpoon general at Washington 

wrolc f<ii- (iiu- hiindi-ctl Sislvrs to I>c sent to a station 

calli'd Wliiu- House, u) Virginia, then !n possession of 

the Xdiilieiu fon-e*. So many were already in service 

(631 
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that it was iiui^os'siblc to comply fully with this request. 
Bixly Rsters, however, started tvom Baltimore for that 
I>laee. As all traveling was attended with much difQculty, 
the Bistei*s experienced many hardships. Tlie authorities 
intended to make a hospital encampment in the vicinity of 
White House, as many thousands of wounded had been 
brought there from the recent battles. No preparations 
had been made for accommodating the Sisters, al- 
though the oHicers and doctors were rejoiced at their com- 
ing. General George li. McClellan, then chief in com- 
mand, was some miles distant at the time, but sent onlers 
that everj- i)ossible care and attenti<m sliould lie offered 
to the Sisteins. Father Hurlando acromi»sinitHl the Sisters 
to this place, and after receiving assuniuces that pivjier 
arrangements had bc*en nmde for them ix'turncHl home. 
They had only i>assed a few days hetv when suddenly all 
hands were ordered to leave with the greatest haste — the 
enemy was only two miles distant. Tlien In'gan confu- 
sion and additional suffering. 

The wounded and dying men were hurriiMlly placed 
uiK>n transpoil boats. These vessels were so overcrowded 
that they seemed more like sinking than sailing. The Sis* 
U'l-^ were detailed to accompany the wounded to the sev- 
eral cities where they were destined, the work of tmnsjior- 
tation continuing for several weeks. Tlie Bisters sliared 
with their patients every hori-or but their bodily luiins. 
ITiey were in the lower cabin^ the ceiling of which was 
low and the ajiartment lighted by hanging lami>s and can- 
dles?. The men lay on beds on the lioor, with scarcely 
enough space to walk between them. The Sister in charge 
of this lower ward was so i^ersevering in her zealous at- 
tention that even the doctor dechired he did n<it know how 
lu:man nature could endure such duties. A few months 
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Sisters. At their request one of the clergymen from the 
Novitiate, who sjjoke the German lan^ruage, heard the con- 
fessions of the German Catholics. 

On the evening of September 5, 1SG2, the Sisters were 
suddenly alarmed by an unusual beating of the dmnu. 
They had all retired to bed except the Sister servant, who 
oalh'd to thrni to rise quickly and go to the biirracks; that 
the Confederate aiiny was in Maryland and would reach 
tho eani]) in Ihe morning;. Tliey were informed that aU 
thi.* ])atienls who were able to walk, Including the male atf- 
tendants and men emploj'ed about the hospital, would 
have to leave the place in about an hour, and that all the 
I'uiti^d States army stores in the city must be consigned 
to the llauus. Iina«;iue their feelings at such news. The 
hour jKissi'd like a Hash. Tlie S4ild!ers all disapfieared ex- 
cept a few of ihe badly wounded, who could not be re 
moved. The si;rnal was given and in a few moments the 
entire city was euvelopi»d in smoke and tlame& The con- 
flagration was so givat that it illuminated all the sur- 
roundini;: towns. TLe Sisters s|ient the tvmaiuiug iKirt 
of the ni;:ht with the sick who weix* left ahme In the 
wards. The doctors who remaiued at their iN>sts carried 
their instruments and other aiiitles to the Sister 
servant for safe-keeping, knowing that whatever the Sis- 
lei-s had in their jjossession was secure. 

The nrxi day dawned bright and beautiful, but what 
a Hi iH* of drsohition and ruin was presented to the view! 
There was no one on the hospital grounds but the steward 
and doctors, alK>ut four in numlK'r, and the Sisters, who 
were going to and from the barracks attending the help- 
less soldiers. It was then that these iH)or, helpless men 
exclaimed in astonishment and gratitude: 
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"Oh, Sisters, did you stay to care care of us? We 
thought 3*ou also would have gone, and then what would 
have become of usT^ 

About 9 oVlock in the morning the Confeilerates were 
discovered on tlie top of a hill advancing I'apidly towards 
the hospital. Suddenly the advance guards api)eared in 
front of the Sisters* windows, which wore under the doc- 
tor's oflice. One of the Confedera^tes demanded without 
delay the surrender of the place to the Confederate army, 
in command of Generals Jackson and Jjoq. The offlcer of 
the day replied, '*! surrender.^ The guards I'ode oiT and in 
about fifteen minutes afterwards the whole Confederate 
army entered the hospital grounds. It was then that the 
Sistei*8 witnc*ssed a mass of human misery — ^j'oungand old 
men, with boys who seemed like mere childi-en, emaciatc»d 
with hunger and covered with tattered rags that gave 
them more the appearance of dead men than of living ones. 
After thcfse skeleton-like forms had been i^laced in their 
nspective barracks and tents the sick wer^* bix)ught in, 
numbering over 400. Tlie majority of these were, however, 
half-dead from want of food and drink. Tliey iuformtHl 
the Sisters that they had been without anything to eat for 
thirteen days, with the excejition of some gi-een t'tjrn, 
which they were allowed to pluck on their mirch into 
Maryland. The Sisteis were delighted to find a field in 
which to exercise their charity and zeal on behalf of the 
sufTering men. Hut, alas! a new trial awaited them. The 
United States surgeon called u|xm the Sister ser^'ant and 
told her that the Sisters could not at that time give any 
assistance to the Confederates, as they, the Sisters, were 
employed by the Union Government to take care of their 
sick and wounded, but he added that the Union army was 
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d.'iily ex|>ecteil, and as soon as it would reach the citj the 
OmfedtTate sick would receive the same care and atten- 
tion as the Union soldiers. 

The citizens were now at liberty to do as they pleased. 
They Hocked in crowds to the hospital, distributing food 
and chithing at their own discretion. This proved fatal 
in many cases, ag the diet furnished the sick men was con- 
t rai y to what their condition required. The young scholas- 
tics of the Jesuit Novitiate near-by volunteered to nurse 
the silk s4»Miei's, and tlieir services were accepted by the 
rnited States sur^tHin, whoarran«;ed accommodations for 
thrni at the bari-acks. Tlie Sisters were also allowed to 
;;ive the schohislics meals in their refectory. It was truly 
e<rifyin;: to si^e the zeal of those school boys. Father 
Soui in, the confessor of the Sisters, was likewise indefati- 
gable in his hibors. He dei*ply i*egi-etted the restrictions 
the Sist<i*s were under, at the same time admiring the 
wendiiTul ways of God in ]M*rniitiing the young scholas- 
tiis to ;:ain admittance into the liospital, to till the mis- 
sion of charity of which the Sisters wei*e so naexi)ectedly 
deprived. 

On the fifth day of the invasi«»n the Sister siTvant ob- 
tained a jiassiKirt from iJeneial I^v ftu* two Sistei*s to Em- 
mi tts] mi ;;. They weie tlius enabled to api>rise the Su- 
periors of their situation. These s;inie Sisters rt*turniHl to 
Freik rick on Septemln^r 12, accomimnicHl by the Sister as- 
sistant from P'nnnitisburg. On reentering the city their 
ast<»nisliment was great when they found that the whtde 
S^mihrrn army had dis;ii4K*ared. When they reached the 
barracks the other Sisters inforniiHl thi*ni that the Om- 
federates had M\ the city the pivvions night, leaving only 
their si« k who weiv unable to Ik? removcMl. 

I'n dirick <^ity was again in iK>ss<»ssion of the Union 
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forces and the good nurses were now at liberty to exercise 
their duties in behalf of the sick Confederates who were 
prisoners at the hosjiital. The doctors made no distinction 
between them and the Union soldiers. They lay side by 
side, so that the Sistei'shad it in their jwwer to give them 
equal attention. It was truly edifying to see the patience 
and harmony that prevailed among them. They would 
say: "Sisters, we are not enemies except on the battle- 
field.'* 

General McClellan was at this time in command of 
the Union army. On one occasion he visited the barracks 
and was dilighted with the order that reigned throughout. 
Before leaving he expi-essed a desire to have fifty addition- 
al Sisters sent to nurse the sick and wounded, but the 
scarcity of Sisters made It iiniwssible to comply with hi« 
rc-quest. 

A reinforcement of Sisters was now required to go to 
the various places occupied by the wounded. Tlie Su- 
periors could only send si few on account of the great de- 
mand fcir them throughout the dilTerent parts of the State. 
In Frederick City the Sinters had to divide their ser>*ice» 
between the barracks and the tents, and even tlien it was 
impossible io do justice to all. They were thus occupied 
for nearly six weeks without intermission except a few 
hours, which they would occasionally take for i^|)ose, and 
even that was frequently Interrupted. Tliey thought lit- 
tle of fatigue or bodily privation, being happy in the be- 
lief that they were not better ser\'ed than the sick and 
wounded. 

During the month of September the Sisters were re- 
called by their Snitei-iors to the Central House at £mmitts- 
burg, and this for the time being ended their labors at 
Frederick aty. 
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CHAPTER X. 

WHITE HOUSE. 



Sixty ^i<trrs ier^n from B«Klmorc tor the sUtloa In VhtlnU. Womidc* 
«nd ii'm^ men upon transpoit tiO>t& NiUMS who stured every Xtorm 
with thtir palicnts. Two Sistera who wen martyrs to duty and h»- 
manity. The wom-out Sister ol Charity buried. MlUtary honon ■pa» 
the binks uf the Potomac Death of a deserter. 



The iiuiiiy aniH-alg for SisU-rs to n-jmir to the war 

sliKkcii pi'cti(tn» iif lliv cntinlr.T, Itotli Xiirtli aiid Sooth, 

li.i<l widi'ly Meiiiir:itf<l tlu' lut'iiilH-rs of tlie Enimittsbnrs 

(ouitiiiiuity. Tlie venerable Moth- 

>'■' • v-^ cr Aim Siinwiu reiiiainc^l in cx- 

,^\ •'V-'v "'t'.^''/';;'. ft"*'^'*? cliiiiTro i>t Inline. Father 

.i_'^('f'^^^'\i,^,- , Itiiiljiiulo visitfd ii8 well as he 

'''^'^•■'{\i^\^'^'^h^-''S''- ^■■'^"''^ "'*-' Vi"'o"s military hoBjrf- 

> ,^*„ j^^-^^Qtvi/- 'ill* wheiv llie >!isl«-i-s were ata- 

"''"■S'viy L '■ '? jaS-": tH'iied. His ijiie would not extend 

'^^SvH''-\-,r'^ Iwyond the line of hostiliticis but,. 

fiirluuntcly, the i^iuter asblstont 

h.nd boon sent to supcriutond Ilie missions in the Soath 

before the blockade. 

On .Inly 14, ISili, the surpeon poncral at Washington 

wrote fur one hundred t^iKters to 1>e ^nt to a station 

catK'd \Vliite lluuso, in Virginia, tlion !n possession of 

the Norilurn fort-et;. So nuiny were nlready in scnrice 

1B3) 



64 ANGKLS OF THE BATTLEFIELD. 

that it \\i\n iiui)ossibIe to comply fully with this request. 
Bixty HisterSy however, started fi-oui Baltimore for that 
I>laee. As all traveling was attended with much diflQculty, 
the Bisters experienced many hardships. Tlie authorities 
intended to make a hospital encampment in the vicinity of 
White House, as many thousands of wounded had been 
brought there fit)m the recent battlers. Xo preparations 
had been made for accommodating the Sisters, al- 
though the oflicers and doctors were rejoiced at their com- 
ing. Genenil George li. McClellan, then chief in com- 
mand, was some miles distant at the time, but sent ortlers 
that ever}* i)ossible care and attention sliould l>e offered 
to the Sisteins. Father Burlando accomiisinitHl the Sisters 
to this place, and after receiving assuninces that projier 
arrangements had been made for them ivturnetl home. 
They had only jKissed a few days lieix? when suddenly all 
hands were ordered to leave wilh the greatest haste — the 
enemy was only two miles distant. Tlien lH»gau confu- 
sion and additional suffering. 

The wounded and dying men were hurri^flly placid 
niton trans|K)it bo;its. These vessels weix* so uvercrowdcMl 
that they seemed more like sinking than sailing. The Sis- 
tei-s were detailed to accompany the wounded to the sev- 
eral cities whei-e they were destined, the work of tnins|Kir- 
tation continuing for several weeks. Tlie Sistei*s sluired 
with their patients every hori-or but their bodily jmins. 
ITiey were in the lower cabin^ the ceiling of which Mas 
low and the aimrtment lighted b}* hanging lami>s and can- 
dlc*s. The men lay on beds on the lioor, with scarcely 
enough space to walk between them. The Sister in charge 
of this lower ward was so iK*i*sev(*ring in her zealous at* 
tention that evt*n the doctor declared he did not know how 
Innuan nature could endure such duties. A few mouths 
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later this Sister died from the effcts of overwork — a mar- 
tvr to diitv. The remaining Sisters not engaged with the 
8ick rc'turued to Baltimore, but in a few days received a 
suiniiioiis to ^o to Point Ijoolvout, situated at the southern 
extreiuit y of Maryland, bounded on one side by the Chesa- 
IK-ake 15ay and on the other by the Potomac River. 

On the 1 itb of July, 18G2, Father Burlando, with twen- 
ty-fivi* SistiM's, left Raltiniore, and in twenty-four hours 
reached the hospital encampment of Point Lookout The 
filters were soon destined to have another martyr in their 
l)aiid. They were only at Point Lookout two weeks when 
one of the zealous band, who had contracted typhoid fe- 
v(>r on the traiis])ort bcmt, died from that disease: She 
^ave up her whole being as genemusly as she had offered 
her zealous laboi-s. Father lUirlaudo had returned to Bal- 
timore, but a j^ood priest, who eame occasionaUy to the 
4 Ilea ni] mien t, h«*ard her eonfession, and she received com- 
munion a (lay or two previous to her death. The priest 
beinj: stationitl twelve miles distant could not reach the 
enramiuucnt in time to administer the last s;U'nimentSy 
but an iveil in lime to jierform the burial service. The kind 
doctoi s and olVieers made every efToil to suitably honor the 
diparted Sister. The men said they deemed it a great 
pri\ ile;;e to act as the iKilMK*arei*s. All of the soldiers who 
had died had been buried with only a shiH.'t wnipiHHl 
around them, but for the Sister a whitt» pine eoffin was 
procured. Th(» authoritii's walked in prcKession, the drum 
corps playiu;; a dead mairb. Tliere tui the Imnks of the 
rotouiac rested the worn-out Sister of Charity. AMiat a 
subject for the |K'n i»f the \hh*{ ov the brush of the psiinter! 
Several cotta;:es and tents, as well as wiHHlen wards 
for the accommodation of thousands of sick and wounded, 
in;ide this narix)w strait a thickly-inhabited place. Many 
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of the men were in a deplonible state fmni the effects of 
their wounds and painful removals from distant b:ittle- 
grounds. The priest often came (»n Friday and remained 
until Monday, constantly engaged amon^ the soldiers, in- 
structing, baptizing and hearing confessions. On Sunday 
mornings he ssiid the tirst )Iass at the encampment and 
the second in the little chaiK'l. Tlie first Mass was ssiid in 
a tent surrounded hy soldiei*s. The captain of the guards 
inarched his compstny to Mai^s on that day, and at the ele- 
vation a di*um was sounded and all adored profoundly. 

Later on the officers gave the Sisters more cottages, 
and by removing the p;itieuts they had a good-sized chapel. 
With but few excei>tions the doctoi's and officer were very 
kind to the Sisters. Removals by death and the arrival of 
more woundcnl men sonK*tinn-s causinl the wartls to be 
emptied and refilled again the s;ime dsiy. As soon as a 
boat would land a horn was blown to let the Sisters know 
that they must go to their wards. Tlien they would ap- 
point a place for each suffered, giving the best aiccommo- 
dations to those who were enduring the givatest suffering. 
Many among the new arrivals were Confederate prisoners. 

About this time orders came from Washington that 
no w*omen nurses were to remain at the Point. After the 
Sisters had begun their work a band of young ladies ar- 
rived for the purpose of nursing the sick, and they were 
surprised to find the Sisters there before them. When the 
Sisters heard the order from Washington concerning '^wo- 
men nurses,^ they made preparations for leaving, but the 
chief physician said to them: 

^llemaiu here, Sisters, until I hear from Washington^ 
for we cannot dispense with your services at this time.** 

The physician telegraphed to the national capital and 
received this reply: 
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-Tbe Sistem of f 'harity are not Included in o«r ordera. 
They may ^erve all alike ait the I^oint, prisoners and oth- 
era, but all other ladies are to leave the place.'' 

About 5 o'clock on the moi-nin}; of the Cth of August, 
1SG4, the Sisters were at meditation in their chapel, when 
they were startled by a noise like thunder, and, looking 
out, sjiw the air darkened with whirling sand, lumber, bed- 
steads, stoveiMpes and even the roofs of houses. A rag- 
ing tornado and watentiKiut were tearing and destroying 
all in their way, taking in everything from the river to 
the bay. The little cliaf)!*! shook from roof to foundation; 
Doors and windows were blown down, ^ick and wounded 
men were blown out on the «:round. Wards and cottages 
were carricnl several feet from their baj^e. Two Bisters 
who had not yet arisen, terriii<.'d at finding their l64ging8 
falling to pieces, ran out and in their efforts to resich the 
cha|iel were struck down by the tlying doors and as often 
raised from the earth by the vioK-nt wind. 

The Sisters were tcK) stunned with surprise to know 
what to do, though truly nothing could be dcaie, for they 
would only have left one part of the eha|K'l for another 
when the last jwut would be Mown away. In one of these 
intermissions a Sister si-izi-d hold of the talK*macle, fear- 
ing that its next phu-v would be in the ba}', but the altar 
was the only spot iu the chajx'l that the angr}' elements 
seemed to ivspect. LumWr and iron Wdsteads were car- 
ried over the l<ips of the cottages. The wards were nearly 
all filled with initieuts, and sewral of these buildings were 
leveled to the grotind. Tht* men who were able to move 
about were running in all directions for s;ifety, many of 
them only half divssed. One house was si^en sailing 
through the air, and the bodies in it at the time of the 
storm were uot discovered until some days afterward. The 
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Btorm lasted about ten or fifteen minute9, but in this time 
heavy mattresses were carried through the air like so 
many feathers. It was some time before all could be re- 
paired. The iK)or patients had to be carted for in some way 
or other, and it was not an unusual sight to see the Sis- 
ters standing by the stove with their sauceimns of broth in 
one hand and umbi'ellas in the otlier, only too happy thus 
to relieve the jKJor suffei^ers. 

The leisters going to the Provost one day were in- 
formed that a deserter was to be shot tlie next morning, 
and they would do well to visit him. Tliey went to prison, 
but the man showinl no di*sire to see them, and they sor- 
rowfully ix'turned home. I>siter the jirisoner regretted not 
having seen the Sisters, and asked to have them sent for. 
The kind Provost sent an orderly, telling the Sisters of 
the poor man*s di*sire. It was now very dark, and some 
of the authorities advisinl the Sisters not to go until the 
next morning. Tlie orderly carried this mes8:ige to his 
sujK'rior but was si»nt back again with a note from the Pro- 
vost, saying: 

"I will call for you on hoi*seback stud will 1h* your pilot 
with the ambulance. I will guide the driver safely through 
the woods and wiU also conduct you home saf<*ly. I think 
circumstances require your attendance on the prisoner.'* 

This was enough for the Sisters, and they w*ero soon 
at the prison, but found a minister of the prisoner's per- 
suasion with him. After he had finishi*d his inteniew the 
Sisters were taken to the man, who ajiologized for not 
seeing them sooner. One of the Sisters aiskc^d him if he 
had iK'cn baptized. He sjiid, **Xo, never.'' Then she in- 
fonned him of its necessity, aind he n^grottinl, with much 
fervor, that he had not known this s<MUier. Tlie Sisters 
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Sisters. At their request one of the clergymen from the 
Novitiate, who sjjoke the German hingiuige, heard the con- 
fessions of the German Catholics^ 

On the evening of September 3, 1862, the Sisters were 
suddenly alarmed by an unusual beating of the drnnu. 
They had all retired to bed except the Sister servant, who 
railed to them to rise quickly and go to the Imrracks; that 
the Confederate anny was in Maryland and would reach 
the camp in Ihe morning. They were informed that aU 
the patients who were able to walk, including the male atf- 
tendants and men employed about the hospital, would 
have to leave the phice in about an hour, and that all the 
I'uiti^d States army stores in the city must be consigned 
to the llanies. Imagine their feelings at such news. The 
hour i>assi*d like a Hash. Tlie S4)ldiers all disapiieared ex- 
lejit a few of ihe badly wounded, who could not be re 
moved. The si;rnal was givi*u and In a few moments the 
entire eity was eiivekqK'd in smoke and tlame& The con- 
flagration was so givat that it illuminated all the sur* 
roundini; towns. The Sistei-s sjic^nt the remaining jKirt 
of the ni;:ht with the siek who weix* left ahme in the 
wards. The doctors who remaiued at their ]N>sts carried 
their instruments and other aiiitles to the Sister 
servant for safekeeping, knowing that whatever the Sis- 
lei-s had in their iK)ssession was secure. 

The next day dawned bright and beautiful, but what 
a Keeiie of desolation and ruin was presented to the view! 
There was no one on the hospital grounds but the steward 
and doetors, alniut four in numl»er, and the Sisters, who 
were going to and from the barracks attending the help- 
less siddiers. It was then that these iH)or, helpless men 
exclaimed in astonishment and gratitude: 
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"Oh, Sisters, did you stay to care care of us? We 
thought you also would have gone, and then what would 
have become of usr* 

About 9 oVlofk in the nioraing the Confederates were 
discovered on the top of a hill advancing rapidly towards 
the hospital. Suddenly the advance guards ap|)eared in 
front of the SisterR* windows, which were under the doc- 
tor's oflice. One of the Confederates demanded without 
delay the surrender of the place to the Confederate anny, 
in command of Generals Jaekson and Jjoq. The offlcer of 
the day replied, '*! surrender.^ The gnards i-ode oiT and in 
about fifteen minutes afterwards the whole Confederate 
army entered the hospital grounds. It was then that the 
Sistei^s witnessed a mass of human miserv — voungand old 
men, with boys who seemed like mere children, emaciatc»d 
with hunger and covered with tattered rags that gave 
them more the a]>pearance of dead men than of living ones. 
After these skeleton-like forms had lHK»n i»laced in their 
respective barracks and tents the sick werx? biimght in, 
numbering over 400, Tlie majority of these were, however, 
half-dead from want of food and drink. They infornuHl 
the Sisters that they had been without anything to eat for 
thirteen days, with the excejition of some gi-een i'oru, 
which they were allowed to pluek on their mireli into 
Maryland. The Sisteis were delighted to find a field in 
which to exercise their charity and zeal on bi»half of the 
suffering men. Hut, alas! a new trial awaited them. The 
United States surgeon called uixm the Sister ser^'ant and 
told her that the Sisters could not at that time give any 
assistance to the Confederates, as they, the Sisters, were 
employed by the Union Government to take care of their 
sick and wounded, but he added that the Union amiv wa» 
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dail.v ex|K'Ctcd, and as soon as it would rcacb the city the 
Cimfcilcratc sk-k nouM receive the same care nnd atten- 
tion as tlic Union soldiers. 

The oiliu'us ncrcnow at liborly to do as thpy pleased. 
Tliey llwki'd in crowds to tlic li<K<[)ilal, distributiug food 
and L-lotltiii^ at tiM-ir own dii^-ivlion. Tliix proved fatal 
ill iiuiiiy t-ii>ics, hi; the diet tiirninlied llie nick men was con- 
Irary towlial llieir condition reqiiiiW. The- ymiut; M-liolas> 
lit-8 of llic •Tcaiill Xox'iliate ui-ar-ljy vatimleered to nurse 
11k- nick MildicrK, and lln-Ir mTvici^^ were ncccptt-d by tlie 
I'tiitcd Slates };Hr(;<.-un, who annugt-d ncfommodatinna for 
tliein at iIk- iKirravks; TIk' Sisters were a1»( allowed to 
civc the si-tiulastlcit meuls in tlwir refectory. It was truly 
MiifyiiiK to we the 3:i*ai of those school Iwys. Father 
Soiirin, tlic lunrwsor of the Histers \va» likcwiuc indefuti- 
pilile in liis lalHirK. lie ilocjily iTj:i\>(tcd the n'MriclIons 
the Sistfi-s were nnder, at the wime lime admiring the 
wonderfiil \vi\y» of (^o<l in iH-rniitiini: the yonng t>fhota«- 
tics tu ;:aiii adiiiitiaiice into the liii^pilal. 10 till the uil«- 
fimi of iliaiily of wliii-h the SiwtiTs wci-e so naexiK-ctcdly 
dt]ii-iv«,i). 

(.)n ilii- liflli day of ilti' iitvaMou the Sister M-rvant ob- 
taimd a iKiKMiHut fioui Ci'Ucral l^'t- for two Sivlt-rfl to ElD- 
niittxliui'^. 'Hu-y wi'ic IhuM cnaliled to aiipi-ise the &»• 
IK'rioi-» tif llu-ir xituation. TIick- i^inic Siiilers rt.>turued to 
Fritlcrii-k ou Sc|>teni)H'r i'2, ;ii'(-oiiii>aiil<-d hy the t^tiiter nft- 
i^isliint fmin EniniitlKhiii-^. tin rc-entcrinjf the city their 
astonish nii'ut Wii» gn-al when Ihev foiiud tliat tJte whole 
KonthtTu aiiiiy had dii>ii|>iN'an-tl. When ilicy riMched the 
liarnu-kM ihe othi-r Ktsient iufoi-nicd llieiti that the Con- 
fcderati-K had h'ft the city the iiivvioun uli;lit, h-aving only 
their silk who wen- luiahle to l»e removed. 

rirdriiik City w;is a:;aiii iu iHOM-sston of Ihe I'lilon 
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forces and the good nurses were now at liberty to exercise 
tbeir duties In bebalf of tbe sick Confederates who were 
prisoners at the hosjiital. The doctors made no distinction 
between them and the Union soldiers. They lay side by 
side, so that the Sistei*s had it in their jiower to give them 
equal attention. It was tnily edifying to see the patience 
and harmony that prevailed among them. They would 
say: ••Sisters, we are not enemies except on the battle- 
Held.'* 

General McClellan was at this time in command of 
the Union army. On one occasion he visited the barracks 
and was delighted with the order that reigned throughout 
Before leaving he expix*ssed a desire to have fifty addition- 
al Sisters sent to nurse the sick and wounded, but the 
scarcity of Sisters made it iniiK)ssible to comply with his 
request. 

A reinforcement of Sisters was now required to go to 
the various jilaces occupied by the wounded. Tlie Su- 
periors could only send a few on account of the great de- 
mand f<»r them throughout the dilTerent psirts of tjie State. 
In Frederick City the Sifters had to divide their ser\'ice8 
between the barracks and the tents, and even tlien it was 
impossible to do justice to all. They were thus occupied 
for nearly six weeks without Intermission except a few 
hours, which they would occasionally take for rejwse, and 
even that was frequently Interrupted. Tliey thought lit- 
tle of fatigue or bodily privation, being hajipy In the be- 
lief that they were not better sensed than the sick and 
wounded* 

During the month of September the Sisters were re- 
called by their SuiKMnors to the Central House at £nimitts- 
burg, and this for the time being ended their labors at 
Frederick City. 
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agcment of the InstitQtkm. At m Sbter pawed throoi^ 
the wards for the first time, accompanied by the doctM; a 
man from the lower end cried ont: 

"Tiad V, ladv, for God's sake give me a piece «( breadf 
The doctors Mwn pliiccd ereiything under the control 
of the RiBtors, and with a little economy the patients were 
provided for and order began to prevail Father H H. 
Gaclio, S. J. (1), a xealons and brave priest, effected mncb 
good ainoiijr the patients. Dnriog the throe years that the 
Bisters remained in lynchbnig he baptised mie hnndred 
p<*rF0Ds. The approach of the Frderal troops placed the 
hospital in iiiiniinent danger, and It was decided to r^ 
move the si(*k and the hospital stores to Richmond. Hie 
Furgoon goncTal of the Confederate army begged that the 
Bisters would take charge of the Stuart Hospital In that 
city, whit h they did on the 13th of Febmaiy* 1885w 

Father Cache acoomfianied them and continued his 
mission of zeal and charity. The Bisters were then ten In 
number, and, as usual, found plenty to do to place the sick 
In a comfortable situalion. Tliey had just accomplished 



(1). Uvv. I>»iiU IIi|i|Ni1yte Caclio. S. J., was born June 18. 1^7, 
In the drp.'irtinont of AriUH*he, Prance. IIi« earlj ttndies wer<^ por- 
Kuctl nt the Cnllosc of JUmrts, St. Andeole. At tbo outbresk of tbt 
CiTil War he was appointe«] eliai>lain of a Loninlana rcfrtment Is 
the Con f chlorate nruij*. Owlni; to 1o»mmi In battk", nieknMV, etc^ tbt 
regiment confuMl to exi^•t in two yea rr. and Father Gacbe f mm tbcn to 
the clopc of t)ie war was attarbcil at chaplain to milltari' bonpltalt. 
At the end <»f the confli«*t be returned to Grand Cotmn* i«nuilnlnf 
there a year. He vmn then transferred to tbe new prorince of 
Mnrylauil. now that of New Vf»rk-IUiltiuiure, becomlof a profesnor 
in I^yola CulWi^e. He ba» oct-upied variotw poctt of rcffiootllillltj 
Kince that time, and only biitt y<*ar {ISiMX^ ceWbrated bit toM^ 
jubilee or fiftieth year in tbe Soidety of Jcmw, at tbt Cbnrcb of 
the Genu, in rbilmleliibbi. 
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that it was imiwssible to couii>Iy fully with this request. 
Bixty Msters, however, started from Haltiniore for that 
place. As all traveling was attended with nuieh difflculty, 
the Sisters exx)erienced many hardships. Tlie authorities 
intended to make a hospital encampment in the vicinity of 
White House, as many thousands of wounded had been 
brought there fi-om the recent battles. Xo pn>parations 
had been made for accommodating the Sisters, al- 
though the oflicers and doctors were rejoiced at their com- 
ing. General George H. McClellan, then chief in com- 
mand, was some miles distant at the time, but sent ortlers 
that every i)ossible care and attention sliould Im* offered 
to the Sistei*s. Father llurlando acctmiimnied the Sisters 
to this place, and after receiving assunmces that proi>er 
arrangements had been made for them ivturniHl home. 
They had only jKissed a few d.iys here when suddenly all 
hands were ordered to leave with the greatest haste* — the 
enemy was only two miles <listant. Tlien lH»gan ccmfu- 
sion and additionail suffering. 

The wounded and dying men were hurritMlly placed 
uiKin transiKUt bo;its. These vessels weix» so overcrowded 
that they seemed more like sinking than sailing. The Sis- 
tei*s were detailed to accompany the woimded to the sev- 
eral cities where they were dc*stincHl, the work of tninsiwr- 
t at ion continuing for several weeks. Tlic Sisters sliared 
with their patients every horror but their bodily iMiins. 
ITiey were in the lower cabin^ the ceiling of which was 
low and the aiKirtment lighted bj* hanging lamim and can- 
dle's. The men lay on beds on the Jioor, with scarcely 
enough space to walk between them. The Sister in charge 
of this lower ward was so i>ersevering in her zealous at- 
tention thai evm the doctor dechi red he did not know how 
lii:mnn natui*e could endure such duties. A few months 
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•trewn with blocM^ dothing^ and ftirtlier on came to the 
wounded of both armteib The poor men were only aepar- 
ated from the ground by aome atraw fbr bed% with hero 
nod there a bhinket atrctehed above them by atlcka driTen 
into the earth at their bead |ind fi'et to protect them from 
the bumin}^ sun. The fflaters diatrlbiited their little atorea 
among the men, althongh their wretched condition accmed 
to destroy all relish for food or drinksL 

Bullets could be gathered from the small apacea that 
coparated the men. They were consoled aa much aa possi- 
ble, but the Sisters scarcely knew where to begin or what 
to do. If they stopped at once placCp a messenger woidd 
come to hastily call them elsewliere. In a wagon abed 
lay a group of men, one of whom waa mortally wounded. 

Au oflicer called the Sisters to him» tdling them how 
the mortaJly wound«««1 man hid liecome a hero as a flag- 
bearer in the bloody struggle Just ended. The poor fdlow 
seemed to gain new stn*nglh while the Sisters were near 
him. 

Tliey were about to move away when the officer re- 
called thorn, saying: ^I fear the man is dying nipidly; 
come to him. He has been so valiant that I wish to let 
his wife know that the Sisters of Charity were with him 
In his last moments.'' 

Father Smith was summoned and hastily prepared 
the mail f(»r tlratli. The tliou;:ht of havin;; the Sisters 
near him S4M*nu*d to till the iK>or man with joy and gave 
him the conlidi*nce and eounige to die with a smile upon 
his lips. 

T^'o wounded l*rotestant ministers lay among the 
wounded soldiens and with one of these Father Smith 
spoke for a long time while preparing the man for his end. 
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The steward, who seemed delighted to see the Sisters, in* 
formed them that lie had met members of their order dar- 
ing the Crimean War. 

A Northeiii steward and a Southern surgeon became 
inTolred in a i)ersonal dispute, which ended by one chal- 
lenging the other to meet him in mortal combat in a re- 
tired spot near the battlefield. Both withdrew towards 
an old shed, at the same time talking in a loud voice, 
threatening each other in augrj tones. No one interfered 
and the duel would have taken place had not one of the 
Sisters followed them. She s]K)ke to lioth of them firmly 
and reproachfully, taking their pistols fmiu them, and the 
affair ended by their separating like dorile children, each 
retiring to his post 

Nightfall di-ove the Sisters to their lodgings in the 
town, but they returned early in the morning. The mc*di- 
cal director met the Sisters, saying: *'You dine with 
me today,** and added: '*If you will remain I shall make ar- 
rangements for your acconiino<1ations.'* Hut he was or- 
dered elsewhere a few hours later and the Sisters saw no 
more of him. 

The Sisters were requested by one of the officers to at- 
tend the funeral of the brave llagbearer. It was about 
dusk and eight or ten persons followed the body to the 
grave, besides Rev. Father Smith and the Sisters. Presi^nt- 
ly they s;iw about two hundi*ed soldiers on horseback gal- 
loping towards them. A few of the horsemen approached 
the group of niournei's and taking off their caps and bow- 
ing one of them said: 

"I am General McClellan and I am happy and proud 
to see the Sisters of Charity with these poor men. How 
many are here?** 



MAXASHAS AND AXTIETAJL 7i 

''Two,'' was the reply. ^*e came liere to briiv relM 
to the HufteriDg, and we retain in a daj or ■ou'' 

'*0h/* he replied, ^why ean we not bare more bere? I 
would like to see fifty Slaters ministering to tbe poor anf- 
ferers. Wliom ftliall I address for this pnrpoaef 

Fa tiler Siiiitli gave liiro tlie address of tbe Soperlor 
at Kiinnittsburg. Tlien be aslced: 

'*] K> you know how tlie brave standard-bearer la dih 
ing?-' 

He was informed that tlie flag-bearer waa Jnat about 
to lie buried, whereuiion he Joined tbe procession and re- 
mnin(*d until after the interment 

rii*nenil McKJIelhiu at this time was in tbe fail 
(lush of a vigorous inisiihoody with tbe added prestigo of a 
Wfst Touit iHiueation. His command waa considered 
the lhu*Ht iKidy of men in either the Union or tbe Confed- 
erate army. Just prior to the battle of Antletam Gen- 
eral MeClellau had ordered a review of his troofis before 
the Tresitlent and the members of his Cabinet. It waa 
a niagnineent sight to see 70,<MI0 well-drilled and well- 
dri*8si*(l soldiers keeping step to the tune of martial mnsie. 
What a (lifTereuce between then aud now. The finest 
blood 111 the nation lay spilled ujion the field of Antie- 
tani; tin* dread hand of desith had broken up and demor- 
aliziMl tlie Army of the Potomac. 

Gt'neral MtCh*llau was the idol of his men and was 
afTeetioiiatcly styled **LittIe Mae.** Tiwn his staff were 
two volunteers fnnu France, (he Compte de l*aris and 
the l>ue de Chartres. They were gnindsons of IQng Lonls 
Pliilip|K*y were eonimissioned in the Union army and 
served without iNiy as aides-de-camp to General McGld* 
Ian. Tlie Compte de Paris has written what is considered 
to be the best and most imparthil history of tbe civil war 
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extant. Both of these distinguished volunteers were with 
General ]ilcCIelIan at the time of his conversation with the 
Sisters. 

About this time the work of removing the wounded 
soldiers to Frederick City and Ilagerstown began. Dur- 
ing the time the Sisters remained on the battlefield they 
went from farm to faim trying to find those who were in 
most danger. The Sisters were in constant danger from 
bomb shells which had not exploded and which only re- 
quired a flight jar to burst. The ground was covered with 
these and it was hard to distinguish them while the car- 
riage wheels were rolling over straw and dry leavea The 
farms in the vicinity were laid waste. Unthreshed wheat 
was u^eti ffir roofing of tents or pillows for the men. A 
few fenccH that had been spared by the cannon balls were 
used for fuel. Tlie quiet farmhouse's contained none of 
their former inhabitants. Stot-k in the shape of cattle 
and fowl seemed to have disiij^jieared tnnn the face of the 
earth. Even the dogs were either killed or had fled from 
the ap]Killing scene. It was very n*markabli* als<i that on 
none of the Imttlefields during the war were there any 
carrion birds, not even a crow, though piles of dead horses 
lay here and there. Some of these animals were half burned 
from the efforts made to consume them by lighting fence 
rails over them, but this seemed nither to add to the foul- 
ness of the atmosphere than help to purify it. Long ridges 
of earth with sticks here and thei*e told ^so many of the 
Northern army lie here*' or "so many of the Southern army 
lie theie." General McClellan^s army was encamiied in the 
neighborhood, with arms stacked, shining in the sun like 
spears of silver. 

A Northern soldier was rebuking a sympathizing lady 
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for her ii.'irthility towards the fallen Soutlienien and Mid: 
'^ow I admire the Sisters «rf Charity in this matter. When 
I was in Porttsinoiith, Vm^ they were ealled orer firom Nor* 
folk to ser^e their own UMrn, the 8onthemer% In their hoa^ 
pltals .nnd labored In untiring eharlty. When, a few wedn 
later, our men took the place and the same hospital wan 
filled with the North«fm Mildieni^ these good Sisters were 
called on again, wht*n they resamed their kind a t tention 
the same as if there was no sectional change in the men. 
''This/' he continued, ~was true Christian charity, and I 
would not fear for any human miseiy when the fflstem 
have control. Tliis, y«Hmg lady, is wliat all yon yonng lar 
di<*H ou<;ht to da" 

Tile following day Father Smith wlelirated two Mass- 
es in the pallor of the bouse at which he was st<^ipln|^ The 
SiKterH left this place on the ^ih €i October, havicg spent 
»ix days among the wounded soldiers, wlio had nearly all 
been removed at this time from tlie neighborhood. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

NEW ORLEANS. 



Tht captDK of the commercial metropolis ol the Southwest by General 
Butler and Admiral FarraKut. Butler's chivalrous letter to the Supcflar 
Of th« Convent at DonalJsonvllte, Hi* tribute to the Sisters of Charity. 
Bishop EUer and the panic stricken people <d Natchei. Work ol the 
Sisters In other locaUties. 



On the 2r)tL of April, 18fi2, a fli>ct nailer Ihc famoui 
Admiral Farn);;iit, tnf;clbor with a land force tindc-r Gen- 
eral Ik'ujiiiiitn F. Itiilk-r, oapliin-d IliccU.vof NcwOrK>iins. 
Duller aRstiiDcd charge of the 
"(tiiniiici-ci;)! metropolis of the 
^oiithwefit,'' ns it was then eulled, 
'nhile the pin boalg proceeded up 
the .MIssisHippt River, suhjngntlng 
other cllies and towns along its 
lumlig. One of these was Donald- 
8on^iIIe. In sli4*11lni; this place Admiral Farnigut injured 
some of the proitertj' under the charge of the Biitters of 
Cbnrtty. Tlie Kiiiterior entered a complaint with General 
Itulleruud in ivtiirn received the following chivulrona let- 
ter: 
*TIendquartei-a iM'pmtmeut of the Gulf, New OrleanB, La, 

September 2, 18C2. 
"Bnntu Maria Clara, Suju'rlor and Sinter of Charity. 

"Madntne: 1 had no information until ttie reception of 
jour note tliat so sad a i-esult to tlie dialers of your com- 
(Ml) 
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further damagciL TlielUdiopaiiiioinieedtiie Forty Ho«nf 
Derotion in thank^(iTlBg» 

Good work was done in tlie Charity Hoapltal, TStm Oi^ 
leans. Tlie Sisters of Charity had charge of this hoqpltal 
and attended many hundreds of the rick and woonded cm 
both sides. It was the same with the Sfarine Hospital of 
Xew Orleans. The first act of mie of the Bisters oo enter- 
ing a ward in this lio«idtal was to grasp a cnp of water 
from a nurse and baptise ft dying soldier. 

One Ulster relates how slie cndcaTored for a kmf time 
to get a cot for a very sick patient who lay oo the floor re* 
dining on his carpet bag. Bbe flnal1|y sacceeded, and then 
persuaded a conxulescent soldier to convey the sick man 
to the cot. Tlie patient was unwilling to go without his 
carpet ba^ and his boots, fearing th^ would be stden if 
he left them. He kept a watchful eye on them all tlie timc^ 
and the Sister, understanding the reluctant morements of 
the iKitient, took up the cariK*t bag in one hand and the 
boot» in tlie other and followed. The poor man was reiy 
much Rtniek with the humility and charity of the Sister, 
and said: 

'*Tlie 8i>Idiers wonder how the Sisters can work so 
hard without pay.** 

The Sister replied: ^ur pay is in a coin more pre> 
cious than gold; it is laid up in a country more desirable 
than any that exists on this earth." 






CHAPTER XIII. 

SOUTHERN BATTLEFIELDS. 



A letter frcMB Central Georeia begging lor 5ist«rs ol Cliarity.-"AFe tbay nea 
orwcMtea?" A cauUoui priest who took the good nurses lor impoi- 
tor& Tlie train crashes throush a bri Jge. The " ma^c " lunch basket 
and bow it fed an unlimited number of Sisters and soldiers. 7^ hospitals 
at MarietU and Atbnta. 



After llie battle of Fredericksburg, in December, 
18C2, the listers wbo bail been looking after tbc sick and 
wounded in tbe Iiospitalo near Rlcbmond soon found tbctr 
labors reduced very materially. 
The armies on both sides were be- 
conilng more accustomed to the 
hanlsbiiw of tbe campn, and ns a 
reitiilt tlieit* was loss sickness in 
the various it-ginients. There bad 
also been u cessulioa of iKittles In 
the vicinity of Richmond, and as a 
consequence there were no wound- 
ed men to care for. Tbe Sisters, feeling that their iiseful- 
nesa was nt .in end, callt-d upon the offli-er In charge and 
asked for pastfitorts in oi-der that they might return 
through the lines to tlieir Emmittsbui^ home. Tbe oBlclal 
wonld not consent to their going away, vlulming that he 
knew tliey would be needed in other |)lacos in the near 
future. Tbia being the case, they remained. 

(SC) 
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The next day a letter came from the milltaiy In Cen- 
tral Georgia, begging for Siatera of Charltf to be sent to 
their hospital there. FiTe Blatera left tbr this place on 
the night of February 21, 1SQ3. A fierce battle had taken 
place, rendering the services of the Sisters very necessary. 
On the way, at many places where they stopped, there was 
great cunosity at the sight of their pecnllar garb. Upon 
one occasion, having to wait two hours for a train, the cnd- 
ous bystanders examined the Sisters closely, saying: 

*•^\^lo are they?" "Are they men or women r* *H)li, 
what a strange uniform this comimny has adopted.** "Sure* 
ly the enc*niy will run from them.** 

Once or twice the crowd pushed roughly against the 
Sisters, as though to see whether they were human beings 
or not. A Bister 8|N>ke to a woman at the station, and 
theivupon many in the crowd clai>ped their hands and 
sliouted : 'Slie tqioke! she spokeH 

At one of the towns where the Sisters stoiqped thqr 
did not know where to look for lodgings. Acting upon the 
first impulse, they went to the Catholic pastor*s residence 
and inquired where they might be accommodated. The 
good old priest, strange as it may seem, liad never seen 
their costume before, and as every day had its impostures 
to avoid, lie was resen'ed and cautious, even unwilling to 
dii*ect them to any house. At last his pity got the better 
of his prudence and he said slowly: ''I will show you 
where the Sisters of Mercy live.** He took them there, 
where the g«»od Moiher received them with open arms, 
saiying: **0h, the dear 8isters ot Cluirity. Vou are truly 
welcome to my house.** 

lliis lady had been kindly entertained some years be- 
fore by the Sisters of Charity at llaltimore. The iH>or, 
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abashed priest bad kept near tbc door, fearing be had put 
troable on the good Sisters of Mercy, but when he saw the 
reception accorded the visitors he brightened up. Ap- 
proaching one of the Sisters with outstretched hands, he 
said: '^Oh, ladies, make friends; I thought you were im- 
postors." 

Continuing the journey, one night a cry suddenly went 
up: "The cars have gone through the l)ridge and we are 
in the river." The greatest excitement prevailed in the 
train. Passengers rushed to and fro, falling over one an- 
other in their confusion. The Sisters had gone through so 
many exciting scenes during the war that they had 
learned the value of retaining their pn*senee of mind in 
such an emergency. They remained still and soon learned 
that the accident had not occurred to their tniin, but to 
one coming in the opposite direction. Except by the help 
of torches very little could be done until daylight. Two 
of the Sisters, however, crossed to the other side of the 
bridge and gave suitable attention to the sufferers, wash- 
ing and binding their wounds. Xone weix? killed or in seri- 
ous danger. By 12 o'clock the next day they reached a 
town. Xo refreshments were to be had. The work of de- 
vastation on the part of SlH^rman's army had preceded 
them. Fortunately a little basket of lunch, originally pre- 
pared for five Sisters, offered some sustenance. The next 
day the number of Sist<*rs had increased to eleven and 
several strangers also, with whom they shared their sup- 
plies. At 9 o^clock the same evning a iK)or soldier near 
them in the car said: ''Oh, but I am hungr}*. I have not 
had one crumb of food this day." 

Out came the magic basket and the sufferer was satis- 
fied. Immediately others asked for food. The two follow* 
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ing (lays tlie Sistern bad the soldiers to supply besides 
themselves, and yet the generous basket was true to all 
demands. On the third dav^s journey they reached their 
field of labor. It was in the town of Marietta. A very fine 
building had l>een prepared for hospital purposes, and the 
whole place, with its wants and workings, was placed In 
charge of the Sisters. Their trained hands soon reduced 
everything to a system, and from that hour until its close 
the afTaii*s of the institution went like clockwork. 

The Sistere were five weeks without having the op- 
|K)rt unity or facilities for hearing Mass. Two Sisters at 
last went to Atlanta, where there were two priests, and 
begged that they might at least have Mass at Easter, 
which was then approaching. Tliis was agreed to, and not 
only the Sisters, but many jKwr soldiers made their Easter 
duty. An earnest appeal was also made for a chaplain, 
and **headquarters'* appointed one. Before he arrived, 
however, orders were given to remove, as the enemy was 
advancing. The Sisters had just received many wounded 
s<ildiers, and these men grieved bitterly when the religious 
left them. (1). 



(1). One of the mirnoK who ili«l splendid j^Tvice in tho South wtt 
Sister Mnry Gnhri<l. Sho \va« Iho danphtor of the lato Henry W. 
niid Bar1>nra Kraft, of rhilailolphia. Wlien little more than a child 
shv cntcrt^l ih«* iiotitiate at Kiiiiniiuliur):, M«1., an action which 
even th<*n had l»<H'n di'laynl a year in deforem-e to her father's ex* 
pr4>s«>\ wish. At the end of two years vh*} wan professed on the 
Feast of tho Nativity of the Blemied Mrjrin. 1842. 

IUt firht uiiKsiou wa^ tlic Charity Ilonpital, New Orleans, 
wiuTe Hhe cntercHl ui»un what provetl to be a Ions life of devotion to 
the iHKjr sick. Smm after bor arrival tthe contracted the dn^ded 
ydlow fever while uun^ins stricken {latients, and her life was de- 
spaired of. She recovered, however, and was rpain at the pomt of 
dauk'cr in the pla);ue-titricken city. During the war she labored among 
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Ou the 24th of May, in response to an urgent appeal, 
the Bisters reached Atlanta, where nearly all the houses 
were filled with the sick and wounded. Only tents could 
be raised for the Sisters. They had five hundred patients 
in the tents at the start, and large numbers were added 
daily. The Sisters were provided with a little log house, 
containing two small rooms. The mice ran over them at 
night and the rain was so constant through the day that 
their umbrellas were always in their hands. Two of them 
became very ilL The surgeon told them to keep in readi- 
ness for a move, but the i>atients were so happy and doing 
so well under their care tliat he could not think of their 
leaving at that time. 

A poor man, badly wounded, had been very cross and 
abusive towards the Sister who sensed him, but she in- 
creased her kindness and on the surface did not seem to 
understand his rudeness. At last he became very weak, 
and one day when she was waiting on Iiim she saw that 
he was weeping. She said : ^ave I i>ained you ? I know 
I am too rougli. Pardon me this time and I will tiy to 
spare you pain again, for I would rather lessen than aug- 
men distress in this hour of misery." 

He burst into tears and said: ^My heart is indeed 
pained at my ingratitude towards you, for I have received 
nothing less than maternal care from you, and I have 



the dyiDf «o1diors tt Mobile and Ilolly Spriofs. Twice in Uter 
yettra she Tisited Philadi>1|>!iia, the f«ocond rislt foUowinc retirement 
from actiTe duty. It wa« duriui; this liocond vi^it and while iibe was 
•tayinc at St Joscpb*s Ildnpital that iibe ct>1e1»rated lier golden 
Jubilee. Iler auperiort findiuf her so full of Tisor and teal, again 
aaaSgned her to actire duty, and at her own request the waa rt- 
turned to the Charity Hospital, New Orleans. This devoted Sister 
passed to her reward about the fall of ISOQ. 
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received it in anger. Do pardon me. I declare I am 
forced to respect your patience and ebarlty. Wltcn I eame 
into this hospital and found that the Sistera were the 
nurses mj heart was filled with hatred. Mj mind waa 
filled M'ith prejudice — a prejudice which I confesa waa 
inherited from those nearest and dearest to me. I did 
not believe that anything good could come from the Sla- 
ters. But now I see my mistake all too dearlfy, and In aee- 
ing it I recognise the unintentional blackness of my own 
heart. I have seen the Sisters in their true light I see 
their geulleuess, their humility, their daily — aye, their 
hourly sacrifices, their untiring worlc for others; in a word, 
their great love for humanity. Forgive me if yon can.** 

This man soon after expired with the most edifying 
sentiments uiKin his lips. 

On May 2, 1SC3, Qenenil Joseph Hoolcer, who had 
succeeded Bumside, fought General Lee at Chancellora- 
vilie, but was defeated. Lee followed up this victory by 
crossing the Potomac at Hai^K^r's Ferry, and marching 
into Pennsylvania. The Union anny under General Meade 
advanced to meet him, and then came Gettysburg. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

GETTYSBURa 



Twetvt Sisters depart (Or the battkfield from the Mother House at Enmltts' 
bur^ A white handkerchlel on a stick serves as a flaE of tnue. An 
opea chamel house red with the blood of Araerlcan manhood. The little 
church In the town of Gettysbuts fiUed with the sick and wounded. A 
Sisu^ saves the life of a helpless man. " I belonc to the Methodist 
Church." 



Wliat Is now ijcDcmlly concvOpd to have been the 
decisive buttle of tbe Civil War was fougbt on the let, 2d 
and 3d of Jul,r, IStiS. It took place in and around Gctt.vs- 
biii'g, a town locati'd only about ten 
niikii north of EtiiiiiillKbHrg, the 
I mother bouse of the Sisters of Cbar- 
. Tbo Union aniiy was uadrr the 
control of GenoRil George O. 
Mcadp, and the Confedenite forces 
und<T General Robert E. Ix*. Orer 
140,000 meD were engaged in that 
bloody struggle, vhii-h lasted until tlte 
evening of the third day. The contending armies by their 
movements advanced more and more toward the Sisters* 
bonse in ilar^lnnd. Tbe Kccne of tbla historic battle 
covered an area of over twenty-flve square miles. Tbe 
voldiers were so close to the Sisters' bouse that tbe build- 
ings tn'mblod from tbe fearful cannonading. 
(«) 
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On tbc morning of Julj 1, as tbe bead of the One 
Hundred and Seventh Regiment, Pennsylvania Voliin- 
teers, Second l)i\i8ion. First (Reynolds) Corps was ap- 
prociching St. Joseph's Academy near Emmittsbnrg the 
soldiers were greeted with a nnnarkable and impressive 
sight. A long line of young girls led by several Sisters of 
Clinrity took their position along the side of the road and 
at a word from the Sister in charge all fell upon their 
knees and with upturned faces toward the vaulted sides 
earnestly prayed for the spiritual and physical safety oC 
the men who were about to go into deadly battle. The 
si};bt was at once solemn and inspiring in the extreme. 
Tbe roughest soldiers ofttimes have the tenderest hearts^ 
and this scene affected them more than they cared to 
confess. In an instant the head of every soldier In the 
line was bowed and bsired, and remained so until the 
prayer was finished. All instinctively felt that the pray- 
ers of those self-sacrificing women and innocent children 
would be answered. To many of the men it was a har- 
binger of coming victoi;}' as certain as the sunshine that 
smiled ui)on them on that beautiful July morning. The 
scene was photographed uiion the mind of many a veteran 
and remained ever afterwards as one of the sweetest 
memories of the war. (1) 

Tbe night of tbe third day the niin fell heavily, and 
it contiuui*d raining all tbe next day. On Sunday mom* 
ing immediately after Mass, Rev. James Francis Bor- 
lando, with twelve SistciK, left Emmittsburg for the bat- 
tlefidd, taking refreshments, bandages, sponges and 



(1). Tbc accuracy of tbit •torjr l« voucbcd for by •crcral pcrsost 
wbo were cye-witucimes of tbe incident. One of tbc«e was Major 
Jobn C. Dclancy, now of ilarrltburs. Pa. 
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clothing, with the intention of doing all that was possible 
for the suffering soldiers and then returning home the 
next evening (2). The roads previous to the rain had been 
in a bad condition and the two armies had passed over 
them with difficulty. But with the mighty rain the mud 
became so thick that they were almost impassable. The 
subdued Southerners having retired, their thousands of 
dead and wounded were left on the field and in the bams 
and farmhouses in the vicinity. Scouts of the North were 
stationed here and there, prepared to meet and cope with 
any eleventh hour surprises. One of these bands seeing 
the Sisters' carriages was about to ftre on them, thinking 
they were the ambulances of the enemy. The Sisters had 
reached a double blockade of zigzag fence thrown across 
the road for defensive purposes, llie visitors wondered 
whether they dare go around it by turning into the fields, 
for in the distance they saw soldiers, half hidden in the 
woods, watching them. Father Burlando put a white 
handkerchief on a stick and holding it high in the air, 
walked towards them, while the Sisters alighted and 
walked about, bo that the concealed soldiers might see 
their white head-dress, known as cornettes. The men 
viewed the priest sharply, for they had resolved to refuse 
to recognize a flag of truce if it were offered, but the 
sight of the cornettes n\nssured them. They met the 
priest and, learning his mission, gent an escort with him 
to open a imssage for the Sisters through the fields. The 
meek messengers of peace and charity soon came in sight 
of the ravages of grim war. 

(2). Father Burlando was a notable member of the Consrega* 
tion of the MlKvinnv, commonlj knows aa Lazariivta Fathers. A 
•ketch of hia nieful career will be founO in appenOli tU at the end 
of this Tolnme. 
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It was a Bight that once seen was not soon to be 
forgotten. Thousands of guns and swords, representing 
the weaiKtns of the living, the wounded and the dead^ 
lay scattered about T3ie downpour from heaven had 
filled the roads with mater, but on this awful battlefield 
it was red with real blood. The night before the unpity* 
in^ stars shone down upon the stark forms of the flower 
of American manhood. Ilundreds of magnificent horses — 
nian^s bc^t friend to the end — had breathed their last 
and lay by the sides of their dead nuisttrs. Silent senti- 
nels uix)n horseback, as motionless almost as the dead 
about them, sat guarding this gruesome open-air chameL 

With the first strc^ak of grsiy daiin the work of inter- 
ment Lad begun. Hands of soldiers were engaged in 
di^^ing graves and othei-s were busy carrying the bodies 
to them. There wsis no attempt at system. Vast excava- 
tions were made and as nmuy bodies as possible placed 
in them. The dead were geneniUy buried where they 
fell. In one trench at the foot of the slope known as 
Ciilp's Hill sixty Omfederates were buried. In that 
three (lays' fight i!.Si4 Union soldiers were killed and 
14,4*J2 wuundtHl. On the Confedenite side there were 
5500 killed and •Jl,500 wounded. Thousands of the slightly 
wounded cared for themselves without the assistance of 
either doctor or iiui*ses. Thousands of others were ship- 
pc*d to the Hatterh^e Hospital, in West Philadelphia, 
where their wants were looked after by the Sisters of 
Charity in that institution. ITie remainder were forced 
to remain in Gettysburg. 

This was the condition of things that c*onf routed the- 
brave Sistei's as they rode over the battlefield on that 
scorching July day. Frightful as it may seem, their 
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carriage wheels actually rolled through blood. At times 
Ihe horses could scarcely be induced to i>roceed on ac- 
count of the ghastly objects in front of them. Tho sight of 
bodies piled two and three high caused the animals to 
rear up on their hind legs and kick over the traces in a 
most uncomfortable manner. In the midst of the sicken- 
ing scenes the Bisters discovered one little group sitting 
about an improvised fire trying to cook some meat. The 
carriage was directed to this jxiint and here again Father 
Iturlando informed the soldiers of his errand. The offi- 
cers seemed well pleasinl and told the Bisters to go into 
the town of Gettysburg, where they would find sufficient 
employment for their zealous charity. Every large build- 
ing in Gettysburg was being filled as fast as the wounded 
men could be carried in. Within and around the city one 
hundred and thirteen hospitals were in operation, be- 
sides those located in private houses. On leaching Get- 
tysburg the Sisters weiv shown to the hospital, where 
they distributed their little stores and did all they could 
to relieve and console the wounded soldiei'S. 

The little band was so«in disiM>sed of by sending two 
uted. Two of the Bisters returned to Kmmittsburg that 
same evening with Father liurlando, for the purpose of 
sending additional nurses to i-elieve those ah'eady on the 
ground. On arriving at the first hospital the surgeon in 
charge took the Bistei*s to the ladies who had been at- 
tending there and said to them: ''Ladies, here are the 
Sisters of Charity come to ser\'e our wouudtnl; they will 
give all the directions here; you ai*e only re4|uii*ed to ob- 
serve them.*' Those addressed cheerfully bowed their 
assent 
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The soldiers seemed to tliiuk that the presence of 
the Sistci-s softened their anguish. One Sister was giving 
a drink to a poor dying man with a teaspoon. It was 
slow work and a gentleman who entered unobserved at 
the time stood near by without speaking for some mo- 
ments. Tins gentleman was from a distance and was 
in search of the very i>erson the Sister was sening. Stand- 
in<; ii moment in silence, he exclaimed in a loud voice: 
'*.May Ciod bless tlie Sisters of Charity,'^ and repeated it 
emphatically, adding: '^I am a Protestant, but may God 
bUss the Sisters of Charity.** 

The Catholic Church in Gettysburg was filled with 
Hii-k and wounded. Tlie stations of the cross hung around 
the walls, with a very large oil iKiinting of St. Francis 
Xa\ ier h(»ldin^ in his hand a erueifix. The first man put 
in th<' sanrtiiaiy was baptizcHl, Qxptx'ssing trul}' Christian 
sentiments. His pain was excruciating and when sym- 
pathy was olTcrrd him he said: *'0h, what are the pains I 
s\ilTcr c(unpared with those of my Hrdeenier.'' Thus dis- 
jKJsrd lu* died. The soldiers lay on the \K'\y seats, under 
them an<l in every aisle. They were also in the sanctu- 
ary and in the gallery, so close toj;ether that there was 
scarcely r(H)m to move about. Many of them lay in their 
own MikkI and the water usi^d for bathing their wounds, 
but no word of complaint esca]x.'d frimi their lips. Otheri 
weie dyin;: with k)ckjaw, making it very difiicult to ad- 
minister diinks and nourishment. Numbi*rs of the men 
had their woimds dirssed for the first time by the Sis- 
ters, sur;;cH)ns at that juncture Ix^ing few in number. 
\Vlien the Sisters entered in the movuing it was no un- 
common thing to hear the men cry out; "Oh, come, please 
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dress my wound," and **0h, come to me uexf To all the 
pain 6u£Fered bj the soldiers was added the deprivations 
of home friends and home comforts, which in such times 
come so vividly to the mind. 

Four of the Sisters attended the sick in the Tran- 
sylvania College building, which for the time being w*as 
used as a prison for about six hundred Confederate sol- 
diers. The Sisters dressed their wounds as in other cases. 
Every morning when they returned, eight or ten dead 
bodies lay at the entrance of the college awaiting inter- 
ment Two youths lay in an outstretched blanket and a 
little ditch tw*o inches deep was around the earth they 
lay u|)on, to prevent the rain from running under them. 

There was quite a sensational scene in this prison 
one morning. One of the Sisters hearing a great noise 
among the jiatients looked to see the cause. She discov* 
erc'd a group of men with guns aimed at one poor, help- 
less man. There had been a (juarrel, and no one attempt- 
ed to stop the strife. The Sister promptly and with no 
thought of pi^rsonal danger hurried over to the group ano 
placed her hand on the shoulder of the prosin^ctive corpse. 
Then she pushed him back into the surgecm*s room, hold- 
ing her other arm out to hinder the men from pursuing 
him. There was a dead silence. The |)Oor man w^as put 
safely inside the doi-tor's i-oom and his tormentors retired 
without a word, quietly putting aw*ay their guns. The 
silence continued for some time. The Sister ]>lacidly re- 
sumed her duties in the mess room. 

Presently the doctor came to her and saiid: ''Sister, 
you have surprised me. I shall never forget what I have 
witnessed. I saw* their anger and heard the excitement, 
but feared that my pK'seuce would increase it. I did 
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not know what to do, bnt you came and everything was 
all lijrht. Indeed, thU will never die in my memory.'' 

"Wrlir replied the Sister calmly, "what did I do more 
than any other |k?i*sou wonld have done? You know they 
were ashamed to reript a woman.** 

•'A woman r exclaimed the doctor; *^why, all the 
women in tiettysburg could not have effected what you 
have. No one but a Sister of Charity could have done 
tliiH. Truly it would have been well if a comixiny of Sla- 
ters of Charity had bt*en in the war, for then it might not 
have foutinuiHi so long.^ 

One young man after being baptized requested the 
Sister to stay with him until he died. He prayed fer- 
vently until the last breath, and almost his final words 
were: "Oh. Ix>rd, bless the Sistei*s of Charity.** This 
l»r(Mi;;ht a crowd around him. as his Wd was on the floor. 
The Sister was kneeling by him and i*ontiuued to pray 
for liiin until the last; then she closed his mouth and 
baiida«:e(l his fare w ith a tciwel, in the usual manner. They 
wlio stood near said one to another: "Was this man her 
ivlative?*' 

"XiC was the rejily; "but she is a Sister of Charity.^ 
"Will," said one i>f the eompany, "I have i»ft*?n lieard 
of the Sisters of Charity, and I can now testify that they 
have been juoperly named.*' 

Till' surgeon remarked to the religious: **Sisters, you 
must be more punctual at your re]Ktst. I si»e you aix* often 
here until 4 o'clock in the aftenioon without your dinner, 
working for others with a twofold strength. Wliere it 
comes fitun 1 do not know — forgetting no one but your- 
selves. Vou shiiuld, however, try to preserve your own. 
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A Pi'otestsint ^iMitleiiinn i*cuiarked to one of the 
Sisters that "the Sistei-s of Charity have done more for 
relipon during; the war than hsis ever been done in this 
country before.^ 

Doth the Catholic cJiurch and the Methodist church 
in Gettysburg were used for hosjiital jMiiiJOses. One day 
a Sister from the Catholic church had ordei-ed her sui>- 
plies, as usual, from the s;initary store. S<Hm sifter this a 
Sister who was nui-siuj; the sick in Uie ^lethodist church 
called at the stoix* and as she was alniut to U*ave the mer- 
chant said: 

**'\Vhei'e aiv tlies<» aiiich^s to Im» sent? 1 lM*lieve that 
you lK*long to the Catholic church.'' 

'*No, sir," replied tlu* Sistc»r, willi n barely suppressed 
smile. **I belong to the MethcKlist rhurcli. Send the g(H)ds 
there.*' 

After the m<ire severely woundi*d had b«H*n removed 
hy friends, or had died, the olliiei'M began dirt*cting the 
work of tnmsferring the n*maining luitients fitnn the 
town hospital to a wchhI of tt*nts, called iho genenil hos- 
pital. 

A Sister was passing thi-ough the streets of Gettys- 
burg about this time when a Pit>ti*stant chajilain, running 
.several squares to overtake her, said: 

"I see Sisters of Charity evi*ry where but in our gen- 
^n\\ hospital. Wliy are th4*y not tlw^re?" 

The Sister told him that when the woundetl men had 
lKH*n i-emovcHl none of the surg(*ons or ofllcers had asked 
them to go there or they would have gone willingly. 

••Well," he said, *1 will go immediately to the provost 
and ask him to have you si»nt there. I feel sure that he 
n(*eds you there." 
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In ;;ohi^ over tlie field encaiiipment one of the Sis- 
ters w;is )»lc';i$ed «iud s;iddeDi*d to find her own brother, 
whom sIk' had not seen for nine years. He had been 
woiiuded iu the c-h(*st and ankle and was in one of the 
hos]iitaIs in the town. The nieetiu}^ under snch circum- 
stances was an atTc*i-tinj^ one. ]U)th were devoted, loval 
sonis, each doing duty earnestly according; to his or her 
knowled^ro of the right. Through the kindness of the 
oHiccr of the day the woundi*d man was iR*rniitted to be 
removed to the hospital where his sister was in charge. 

A few days after the luittle of Gettysburg Father 
r»nr1;ui«h> wiute a letter to one of his reverend colleagues 
in Marvhind. Some of the facts mentioned in this docu- 
ment have aheady been tohl in this chapter, but the fact 
that it was written while the echoes of that famous fight 
were still fresh maki*s it of unusual interest. It is as 
follows: 

Emmitsburg, July S, 18G3. 

« 

lUv. and l>ear Sir: — You have bc»eu informed with- 
out (loiilu by the papers that we have iKen visited by 
I lit' Army of the Poltunac, and that very near us has 
been fou;^ht a terrible battle, the most bhnKly since the 
se«essi(in. St. Josi-ph has well taken care of his house, 
and St. Vincent of his dan«:hters; we have not Invn trou- 
bled, in- at least we havi- eseajK^d with the slight loss of 
a little forage and si»me wmnlen ]mlings, which have 
servid for the wants of a iH)rtion of the army. 

The evening of the 27th of June the troops com- 
menred to apiK>ar u\xm a small hill a little distance from 
St. Joseph's. Kegiment after regiment, division after 
division, all advanced with artillery and cavalry, and 
taking ]H)ssession of all the heights enoam]>ed in order 
of battle. The I'Sth, 20th and 30th we weix* completely 
{surrounded, (leneral Howard and his suite took pos- 
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session of our hou«ie in Euiniitsburg; General $k*hiiltz and 
his suite weit? close to ^>t. Josi'phV, in the house which 
served some time since for an orphanaj^e; the other 
Generals took quarters in difTerent honsi.^ alon*^ the line 
of army. 

For the protection of St Josi'ph's General Schultz 
gave orders that guards should be posted in its environs, 
and General Ilowaixl did the same fur our little place in 
Emmittsburg. A great nunilHM* of olllci^rs askcnl |MM*niis- 
sion to visit the house, and all conducted themselves with 
courtes}*, expressing gratitude for the services rendered 
the soldiers in militarj* hos)>itals by the Sistei*s. 

On Monday this )Mirtion ot the army d^iKiHed, and 
was replaced by another not less numerous, which ranjjed 
itself in line of battle as the lirst, A colonel of artillery, 
Mr. Lsiti^obiere, with other onicei*8 quartered in ihe or- 
phanage; he also visited the Institution. The Sisters dis- 
tributed bread, milk and cofTc^. 

On the 1st of July the battle commenced about seven 
miles from Emmitts)<!irg. Whilst the booming of the can- 
non aunounciHl that God was punisliinsr the iniquities of 
man our Sisters were in church jmiying and iuiploring 
mer«*y for all mankind. 

On Sunday I accomiKinied eij;ht Sisters bearing medi- 
caments and ]U'ovisions for the woundinl. At the dis- 
tance of six miles we were sto)i|KM] bv a barricade, and 
at about thr(*e hnndiinl yards there was another to inter- 
ce))t all connuunication. At the second was stationed a 
conqiany of Fedend soldiei*s, who jH*rceivetl us fnun afar. 
I descendcHl fi*om the carriage, and raising a white hand- 
kerchief advanced to the second barricade, and .innounced 
the pur]Nise of our ernind. ]mmt*diately sevenil soldiers 
were sent to o])en the way, and the two vehicles continued 
their route without dangi»r. At some distance we found 
oui*selves again in face of another barricade, which com- 
pelled us to make a long circuit. Uehold us at last u))on 
the scenes of combat — what a frightful siK'ctaclel Ruins 
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of burned bouses; tbo di'ad of botb armies lying here and 
there; numbers of dead horses; thousands of guns, swords, 
vehicles, \\1kh.*1s, projectiles of all dimensions, coverings, 
hats, habiliuieuts of all color, covered the fields and the 
road. We made circuits to avoid {Kissing over dead bodies; 
hor-si's, ti'rrilii'd, i-ecoiled or sprang from one side to the 
other. The further we advanced the more abundant were 
the evideuces )>reseuted of a terrible combsit, and tears 
could not be restrained in the presence of these objects 
of hoi i-or. At last we halted in the village of Gettysburg. 
There was found a aaod |iortion of the Federal array in 
IN>ssessi<iu of the field of battle. The inhabitants had bat 
just issued from the cellars wherein they had sought 
safety during the eugagomeut. Terror was still {Kiinted 
u]M)n their countenances. All was in confusion, each 
tomi»lc. c;uh h«»use. the Catholic church, the Court House, 
the I'ltjtc.staut Semiuar>- were filled with wounded, and 
still there wen* many thousands extended upon the field 
of baltJe nearly without succor. I placed two of our Sis- 
ters iu each one of tlie three lar;xest improvised hospitals, 
olTered some further <'onso1ati4ms to the woundi*d and then 
retunud to St. Josejiirs. 

The next day I startinl with more Sisters and a re- 
inforcement of jirovisions. Meauwhile provisions had 
been scut bv the (lOViTument. and the jH>or wounded suc- 
con*<l, and the inhabitants havin^r ivcovere^l from their 
t<*n or have ii\ytn\ assistance to th<»usands of suffering and 
dyinp. Eleven Sisters \vi»re now employed iu this town 
iranvfornH'd into a h<ispital. We shall send some Sisters 
and necess;n'ies to-morrow if i)ossibIe. Whilst I write 
y(Mi the sound of cannonading ix»-ecluK*s from the South- 
west, where another enj^agement takes place. My God, 
\\\uu will von 1:1 ve |K^ace to our unhappy iH>untry? 

Yours, HURLAXDO. 



CHAPTER XV. 

SATTERLEE HOSPITAU 



A sketch of the renukable Ubon of Sister Mary GonuEa and herwortiu 
the executive head of a hospital where 50,00a sick and wounded solJlera 
wcK cared for. Ttie chaplain kept busy preparing raen for death. Bishop 
Wood visits the hospital and administers the saaament of conlitBatloa 
A soldier who was saved fron the stocks. A veteran's tribute. 



Ab stated in the iirovioiis clinpter mr.ny cnr-lnnils of 
wounded soldtcrs wore conveyed from GeltvKburj; to the 
Snttcrlcti ]Io&pital in I'biludelpliia. SibUt Mnr.v Gonxnga, 
wlio W118 in cliargc of tliis to- 
stitiillon, deserrffl siieclal 
lUL-ntion in conoeetion with 
hor worlc during the vnr. If 
iioltililf of chnrncter, enrm-st- 
□1-8)1 and |)nHt>' of ))iiriKi8e, 
great natural extfullve abil- 
ity, together with unaiTet-ted 
l>l<-t.v and humility tell for 
anything, tbiB Sister will rank liigii in Iht; bricbt galaxy 
iif Bclf-BacHflcing women whose lives have illuiiiiiied the 
btBtory of Catholic Sistersboods in the t'uili-d Elates. 
CVIcbrnting her golden jubilee more than 2n y<-ani ago 
(1) she can look back orer a series of year^ in tliv courtM 
<1). The InteiMlliic ercnt look place on April 13, 18T7. 
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of which she has beeu school teacher, nurse, Mother So* 
pciior, head of a large orphan asylum and the executive 
of a great military hospital, where nearly 50,000 sick 
and wounded soldiers received the self-sacrificing atten- 
tion of a KtaiT of 40 Sisters of Cliarity. Sister Gonzaga, 
just before her death, was credited with being the oldest 
Iivint? Sister of Charity in the United States. She siient 
the tranquil evening of a busy and eventful life as the 
Mother Emeritus of St. Joseph's Or)>han Asylum, one of 
tln» magnitieent charities of the City of Brotherly Love. 

This venerable woman's name in the world was Mary 
Apnes draco. She came from a respected Baltimore fam- 
ily, Inin^ Imrn in that city in 1812. She was baptized in 
St. Tatrirk's Chureh, and there and In a christian home 
reccive<l her pnOiminary ivli;;ious training. In Decern- 
Ikt, 1S2.*^ she was sent to St. Joseph's Academy, Emmits- 
l»urfj, M(l., wh«*re she proved to Ik? a most diligent pupiL 
Tlie four years she spi'ut in this institution helped to 
make that certain foumlntion upon which her subsequent 
successful career was built. She had early conceived the 
itlra of retiring from tin* world and devoting her life en- 
tin'ly to the service of (lod. A<cordinjrly, on March 11, 
1S27, she was I'cceived into the community of the Sisters 
of Chanty of St. Vincent de Paul. In April, 1S2S, in 
compauy with two other Sistei's, she opened a school in 
riarrisburjr. On the 2r)th of March, 1S30 she made her 
holy vows. 

lu ^lay, 1S;U), Sister Gonzaga was sent to Philadel- 
phia to St. Josej^h's Orphan Asylum, with which her fu- 
ture was to be so intimately connected. The Asylum at 
that time was situated on Sixth street, near Spruce, 
adjoining Holy Trinity Church. On October 24, 1836, the 
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institution was removed to the site of the present asylum 
at the southwest comer of Seventh and Spruce streets. 
Four Sisters and fifty-one childt*en comprised the popula- 
tion then. The Sisters were Sister Petronilla^ Sister 
Theodosia, Sister Mary John and Sister Mary Gonzaga. 
Sister Petrouilla died on August 3, 1843, sincerely mourn- 
edy and was succeeded by Sister Gonzaga, who remained 
in charge until October, 1844. Here she went on with her 
good work, placid aud calm in the midst of the worrying 
turbulence of autiCathoIic bitterness aud jiersecution, 
which at times threatened the lives of innocent women 
and children. In the latter iKirt of 1844 she was sent to 
Doualdsonville, La., as assistant in the Novitiate, which 
at that time was for the puri)ose of gniduating Southern 
postulants. 

In the following year Sister Gonzaga was transferred 
to New Orleans. On Matrch 10, 1851, she ivturned to St. 
Joseph's Asylum in Philadelphia to re-assume her former 
charge. In 1855 she was sent in an administnitive cajKic- 
ity to the mother house of the Order in France, where 
she remained for a year, obtaining aud im)Kirting much 
valuable information regarding the work and duties of 
Sisters. In May, 1850. she returned to the United States, 
going to St Joseph's, Kmmittsburg where she filled the 
office of Procuratrix. In January*, 1857, she returned to 
Philadelphia, taking charge of her old love, St. Joseplfs 
Asylum, for tbe third time. 

The beginning of the Civil War a few years later was 
to mark one of the most eventful ejiochs in the career 
of Sister Gonzaga, and to develop extniordinary gifts and 
qualities of admiuistnition. Tlie Satterlee Military Hos- 
pital was established in Philadelphia. Dr. Walter F. At- 
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lee, an honored physician of the Quaker City, felt that 
the interests of the Government and of the soldiers would 
be iKiietUi^d if the Sisters of Charity were installed as 
nurses in tlie anuy hospital. He had several interviews 
with SurgeonCJeueral Ilaniuiond and with the Secretary 
of War, Edwin M. Stanton. As a result of this the Sis- 
ters of Charity were invited to assume charge. On June 9, 
lSri2, Sister Oonziiga, aicomiKinied by 40 Sisters, assem- 
bled from aill iKirts of the Uuitinl Statics, entered upon 
the duties in the liospitaL It is diflicult to estimate the 
good work done by the Sisters during the period they 
spent in this i»hue, which has biH?n aptly styled the 
**sha<low of the valley of death." In those three momentous 
years iIm* Sistei-s nurs4*d and cart»d for upwards of oOytMN) 
soMitTs. Only those who have had the care of the sick 
can lH';:in to (*stiniate the aniduut of ceaseless labor and 
patieiire involved in siuh a vast undertaking. The sick 
and NvoniH]«ul ronijirisi'd lK)th Tuion and ConfcHlemte sol- 
dins. The j:i-iiilrness of the Sister:* soon endeared them to 
all nndrr their charge. 

lu securiu;: \W necessary mniiber of Sistei's a requisi- 
tion was made by SnrgtH)n-Cieui-ral Ilaniniond for twenty- 
live from till* mot her liousi* at Enimittsburg. They were 
sent to riiiladulphia at once to take their places in 
the new hospital. To <|uute one of the Sisters, 
the place was so large that "they could 
scarcely lind the entrance.'* The workmen about the 
groiiuils looked at the Sistei*s in ama/.euient, thinking )K*r- 
hai>s that they lN*hinged to some Hying artillery. .\t 12 
o'clock they repaired to the kitehen for dinner, and by the 
time this mejl was finished they fo\ind plenty of work had 
bien planned for them. One hundred and tifty men who 
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Lad boon braugbt in were in the wards. All of the CHs* 
terg went to work and prepared nourishment for the men, 
roo8t of whom looked at them in astonishment, not know- 
ing what kind of persons they might be, l>iit among the 
number was a French soldier named Pierre, who imme- 
diately recognized the garb of the ^'Daughters of Caiarlty.** 
In a short time the number of patients was increased to 
nine hundred. 

On the IGth of August over fifteen hundred of the 
sick and wounded were brought to the hospital, most 
of them from the Battle of Bull Run or Manassas. Many 
had died on the w*ay from sheer exhaustion, others were 
in a dying state, so that the chaplain was kept busy in 
preparing the men for death. The wards being now 
crowded, tents were erected in the yard to accommodate 
over one thousand patients, for the Sisters at that time 
had not less than forty-five hundred in the hospitaL Wlien 
they fi i-st went to Satterlee their quarters were very lim- 
ited, consisting of one small room, about seven feet siiuare, 
which servc*d as a chapel. Another, somewhat larger, 
answered the puqiose of a dormitory by night and com- 
munity it)om by dsiy. Dr. ITayes soon supplied four more 
rooms, one of which was for a cha]R4. The soldiers, who 
were very much interested, took up a collection among 
themselves and gave the money to the Sisters, requesting 
them to purchase ornaments or whatever was needed for 
the chapel. Thy did so at different times until they finally 
had a good supply of everything that was necessary. They 
even secured new seats and sanctuaiy can^^t. The men 
stipulatCMl that when the hospital was closed the Sisteni 
should take everything for the orphans. 

In April, 18G3, Ht. Rev. Bishop Wood administered 
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the sacrament of conflniiation in tbe little chapel to thirty- 
one soldiers, most of whom were converts and two of wliom 
were over 40 years of age. In February, 1804, forty-four 
others received the sacrament of confirmation. One man 
was unable to leave his bed, and the Bishop was kind 
enough to go to the ward in his robes to confirm the man. 
After the ceremony the pix»late distributed little souvenirs 
of his visit sind then asked the Cat4iolics who were present 
to appi-oach the Riiling of the altar. To his great aston- 
ishment as well as satisfaction all in the chapel came for- 
ward. He gave a little exhortxition and then dismissed 
them. Mass was s;iid at C o'clock in the morning, and 
many of the patients were in the chapel at half-past four, 
in order to secure seats. This was genenilly the case on 
great festivals, although some of the crippled men had 
to be carried in tlie anus of their comrades. At 3 o'clock 
on Sundays and festivals vt*siK*rs were sung in the chai)el, 
in wliicli tlie pati<'Uts felt ^jnite privileged to join. In Lent 
they liad the Way of llu» Cross, and in May the devotions 
of the nicinth of Mary. Tlie chapel was always crowded 
at tliese times. The soldiers took great delight in decora^ 
tin;: the cliaiH*l at Christmas w ith given boughs, festooned 
with roses; indivd, it always gave them great pleasure to 
lielj) the Sistei-s in auy kind of work, and they often inter- 
frred wlu*n they found their kind nurses engaged in la- 
borious duties. In May, 1SC4, a Jubilee was celebrated at 
the hospital with great success. 

Cases of sma]liK)X had occurred in the hospital from 
time to time, but the patients were removed as soon as 
possible to the suialli)ox hospital, which was some miles 
from the city. The ix)or men were very much distressed 
because they were compelled to leave the Sisters. It was 
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bearti^D^Dg wbeo the amlralaiiees cnmt to ke«r tlie 
men heg&Bg to be Ml at Satterlec^ erea if tliey were es- 
tirelj akme, provided the SMera were Bcar then. The 8io- 
ten <^ered their services severd times to attesd these 
poor men, bnt were told that the Goremment had ordered 
them away to prerent the contagion from qireading. At 
last the sorgeon in charge obtained permis^n to keep 
the smallpox patients in a camp some distance from the 
hospital The tents were made veij comfortable, with 
good large stores to heat them. The next thing was to 
hare il^ Sisters in readiness in case their services should 
be required. £verjr Sster was cooragcons and generous 
enou^ to offer her services, but it was thought prudent 
to accei»t one who had bad the disease. From November, 
18C4, until Mav, 18G3, there were upwards of ninety cases. 
About nine or ten of these died. Two of the men had the 
black smallpox, and were baptizc*d before they exiiired. 
The Bisters had entire charge of the poor sufferers, as 
the physicians seldom jiaid them a visit, permitting the 
Sisters to do anything they thought proper for them. They 
were much benefited and avoided being marked by drink* 
ing freely of tea made of ^pitcher plant.** The patients 
seemed to think the Sisters were not like other human 
beings, or they would not attend to such loathsome and 
contagious diseases. 

One day a Sister was nd\i8ing an application for a 
man who had been poisoned in the face. He would not see 
the doctor because, he said, he did not do him nny good. 
The Sister told him that the remedy she advised had cured 
a Sister who was poisoned. The man looked astonished 
and said: "A Sister r She answered, **Yes.'' •Why,'* ho 
said, ""I did not know that Sisters ever got anything like 



SATTEHLEB HOSPITAL. Ill 

tbnt/' She told him that they were human beings and 
liable to take discuses as well as anyone else, ^ut I be- 
lieve they are not,'" he paid, "for the boys often say they 
niu8t be different from anyone else, or from other people 
for tlioy never get sii-k and they do for os what no other 
person would do, Tliej- are not afraid of the fever, small- 
pox or anything else/' The men had more confidence In 
tlio Sisters' treatment than in that of the physicians'. The 
do<-tors themwlves acknowledged that they would have 
los^t more of their imtients had it not been for the Sisters^ 
watrlifiil care and kuowleilge of medicine. 

One occnrn*nce will idiow the good feeling of the men 
towards the Sisters. One of the convalescent patients had 
been in town on a furlough, and while there had indulged 
too frt-ely in liquor. On his return he went quietly to 
bed. A sistiT, not knowing this, went with his medicine 
as usual and tourhed his lM*dclothes to ai*ouse him. The 
fK>or man. bt-iuj: stupid and sUH»py, thought his comrades 
were teasing him, and lifting up his arm gave a terrific 
blow, si'nding the Sister and medicine across the room. 
Several of the ronvalescent patients seized their comrade 
by the ((illar, and would surely have choked him to death 
if the Sister liad not compelled them to desist. However, 
he was soon njioiled by the men and sent under an es- 
cort to the gujird house, where stocks were prepared for 
him. 

Nothing tould be done for his release, as the surgeon 
in charge was absent. As soon as that official returned 
the Sister iK'gged that the poor man might return to his 
ward and be also free fi*oni all other punishment, as well 
as from imprisonuieut in the guard house. The surgeon 
complied with the Sister's request, but in order to make 
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a strong impression on tbe soldier be dispatched an order 
to all the wards, which was read at roll call, as follows: 
"This man was released only bj the earnest enti-eaty of 
the Sisters; otherwise be would have been punished with 
the utmost severity." When the poor man came to him- 
self and learned what he had done he begged a thousand 
pardons and promised never to take liquor again. 

The hospital was one of tbe largest in the country, 
and everything was arranged on a generous scale. It was 
not the cause of any wonder, therefore, when tbe wounded 
were bi*ought in by the ear-loads. Sister Gonxaga al- 
ways recalled two events in the history of tbe institution 
with particular distinctness; tbe first was after tbe battle 
of Bull Run and the second tbe day following the battle 
of Gettysburg. After the battle of Bull Run the soldiers 
were brought to the hospitals by the hundreds. Tlie time 
of the battle of Gettysburg there was a terrible period of 
suspense for the i)eoi»le of rbiladelpbia. They only knew 
in a general sort of way that a battle was taking place 
perhaps somewhere in the neighborhood of tbe State 
capital, but they had no information regarding the result, 
or who was the victor or vanquished. The earliest infor- 
mation came with the first consignment of wounded sol- 
diers to the Satterlee IIosi>ital. The sick and wounded 
from the blood-stained field of Gettysburg did not come 
by the dozen or by the car-load or by the hundred, but 
by the thousands. One careful estimate puts the number 
at four thousand. Such an emergency as this naturallj 
tested the capacity of tbe women in charge, but Sister 
Gonzaga came through the ordeal with fiying colors. The 
surgeon in chief of tbe hospital was Dr. Isaac Hayes, who 
achieved much fame by his connection with the celebrated 
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Kane Arctic <*xplorin{; exiieditioiiy and who afterwards 
headed an exi»edltiou of his own. The wards of the hos- 
pital were very commodious and comfortable, each one 
accommodating at least seventy-five beda 

Dr. Hayes was as a kind father to the Sisters, con- 
sulting tliem ujion everything that would contribute to 
their comfoit sind happiness. Through the kind offices 
of Dr. Hayes amd Dr. Atlee they secured a chaplain, Father 
Crane, who said ^(ass for them once a week. In the early 
part of the war many of the wounded soldiers were taken 
to St Joseph's nospital, where Sister Hillary was in 
charge. Tlie hospital was then located in a dwelling 
house on Ciinii*d avenue, between Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth street. After the battle of Bull Run about sixty 
t^oldiers wetv eared for at St. J<»seph*s HospitaL At the 
s«inie time St Tennfii's Church, of which the venerable 
Hn^h L;iue is iKistor, was temi)orari1y used as a hospital 
for wounded soldiers. The Sisters from Emmittsburg, as 
detailed in the piwious chapter, did much good ser\ice 
after the fight at Gettysburg, going directly from their 
mother house in Maryland to the scene of the battle. 

There is an old and very raix* print of the Satterlee 
IIos]>ital still in existence. From this valuable documen- 
tary evidence it is clear that the hospital occupied many 
acres of ground. In order to reach the building it was 
necess;iry to cross a bridge in the vicinity of South street 
In crossing this at the time the hospital was oj^ened the 
carriage containing a number of Sisters broke down and 
they were comi^'lled to walk the i*eniainder of the distanc*e. 

During all the time of the war Sister Gonzaga re- 
mained in chiirge of St Josi'ph's Asjluni, which she 
visiti*d at regular intcTvals. At the close of the war she 
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returned to give her whole time to the Asjlum; the other 
Bisters returning to their various missions. 

Sister Gonzaga has had frequent >i8its from grateful 
soldiers who w*ere nursed back to life through her chris* 
tian devotion. One who heard of her serious iUness a 
few years ago called, and then, as the outpouring of a 
grateful heart, sent the following letter to the Philadel- 
phia Evening 8tar as ^A soldier's tribute to the noble 
work of Mother Gonzaga during the war:" 

"In your valuable paper dated yesterday the an- 
nouncement was made that Mother Gonzaga, in charge 
of 8t. Joseph^s Orphan Asylum, southwest corner of Sev* 
enth and Spruce streets, was lying dangerously ill. In 
reciting her many acts of charity for the young orphana 
under her care and protection, victims of epidemics, etc., 
during the many years of her life, you were not aware 
that the short notice touched a tender chord of affection 
in the breast of many a veteran of the late war. 

''Mother Gonzaga was am other of sixty thous;ind 
soldiers, as patients under treatment in Satterlee United 
States Army Hospital, Forty-fourth and Pine streets, 
from 18C2 until 18C5. Those who were under her care, 
no matter of what religion or creed, when they received 
the midnight visits of Mother Gonzaga, her silent steps 
after 'taps' and by the dim gaslight, will riH^ognize her 
familiar countenance surrounded by that white-winged 
hood or cowl, just bending her form to hear the faint 
breath or whis{ier of some fever patient or some restless 
one throwing off the bed clothes; she kindly tucking 
them in around his body as a mother would a child; then 
a visit to the dying to give them expressions of comfort* 
Those who rc*call these scenes I say think of her truly 
as an angel of peace and sweetness. 

"Administering medicine when required, loosening 
ca bandage or replacing the same, watching a case of a 
sufferer in delirium — at all times annoying to those near 
him — was hor daily duty. To see her ai\\«iys calm, al* 
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wavK ready, with inodestj and ttdelity, faithfully per- 
forming a Christtian diitv as an adiuiniBtering angel 
when pliysirians. sni*gcouiii, friends and nil human aid 
had failed, was a beautiful sight. Xo poet eould de- 
Brribc*. no artist could faithfully portray on canvas the 
scenes at the deathln^ of a soldier, that would convey 
to those not having witnessed them the solemnity of the 
quiet kneeling, the silent ]»rayer, a murmur faintly heard 
as a whisper, a Sister of Charity i»aying her devotion to 
Ilini on high, and consigning the spirit of the dying sol- 
dier to Ilis care. 

*'As one of many thousands under her care I shall 
always think of Mother Gonzaga as one of a constella- 
tion of stars of the greatest magnitude — surrounded by 
many others that were devoted servants, among whom I 
would mention Dorothea Dix. Annie M. Ross, Hettle A. 
Jones and Mary Brady. We soldiers cannot forget the 
service thev rendered. 

"J. E. MacT^ne.*' 

On the 12th of AjMil, 1877, Bister Gon«iga celebrated 
the o< casion of her gulden jubilee in the Sisterhood. On 
Mie previous ItUh of March she had attained her 50th 
year in the eoniniunity. On that day she wceived the 
blessiug of the Holy Father (Pope Pius IX), a gracious 
act obtained for her at the sti^gi^tion of Rev. Father 
Alizeri, C. M., a saintly man and a faithful missionary, 
who has since gime to his reward. Bishops, priests, Sis- 
ters and laymen vied with one another on this jubilee 
occasion in showing the reverence and estt^etn in which 
they hrld the simple religious woman who had gone about 
doing good for so many years. 

Ten vears later siie was ivcalh'cl to the mother house- 
at Enimittsburg by her suiH»riors, who desired to n*lieve 
her of her ix*sjH)nsibility as the head of such a large insti- 
tution. Porn to obedience she promi>tly res^xtuded to 
the order, an<l left the house which had become as a home; 
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left frieuds who had become eodeared to her, and left 
orphans who truly I'egarded her as a mother. There was 
not a miinuur from this woman who was being taken 
away from assochitions with whidi she had been lovingly 
and intimately eonnected for nearly half a century. 

Her Philadelphia friends, without solicitation and 
spontiuieously and sinniltaneouslyy addressed iietitions to 
her superiors requesting her return to the scenes of her 
Iife*s lalKirs. In the words of one who loved Sister Gon- 
zaga, *'IIc*5iven was stoiiiii*d by fenent pniyers for the 
return of the Mother of the Poor." She remained at Em- 
mittsburg for sixteen months, and at the end of that time 
returncHl to Philadelphia. Her homecoming on the 20tli 
of D<tceml)er, 1888, was made the occasion of a great de- 
monstration. Tlie Sisters, the ori»hans, the managers of 
the asylum and a host of friends participsited. 

The actual extent of the good done by Sister Gonzaga 
is scarcely realized by those who are around her. Many 
of her charitable acts have been done quietly, even scnrret- 
ly. Tliere was one story with almost the pathos of a trag- 
edy in which slie was concerned. The daughter of an 
estimable family went astray, and the parents in the first 
violence of their anger and grief turned her out of the 
house. A few months iKissed, and then their sober better 
judgment coming to the surface they attempted to find 
and forgive the child they had disowned. Hut they search- 
ed in vaiin, and finally almost in des|Kiir turned to Sister 
Gonzaga. She had not the slightest clue to the missing 
^irl, but she pknlged herself to bring her back. In a short 
time she located the erring one in tlie insane ward of the 
Philadelphia Ilos])itaL She was a raving maniac. Tlie girl 
was ivstorinl to her remorseful paix^nts, and by can*ful 
nui*sing was gradually brought back to reason. 
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On anotlu r occasion when the Sister was missing for 
an hour or so ev<*ry day it was discovered that she wa« 
in daily attendance on a poor woman who lay ill in a 
small houM' in a street near by. Although this waa 
entirely foreign to her duties slie regularly called and 
waslHHl and dressed the woman. 

Sister Cionzaga departi*<l this life on the morning of 
0(tol>er 8, 1807, in her room in St. Joseph*8 Orphan Asy- 
lum, in Philadelphia. A blacic piece of crape, on top of 
whieli was fastened a bit of immaculate white ribbon, 
fluttere<l from the bell on the door of the asylum on that 
day to inform tin* imsser-by that this marvelous woman 
had gone to rtM'eive her reward. 

The ob8e(|uieH of Sister Gonzaga took place on the 
morning of Tuesday, October 12th. On the evening be- 
fore tliis event countless numbi'rs took a last farewell 
of the devoted Sister. Hnndrinls of women and men 
kissed her deail face as she lay in her coffin. They 
kissed her liands, whieli held the Rosary, and about 
wlii<*li was twined the broad, purple ribbon of her 
oflloe as Sn]K'ri<»res8. Some of the women shed tears, 
but tli(» men seemed even nnu'e dtn^ply affcnrted. 

On the morning of the funeral the body lay in state. 
It was attired in the habit of the order, with a black 
gown and tht* white headdress. Clas|KHl in her hand 
was a crncidx and rosary and a small roll of paper, on 
which was written the vows that the deceased took 
when entering u]>on her work. 

The casket was heavily trimmed in silver, and upon 
the lid was a plate rontainiiig this inscription: ^'Sister 
Mary Gonzaga, died (>ctolH»r S, 18!17, aged 85 years.** 
Near the top of the lid was a large silver cross, with a 
figure of the crucifixion. riK>n the head of Sister Gon- 
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zaga there reposed a golden-leaved crown, that was pre- 
sented to her when she had been 50 years a Sister of 
CJharity. 

There was a profusion of floral offerings tastefully 
nrranged about the head of the casket. In a prominent 
place was a cross and crown from the ''Children of 
Mary,^ a society composed of former inmates of St. Jo- 
aeph's Orphan Asylum. 

The body lav in the oommuuitv room, beneath the 
altar. Half a hundred Sisters of Charity were seated 
along the side of the room. The entii*e apartment was 
draped in black. By 10 o'clock, when the doors 
were closed, several thousand iK'rsons had passed 
around the casket. At length the hearse drew up before 
the asylum, and eight students from St. Vincent's Sem- 
inary carried the coflJu out to the street. A long pro- 
cession quickly formed and slowly the march to St. 
Mary's Church was begun, the route being down Spruce 
to Fourth and up Fourth. Arriving at the church the 
eight theologians again acted as pallbearers, and the 
casket was carried up the aisle and placed in front of 
the altar. 

Among the mou rners were the Boai*d of Managers 
of the institution, Sistersof Chanty from various houses 
of the order in this and nearby cities. Sisters of other 
orders, the Children of Mary, comi)osed of those who 
were formerly inmates of St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum, 
numbers of them now mothei*s of families, and the or« 
phans at present at the home. In addition to these a 
large congregation was present, which crowded the 
church. 

Solemn Requiem Mass celebratinl by Very Rev. J. 
A. llarlnett, C. M., of St. Vincent's Seminary, German- 
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town, who celebrated his first Mass at St. Joseph's Asy- 
lum chapel. Rev. E. O. Hiltermaiiiiy rector of H0I7 
Trinity, was deacon; Rev. Edward Quinn, C. M.» of Bal- 
tiniore, siibdeacon, and Rev. John J. Daffy, master of 
ceremonies. Mr. Johon F. Walsh, a seminarian, was 
tliurifer. IMshop Preudergast, who occupied a seat on 
the Go8|R'l side of the altar, was attended by Rev. 
JanicH 0*Reil!y, of Downingtown, and Rev. T. B. McCor- 
miclc, 0. M., of St. Vincent de Paul's. 

Tlie sermon was delivered bj Rev. John Scnlly, 8. J., 
rector of St. Joseph's, who spolce in snbstance as follows: 

''St. Paul tells us in his first letter to the Ck>rinth- 
iaus that the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God, and in order that God may show to us that this Is 
so the 8;ime Apostle tells us that the base, the lowly 
of tills world and the contemptible hath God chosen 
and the things that are not in order to confound the 
thlii;^8 that are. IIow true in all ages have been these 
Inspired words of the Ai)ostle! IIow true to-day. This 
foolishness, this wisdom of the world, so foolish in the 
eyes of God, difTers in degree and kind in different ages. 
In our age it shows itself in the attempt to divide hu- 
man pliilanthropy and brotherly love from religion. 
Take the intellect and culture of this great city in which 
we live, and what doi»s it lay down as law, except it be 
that mankind must practice altruism, as they call It, 
brotherly love, the civic virtue by which alone society 
among men can be made possible, yet not one word 
about the essential basis which even the modern pagan 
sees is neressary. Wlirn talking about our rights they 
pay nothing of the rights of God. and when talking of 
our obligations to Oiie another they say nothing of our 
obligations to God, without which nothing can rest on 
a solid basis. 
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-'The wisdom of the world is foolishness. The low* 
\j are chosen bv God to confound tlie worldly wise. In 
the days of old God raised David from the shepherd of a 
flock to be the ruler of II is people. Christ chose the 
poor fishermen to be His Apostles. He called St. Vin- 
cent de Paul from the lowlj occupation of a shepherd 
to be a wonder-worker, a mar^'el, a propagator of char- 
Itjy not only In his own days, but up to the present 
time. How many millions of dollars are spent In the 
spirit of modern philanthropy? For education, in order 
to raise men up as they think, to give men a chance In 
life. Because it Is divided from religion it falls. The 
late Mr. Vaux said on what was perhaps his last olBcIal 
visit to the penitentiary: 'When I first came here I found 
the children of the poor and the ignorant. Now I find 
my own schoolmates.* Thus are spent millions in char- 

» 

ity, or rather in almsgiving, for U is not worthy to be 
called charity. What is the result. It puffs up one with 
pride and another with envy. 

''The reason why the thing is done differently is the 
motive under the acts of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands who have given up their lives to works of char- 
ity. Have you ever heard of a soldier wishing to become 
a member of a church to which a trained nurse belonged? 
How different when the motive is that of Jesus Christ. 
It is the exiR*rience of thousands who beg to be al- 
lowed to die in that religion of the devoted Sisters who 
attended them, and it was this that caused a bishop to 
receive a petition from a remote part of the diocese for 
a priest to be sent there and a church built. He replied 
that not only was he ignorant that so many Catholics 
were there, but that thei*e was even one Catholic. The 
answer was, 'There are no Catholics here yet, but we are 
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men wlio were attended bj the Sisters and we want to 
be of the religion of the Bisters.' The base, ignoble and 
contemptible things of this world has God chosen for 
nis work. 

''What is more foolish in the ejes of the world; 
what 18 more despised and held in contempt by the in- 
tellectual and the cultui*ed than poverty? Yet the Sis- 
ters are Imnnd by vows of poverty to be as poor as 
Christ, to live a life of deiiendence, depending on one 
another for their very food and raiment. WTiat more 
foolish in the eyes of the world than that! As the 
wise man has said, they are a parable of reproach, looked 
on with derision. What is more foolish, more base, more 
spiritless, more contemptible than to find women, ladies, 
willingly binding themselves, not by impulse, bnt by 
vocation, not as a mere whim, but perpetually to live 
by rule, doing that to which no man ever yet got accus- 
tomed, to purify their acts to make them meritorious in 
the sifjht of Cod? And obedience! Tlie world hates 
and loath(»s obedience, yet our Divine Lord was obedient 
even unto death, the death of the cross. 

**What is tlie result of all tiie so-called charity and 
philanthropy? Notliing lasting. Search the hearts of 
thousands of men, women and childi*en who have been 
benefited by the Sisters and you will find there the love 
of God. 

**Such was the life of the devoted woman who spent 
70 years doing good. Many philanthropists have monu- 
ments raised to them and are looked upon as public 
benefactors and honored as such. Take him or her who 
was greatest among them, or all of them together, what 
are all compared with a life such as hers, spent in the 
care of the poor, sick and needy? One long life doing 
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good. A life not only an imitation of Jcsua Christ in 
its acts, bnt wliat is more necessary and more difilcnlty 
a life in imitation of Ills motives. The world looks in 
reproach upon such a life. How many times has she 
been sneered at on the street in her poor dress and 
strange bonnet! How often has the world looked with 
contempt on her that served the Lord so faithfully. 
How He loved that sonl that did as He did and for the 
same reason. All I have miid could be said of almost 
any other Sister of Charity, but of her, who lived for 
70 years in religion, how much could be said those only 
can know who lived with her and knew her and loved her 
tlie more they knew her. Of how few can this be said 
— to have combined in one and the same person the power 
of execution, the power of government, and at the same 
time the spirit of kindness and of groat-heartcdness 
which does not make commands ever necessary. With- 
out emotion, without anger. No one ever saw that 
kindly face rufUed. This Is nire In the world — ^j'cs, even 
rare in the religious life. To siK^ak of her life and to 
realize that thousands and tens of thousiiuds of orphans 
have had her care, many becoming mothers of families 
and bringing up their children Influenced by her example. 
To realize her hard work In the military hospital, to 
think of the thousands and tens of thousands dealt with 
directly by her or indirectly through her as sui)erioress. 
What a world of welldoing! Seventy yea i-s in religion; 
85 years spent in tlie serving of Christ. What a won- 
derful crown Is won by her whose dead Ixnly is lying 
here! Seventy years a member of the community whose 
very name is held even by the enemies of her faith as a 
synonym of all that Is good In humanity— something 
which raises humanity and brings it close to God. 
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''Now the reign of sorrow and desolation has passed 
awaj. She has gone forth from the scene of her labor 
to her rest. She has gone into the sight of Jesus 
Christ, whom in life she made her Friend. Not to meet 
the severe face of a Judge, but the smiling countenance 
of a dear friend. Who would recall her? Not those who 
loved her most, who lived with her in community; not 
those who were the recipients of her bounty. What so 
glorious as a death such as hers after 70 years in God's 
service. Says St. Hilary, 'Shall I fear to die after I have 
served my Lord for 70 years?' So died she» because 
she knew the good Master she sensed. 

''As theologians tell us, God makes known to his 
saints the needs of those whom they have left behind.. 
'Thou who knowest the needs of thy children be their 
advocate and pattern now as ever in life. Be unto us 
a mothor and pra^* for us that we may go forth as thou 
hnst from this vallev of aniictiou and tears to the sun- 
sliino of God the FaiLer, to live forever with His Son, 
our Lord, Jesus Christ." 

The absolution of the body was |K»rfornied by Bishop 
Prendergabt, assisted by the oflieers of the Mass. The 
music was the Giegoiian chant, with the introit, offer- 
tory, communion and ''Beuedictus** in harmony. This 
was rendered by the students of St. Vincent's Semi- 
nary, Germantowu. From among them were chosen the 
pall-bearers also. Tlie prominent part taken in the ser- 
vires by the Congre;;atiou of the Mission was due to the 
faet that St. X'lueent de Paul, its founder, was also 
founder of the Sistei-s of Charity. 

Eleanor C. Donnelly, the gifted Philadelphia poet- 
ess, has written the following verses in memory of Sister 
Gonzaga and inscribed them to Sister Mary Joseph and 
her community, with affectionate sympathy: 
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Tlirice in the rounding of one little vcur. 
Saint Mary*D linllowed temple hatb revealed 

An honored priest repotting on his bier. 
His pallid lips in io)* vilenee sealed. 

Thriee, bare regret fnl tears bedewed the urn 

Where meerdotal avbes were enshrined; 
Youth, Age and riponM manhood, eaeb in turn. 
Unto Saint Mar.v'fi funeral vaultfi consigned.* 

And now, before the fading flow*r» have strowa 

Their la»t, sweet, withered petals round the place; 
Or earlj snows lie white uiion the stone 

TTiat shuta from sight each well-remembered face- 
Before the shades of the anointtnl Dead 

Hare melted from Saint Mary's aislcw away. 
We hear once more the mourners fM»lemn tread— 

Another Mint is here in death, to-daj! 

Dear Sister Gonzaga! good mother, friend 
Of Chrif«t*8 own little onea— His i>recions poor! 

From life's beginning to ita blessed end 
Tbj Worda were WitMlum's, and thy works were pore. 

In tender youth, betrothed to thy Lord; 
For three-score yeiirs and ten Hia faithful sponae. 

He was thine aim— thy i>olace— thy reward- 
Bound to His Sacretl Heart by deathlcM tows! 

Toiler of yore with Kenriek, Neuman, Wood, 

One of our Faith *r first local piooeera! 
So long hath been thy aerrice, and so good. 

Thou needest not our prayera or pitying teara! 

For death la gain to thee, tbo* hwi* to all 

Thou If^vest here. Thy prayera must idead for them. 
The un^linns* teara that sparkle on thy pall 

Shall iirove on high thy brightcat diadem. 



^Uev. Hugh J. McMsnuH, DtK-emlKT, 1^8M1; Her. Eugene. I. Rardett 
arch, 1807; Hlght Rev. Mgr. Toner, St^temlier, 1897. 
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The dear old heart that lored thorn now la atilM* 
The dear old Toice they lored la heard no more; 

She waits afar with anient yearning filled 
To bid them welcome to the eternal shore! 

Prste not of sculpti!r*d immortality — 
Her children's rirtues shall her lieart content 

If all who look npon their lives shall see 
Tn ench their M«>ihcr*M laMlug monument. 

The old-time friends may leare us, one by one. 
The ancient lami marks Hwiftly fade away— 

The pK)d that SiMer Gonzaisa hath done 
Shall live when brn^s and msrMeboth decay! 

Then lay her gently d«^n, in iMHice and fnisl« 

Where anjxel-menuirii'S shall guard her bed: 
IltT ^oul ii« with her God; her virgin duat 

Sleeps sweetly with Saint Mary's minted dead! 
Octol-er 12. 1SI>7. KLEAXOR C. DONNELLY. 

Sister Oonz^tpi has a countonance of great l)enignlty 
and firmness. A liijrli fon-head, a kindly mouth and eves 
which even age has not bei*n abh* to dim. She is a model 
of graciousni'ss and go^ul breeding. The effects of a good 
education are still visible, and the results of a well-bal- 
anced and well-trainetl mind are sc»en in a remarkably 
accurate and strong memorj'. Tlie story of her life is 
well worth the telling, serving as it does as a model and 
incentive for those who would be successful in their 
chosen vocation. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE FALL OF RICHMONa 
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Prtparlnc lor tht doM o( the wa£ Slstera of Charity in the West enlisted 
in the miUtuy prison at AltoeiuL Sroallpoz eases removed to an Island 
In the Mississippi Leaders of the Southern Confederacy reallM tliat 
their cause Is lost Scertes of wild exdiement In Richmond. Blessinca 
for the SMen. 



Gtncrnl Grant, who had bceo la^-ing siege to Vickt- 

burg, bad cnptored that strongbold on the Fourth of Jul;, 

18C3. Then oarae the surrondcr of Port IlatlBOD aod the 

battles of Chickamauga, Lookout Moan- 

taiu and MlssloDar; Ridge 

Grant Id 18C4 was made Ueutenaot 
General and placed In command of all the 
annies of the United States. Earlj in 
May he led the Army of the Potoqiao 
ncroifs the Rnpldao toward Richmond. For 
fix weeks he tried to get between Lee's 
army and Rivlimond without success. In 
tliis fruitless elTort lie fought the battles 
of Ike Wildcmetis, North Anna, Rethesda 
Church and Cold Harbor, losing 40,000 men. Then he 
moTcd bis whole army wulb of the James and laid siege 
to Petersburg. 

The burning of CJiambersburg by the Confederate*- 




ri I irfMlfc^i afti -• ( ■ » ' iJi il ■« I ' i ' i ' 'i M " ' * ^ ' t M' tu\ f-\ »dik\ ir iii it faii* 



THE FALL OF RICHMOND. It7 

and the valor i>f Oeneral Hberidan in the Shenandoah Val- 
ley, with Adfnlral Farragnt'a achievements at aea, com* 
pletcKl the notable events of 1864. • 

In the fall of 18G4 Sherman began his march to the 
Kea, which was unique in modem warfare, and ¥ras com- 
pletely 8necetisfiil. Tlie last campaign began in the spring 
of 1805. On April 1, 18G5, Petersburg was evacuated, the 
Union Aniiy entered Richmond on the 2d. On the 9th of 
April came the surrender of I^ee to Grant at Appomattox, 
whieli was the practical end of the war. Long before this 
the Sistei-s of Charity felt that their work was drawing 
to a close. In the meantime, however, their services were 
being utilized in the West. Colonel Ware, who was then 
in command of the prisons of that section, applied to the 
IJishop of Alton, 111., for the Sisters of Charity to attend 
the prisoners at Alton. Accoi-dingly, Bishop Yonker ap- 
plied to the Sister ser>ant of St. Philomena^s School, St 
|x)ui8. One of the Sisters was at that time in St. Louis 
at the Gratiot State Prison Ilospital. She received a dis- 
patch from Father Burlando to go to Alton and take with 
her three Sisters. They started early the next morning, 
March 15, J 804, and it?ached Alton in twenty-four hours. 
Tlieie they were met by Father Ilarty, who conducted 
theui to the residence of a gentleman, a member of the 
City Council. 

ColoiH'l Ware soon lallcHl to see them and accom- 
]»anied them to the prison, wliieh had been formerly called 
till* Illinois State Penitentiary. It had lK»eu vacated be- 
fore the war for a more commodious and healthy locality. 
lU*foix» reaching the main entrance the Sisters had to as- 
ec ud a very ru^'ged road, well protected by guards. Here 
a residence would have been provided for them, but they 
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did not think it siife or prud<?nt to accept it Thoy passed 
through the ^ard, which Avas crowded with prisoners, 
numbering fQur thousand Confederates and one thousand 
Federals, the latter being confined there for desertion 
and through follies committed in cam]). The two parties 
were separated, except in the hospital. The poor sick were 
so delighted to see the Sisters that they could scarcely 
contain themselves. 

It is said that the men died in this hospital at the rate 
of from six to ten a day. The place was too small for the 
number of Inmates, who were all more or less alllicted with 
diseases. Some were wounded, other a prey to despon- 
dency, typhoid fever and the smalliKix; consequently the 
atmosphere of the prison was very foul. Fortunately the 
smallpox cases were removed to an island in the Missis- 
sippi as soon as discovered. The Sisters made arrange- 
ments with Colonel Ware to visit the sick twice a day. 
As there were no accommodations for the Sisters to re- 
main in the prison they i*eturned to the residence of Coun- 
cilman Wise, who had so kindly received them In the 
morning. He could not accommodate them, but procured 
lodgings for them in the house of his sister, where they 
remained for nearly six weeks. On their return to the 
prison the next day the Sisters found written orders from 
the Government. They also met there the attending phy- 
sicians, who appeared glad to see them and said that 
they hoped soon to see an improvement in the condition 
of the sufferers, who had been heretofore much neglected. 
The Sisters were informed that four of the patients had 
died during the previous night. A place was alloted to 
them to prepare drinks and nourishment for the sick. 
It was an old workshop, and the floors were in such a 
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condition that the Sisters were continually In danger of 
falling through. The attendants, who were prisoners^ 
were exceedingly kind and obliging, so much so that th^ 
would even anticipate the wishes of the Sisters. 

Two weeks had scarcely elapsed before the dck began 
to improve. The doctors acknowledged a change for the 
better, saying that there were fewer deaths, and that 
desjiondency had nearly disappeared. A look of com- 
miseration or a word of encouragement soon made these 
poor victims feel that they were cared for at least by the 
lowly children of St Vincent The Sisters visited the 
Federal Guards Hospital and the smallpox island hospital 
at the reciuest of Colonel Ware. They visited the Federal 
Guards Uospital once a day and the smallpox island hos- 
pital once a week, but even that consoled the i)oor patients, 
as the Sisters provided them with delicacies and nourish- 
ment they mostly craved. 

On the Ist of May the Sisters took possession of a 
liouso bi»lonj;ing to St. Joseph's, Emniittsburg, that had 
been previously occupied as a school, but was then va- 
cated They were now one mile distant from the prison, 
and an ambulance was sent daily to convey them to and 
fra 

On July 1 they were notifieil that their services were 
no lon;;er required at the prison. They could do nothing 
until the superiors were acquaiuted with their situHr 
Hon. Meanwhile the citizens were auxious to have them 
remain in Alton and convert their house into a hospitaL 
They soon received a letter from the venerated Mother 
Ann Simeon, giving permission to open a civil hospitxd 
for the citizens of Alton. One of the Sisters was sent to 
St Joseph*s Hospital, Alton, to wait on the sick and 
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wounded soldiera from the battle of Winchester. There 
was one man in the ward who was nicknamed 'Vine 
Beard,'' from his ferocious manners and large mustache. 
He would never ask for anything nor take anything of* 
fered to him. One day when he was being urged to take 
some nourishment he replied: 

'lister, I do not wish for anything that you have. 
There is only one thing, and that I do not think you can 
procure for me." 

The Sister inquired what it was and assured him that 
if it were in her power she would get it for him. He then 
replied: 

''Sister, I should like to hare a lily. I think it would 
do me so much good.'' 

The wish was a strange one, nevertheless she at once 
determined to gratify him, which the kindness of a friend 
enabled her to do. This little act of kindness was not 
without effect, and from that time the man had a high 
regard for the Sisters. 

A poor family who had been banished from their 
home took shelter in the city. Their misery was so great 
that three of the number died from starvation, but as 
soon as their distress was made known to the parish 
priest he procured immediate relief for them. Hie mother 
and grandmother died, but the other members of the 
family were brought to the hospital quite sick, with the 
exception of two little children, who were taken to the 
asylum. It was a pitiful sight to witness the poor dying 
man entrusting his orphan children to the good pastor. 

At the termination of the war, in 1S65, the prisoners 
received their discharge. It was sad to see the streets of 
the city lined with the ragged and distressed looking men.. 
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Tlie 8ick were brought to i^t• Joseph's Hospital, whick 
was soon filled. The Sisters gave the soldie^fs the veiy 
host attention and consideration, and within a few montha 
the majority of the men were enabled to return to tlieir 
homes and families. 

The little band of Sistei*s who had been laboring in 
Frederick City, ^Id., from 1S02 to 18C4 certainly did their 
share in caring for helpless humanity. They were kept 
actively employed in Frtnlerick City during the summer 
and autumn of 1802. They found then that their work 
was not nearly done. The winter iret in with heavy rains 
and deep snow, to which they were constantly exposed. Tlie 
poor patients had likewise much to suffer from the badly 
constructed buildings. Tlie wind, rain and snow pene- 
trated through the crevices, leaving the iHK>r men in a 
most uncomfortable condition. This was called to the 
attention of the chief surgeon, who immediately gave or- 
ders for the dilai>idated barracks to be repaired as much 
as possible. 

^nie of the soldiers were quite amusing with their 
grateful iuteutious. A Sister was asked one day whether 
she ever wore any other color but gniy or black, "for," he 
contiuued, '*! wish to present Sister Agnes with a new 
dre^s; she has been so truly good to me." 

Tlie soldiers seemed to have the greatest confidence 
In the Sisters, whose advice they pivfern»d before that 
of the pliysicians^ General Uunter had now received 
command of the Shenandoah Valley. lie visited the hos- 
pital and issued an order that all the prisoners should 
be placed by themselves in sep;irate l>«irmck8 entirely 
apart fit>m the L'nion men. Soon after the United States 
6urge(»n in charge of the hospital inspected all the bar^ 
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racks nnd found one filled with Ck)nfederatcs and with 
no Sister to take cbarge of tbem. The sufferings of these 
poor men touched him so much that he immediately went 
to the Sister sen-ant and requested her to send a Sister 
from a ward of the Union soldiers to take care of the Con- 
federates. The patience of these poor sufFerers was the 
admiration of all. A worthy clergyman once remarked 
that in his visits to the hospital he was always edified 
by their resignation. He said he had never heard the 
least murmur escape their lips, and commenting ujKm 
this he remarked: ''I think the intensity of their pain, 
both mentally and physically, might, if offered in unison, 
expiate the sins of their whole life.** 

About this time the leadera of the Southern Con* 
federacy began to realUe that the clouds were gathering 
about them and that their cause was lumging in the bal- 
ance, if indeed it was not already destined to failure 
They resolved to concentrate their hospital facilities in 
and around the city of Richmond, Va. The Sisters who 
had been doing work upon the various battlefields in the 
South were summoned to the Southern capitaiL Tlie Sis- 
ters had sen'ed at Harper's Ferry, Manas^is, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg and White House, Va. They w*ere given 
a chaplain and had the privilege of Mass four times a 
.week. 

The Sisters who were located in Ilichmond at this 
time began to feel ''in their bones^ that the fall of the 
city was imminent Tliey were right Tlie long expected 
event occurred in April, 18G5. Jefferson Davis, the Presi- 
dent of the Southern Confederacy, was at worship in an 
Episco|)al church when he was handed a telegram telling 
him that Richmond must be evacuated. He presented a 
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calm exterior, btit bad news is hard to conceal, and the ex- 
act situation was soon noised about the citj. The wildest 
excitement prevailed. ^len, women and children mshed 
hither and thither, knowing not what to do or where to 
go. Finally their frenzy assumed a decisive shape and a 
genenil evacuation of the city began. The Sisters, who 
constituted the calmest portion of the population, looked 
on the scene with mild amazement. 

The City Councils met and with the general interests 
of the peo]>Ie in view determined to destroy all the liquor 
in Richmond. This work was begun at midnight and 
before the first gray streaks of dawn revealed the terror- 
stricken city to the public gaze the streets and gutters 
were running with veritable lakes of whisky, wine and 
beer, ^fany of the soldiers and some of the residents 
balked the good intentions of the Councils by drinking 
the liquor, and then scenes of drunken i*evelry were added 
to the general confusion. Tliieves broke loose, houses 
were nibbed, public buildings were fired and bridges 
hading fn>ni the city were destroyed. 

Notwithstanding the foresight of the authorities on 
the coming defeat, its arrival was most api>alling. Medical 
stores, eonnniss;iry departments and other houses were 
thrown oiK*n. Tlie city was troubkni from the blowing 
up of the gunl)oats in the river. Tlie Sisters were pre- 
paring to go to ^iass early in the morning when sud- 
denly a terrific explosion stunned, as it were, the power 
of tliought. Hie noise of the breaking of windows in the 
hospitals and n«»ighbonng buildings added greatly to the 
alarm. The Sisters soon learned that the Confederates 
had blown up their supplies of powder which were veiy 
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near the hospital buildings; tlien followed an explosion 
of all the Government buildings. 

After the suri*ender a Fetleral oflBcer rode up to the 
door of the Sisters* house and told them they were peiv 
fectly safe, their property would be respected and that 
he would send a special guard to protect their house. No 
resistance was shown to the Union troops. The city was 
placed under military rule and General G. P. Shepley made 
Governor. One thousand prisonei*s were found in the 
city and five thousand siclv and wounded were in the 
hospitals. The prisoners were set tiee rnd the Sisters 
iw'ith joy hailed the peace that was once again to dawn on 
a blood-washed land. They remained in Richmond until 
the sick and wounded were able to quit the hospitals and 
then returned home to Emmitsburg, followed by the grati- 
tude and blessings of the men of both armlts. 

The soldiers who were in the Washington hospitals 
also returned to their homes imi>i*essod with the kindest 
feelings toward the Sisters. Tlie officers and doctors all 
concurred in expressing uulimited confidence in them* 
Printed placards were hung in all the w*ards, reading: 
"All articles for the use of the soldiers here are to be 
placed in the care of the Sisters of Charity, as also papers, 
books and clothing.'' 

Early in the summer of 1805 the Sisters took their 
departure and the hospital was permanently dosed. An* 
other hospital in Wasliington l>egan its operations in 
March, 1805, and closed in October of the same year. The 
Sisters were placed in charge, and, since their customs and 
calling were known, did not exi>erience as much annoy* 
ance as in the beginning of the war. 

The house was well filled with the sick and wounded. 
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During the month of July the Jesuit Fathers were giving 
a jubilee at their church in the city of Washington and 
many of the convalescents attended. 

The officers of the hospital expressed much gratitude 
for all that had been done by the Sisters. The first sur- 
geon wnB at a loss to know how to put his satisfaction 
into words, saying that the Sisters of Charity had ifiar- 
velously lessened the cares of the physicians and sur- 
geons in all of the hospitals in which they served. 

Tills concludes the story of the work done by the 
Sisters of Charity of Enimittsburg from the beginning 
to the close of the war. WhUe they were at work, how- 
ever, the Sisters belonging to branches of the order and 
to other orders were not idle, as will be seen by the chap- 
ters that follow. 
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